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Library Bill of Rights and Freedom of Access Policy 

 

Library Bill of Rights 

The American Library Association affirms that all libraries are forums for information 

and ideas, and that the following basic policies should guide their services. 

 I. Books and other library resources should be provided for the interest, information, and 

enlightenment of all people of the community the library serves. Materials should not be 

excluded because of the origin, background, or views of those contributing to their 

creation. 

II. Libraries should provide materials and information presenting all points of view on 

current and historical issues. Materials should not be proscribed or removed because of 

partisan or doctrinal disapproval. 

III. Libraries should challenge censorship in the fulfillment of their responsibility to 

provide information and enlightenment. 

IV. Libraries should cooperate with all persons and groups concerned with resisting 

abridgment of free expression and free access to ideas. 

V. A person’s right to use a library should not be denied or abridged because of origin, 

age, background, or views. 

VI. Libraries which make exhibit spaces and meeting rooms available to the public they 

serve should make such facilities available on an equitable basis, regardless of the beliefs 

or affiliations of individuals or groups requesting their use. 

VII. All people, regardless of origin, age, background, or views, possess a right to privacy 

and confidentiality in their library use. Libraries should advocate for, educate about, and 

protect people’s privacy, safeguarding all library use data, including personally 

identifiable information. 

 Adopted June 19, 1939, by the ALA Council; amended October 14, 1944; June 18, 1948; 

February 2, 1961; June 27, 1967; January 23, 1980; January 29, 2019. 

Inclusion of “age” reaffirmed January 23, 1996. 

In keep with this bill of rights, the library has adopted the ALA’s Freedom to Read 

policy, adapting it to include non-print materials and other library policies, as follows. 

 



Libraries should not limit the selection and development of library resources simply 

because minors will have access to them. A library’s failure to acquire materials on the 

grounds that minors may be able to access those materials diminishes the credibility of 

the library in the community and restricts access for all library users.  (ALA) 

Children and young adults unquestionably possess First Amendment rights, including the 

right to receive information through the library in print, sound, images, data, social 

media, online applications, games, technologies, programming, and other formats.   

1. Constitutionally protected speech cannot be suppressed solely to protect children 

or young adults from ideas or images a legislative body believes to be unsuitable 

for them.  

2. Libraries and their library governing bodies should not resort to age restrictions in 

an effort to avoid actual or anticipated objections, because only a court of law can 

determine whether or not content is constitutionally protected.  Article VII of 

the Library Bill of Rights states, “All people, regardless of origin, age, 

background, or views, possess a right to privacy and confidentiality in their 

library use.” This includes students and minors, who have a right to be free from 

any unreasonable intrusion into or surveillance of their lawful library use. 

3. The mission, goals, and objectives of libraries cannot authorize libraries and their 

governing bodies to assume, abrogate, or overrule the rights and responsibilities 

of parents and guardians. As “Libraries: An American Value” states, “We affirm 

the responsibility and the right of all parents and guardians to guide their own 

children’s use of the library and its resources and services.” 

4. Libraries and their governing bodies cannot assume the role of parents or the 

functions of parental authority in the private relationship between parent and 

child. Libraries and their governing bodies shall ensure that only parents and 

guardians have the right and the responsibility to determine their children’s—and 

only their children’s—access to library resources. Parents and guardians who do 

not want their children to have access to specific library services, materials, or 

facilities should so advise their own children. Libraries and library governing 

bodies should not use rating systems to inhibit a minor’s access to materials. 

5. Libraries and their governing bodies have a legal and professional obligation to 

ensure that all members of the communities they serve have free and equitable 

access to a diverse range of library resources and services that is inclusive, 

regardless of content, approach, or format. This principle of library service applies 

equally to all users, minors as well as adults. Lack of access to information can be 

harmful to minors. Libraries and their governing bodies must uphold this principle 

in order to provide adequate and effective service to minors. (ALA) 

In as much as it is impossible to determine a person’s maturity by his chronological age, 

it is also impossible to determine what the person should or should not read, watch or 

hear.  Therefore, all circulating materials other than movies will be available for loan 

without regard to the age of the cardholder.  The library does restrict R-rated movies to 

adults only (unless the responsible parent requests an exemption), following the 

guidelines established by the film industry itself.  Censorship by parents should occur at 



home, not at the public library.  We encourage all parents to examine their children’s 

books library material, including books, audiobooks and music downloaded from online 

services.  Different parents have very different feelings about what their children should 

or should not access.  It is impossible for us to know how each child’s parents feel; 

therefore, we cannot censor for all parents, nor is it feasible to block specific materials 

from specific patrons on special request.  When children obtain their own library cards, 

their parents know that the children have the privilege and the responsibility of choosing 

what they are to obtain from the library.  If parents do object to their children having 

access to certain materials, it is their responsibility, not the library’s, to keep these 

materials from their children. 

 

The library board recognizes, too, that the internet provides different challenges and 

different opportunities.  Therefore, use of the Internet is governed by a separate Internet 

Policy which is also available for review.  
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