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COMMUNITY
PARTNERS IN
COMMUNICATION
In a joint effort with the
City of Bridgman, Lake
Township, Bridgman
Public Library, and
Bridgman Public
Schools, we present this
community newsletter.
Bridgman Aquatics Center

COMMUNITY PARTNERS IN COMMUNICATION
SCHOOL NEWS
FROM THE
SUPERINTENDENT
Greetings
from
Bridgman
Public
Schools!
On behalf
of the
Board of
Superintendent
Education,
Shane M. Peters
faculty,
and staff, welcome to the
2022-2023 school year!
Hard to believe that another
Southwest Michigan
summer is ending and a
new and exciting school
year is upon us. School is

TOWNSHIP NEWS
FROM THE
INTERIM SUPERVISOR
The primary election
is over and
if history
is to repeat
itself, Zach
Carson will
Interim Supervisor likely be
Stan Markavitch
our next
Township
Supervisor. My congratulations go out to Zach.

LIBRARY NEWS
NEW PUBLIC LIBRARY
DIRECTOR NAMED
The
Board of
Trustees
of the
Bridgman
(MichLibrary Director
igan)
Sarah Skinner
Public
Library recently selected
Sarah Skinner to serve as
Public Library Director.

It has been a pleasure to
serve as Interim Supervisor following the passing
of John. If I’ve realized

Ms. Skinner comes to
Bridgman Public Library
from the Niles (Michigan)
District Library, where

CITY NEWS
FROM THE
CITY MANAGER
Last fall,
when the
Southwest
Michigan
Planning
Commission
(SWMPC)
City Manager
invited
Juan Ganum
the City
of Bridgman to participate
in the Coastal Leadership
Academy, an online course
it was hosting to help
communities build resiliency in the face of coastal
hazards, the City assembled

READ MORE PG 2

READ MORE PG 12

READ MORE PG 23

READ MORE PG 16
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BRIDGMAN PUBLIC SCHOOLS
SUPERINTENDENT’S MESSAGE
Continued from COVER ...

scheduled to resume on Monday, August 29th.

Board
of Education
President
Eric Ramso
Vice-President
JoAnn DeMeulenaere
Secretary
Tishia Roberts
Treasurer
Brad Owen
Trustee
Wayne Hall
Trustee
Nancy Hawley
Trustee
Tom LaVanway

A sincere thank-you to everyone who supported the Bridgman Public Schools renewal of the
Public Recreation Millage and the Sinking
Fund Millage on August 2, 2022. Bridgman
Public Schools will continue to reach our goals
of providing a top-notch education for all the
students that we have the privilege of serving.
This summer, not unlike any other, has been
spent with personnel changes, projects, and an
enormous amount of time planning/preparing
for the upcoming school year.
Bridgman Public Schools would like
to welcome eight new staff members to our district:
Ms. Alley Brown, RMS Paraprofessional
Mrs. Melissa Church, BHS Social Studies Teacher
Mrs. MaryKay Davidson, BHS Spanish Teacher
Mrs. Erika Eding, BES Special Education Teacher
Mrs. Linda Gedeon-Kuhn, RMS Paraprofessional
Mrs. Kimberly Griffiths, BHS Math Teacher
Mr. Logan Peters, BHS Special Education Teacher
Mrs. Kirsten Southwood, BES 1st Grade Teacher
This school year we will be implementing a new
PK-12 Visual and Performing Arts curriculum in all of our buildings and grade levels. Our
staff has worked diligently over the summer
preparing for this new curriculum.
The high school tennis courts have been renovated and the F.C. Reed Middle school gym roof
has been replaced. The Bridgman Elementary
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school playground is in the process of
a major upgrade and will be completed
before the start of the school year.
There are several job opportunities
for employment within our district.
If you would like to be part of our
organization, please visit our website
at www.bridgmanschools.com and
click on Departments, Human
Resources tab to apply.
Bridgman Public Schools continues to
have an excellent reputation throughout the State of Michigan for having
high academic standards, fantastic
extracurricular activities, and numerous opportunities for a small school
district for ALL students. This is all
made possible because we truly live in
a community that believes in public
education and cares for its teachers
and children. I once again want to
thank our entire community for your
continued support of Bridgman Public
Schools.
As always, don’t hesitate to contact
me if you have a concern or would like
additional information about what is
happening within the Bridgman Public
Schools.
The strength of our community is
our schools and the strength of our
schools is our community.
GO BEES!
Shane M. Peters, Superintendent
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BRIDGMAN FOUNDATION FOR EDUCATIONAL EXCELLENCE
From the Chairman

With excitement
for educational
opportunities, the
new 2022/2023
school year is upon
us!
The Bridgman
Foundation for
Educational
Excellence has an approved grant
request process for this coming
year and stands ready to serve the
Bridgman Public School teachers
and students. We’re always looking
for Trustees to join our ranks and
enjoy personal fulfillment through
service focusing on our mission: “To
provide enrichment opportunities to the students and staff of
Bridgman Public Schools for the
betterment of the community.”
Along with this enhanced mission
we celebrated the development of
our first vision statement: “Inspire
students to positively impact
their world.”

Al Barker,
BFEE Chairman

The Foundation Trustees
are community volunteers
who experience a sense
of satisfaction from the
success stories told by
Bridgman Public School
students and their teachers.

Once you get involved, the time
spent at Board meetings and
event planning sessions becomes
insignificant after you receive your
first story that produces a smile! If
interested in becoming a Board
Trustee, please share your
interest through our website at:
www.bridgmanfoundation.org
under the volunteer tab.

Links for Education
Golf Outing
We are excited to announce that our
tenth annual Links for Education
Golf Outing at Lost Dunes on May
16 exceeded our expectations for
fundraising with the event providing
over $27,500 raised!! This success
was achieved through a full complement of golfers for the event and
the generous sponsors who have
supported the event through the
years. The awards ceremony, which
offered time for celebration at the
Haymarket Brewery with dinner and
prizes, brought an awesome conclusion to the event. This event anchors
the Foundation’s ability to fulfill its
mission of “providing enrichment
opportunities,” and I speak for my
fellow Trustees by saying “Thank
You” to all who were involved.

ELH Detailing Car Show
Once again, this summer the Foundation benefited from the second
annual ELH Detailing Car Show.
As a local business with the desire to
help the Foundation, the proceeds
from a 50/50 raffle offered a fundraising event that we’re proud of and
thankful for. This fundraising event
originated from a caring heart for the
school district and the community,
and the Trustees will never forget its
charitable beginning!
In closing, on behalf of
the Trustees, I would like
to share a commitment
to ALL of the Bridgman
Public School educators
that we’re ready to “Inspire
students to positively
impact their world.”
There is no project that is
too small or big. Please
challenge the Foundation
this coming year to make a
difference for the students
of Bridgman Public Schools!
Al Barker,
BFEE Chairman

Bridgman Foundation
for Educational Excellence
COMMUNITY BUZZ

“Opening Doors to the Future”
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BRIDGMAN PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Gerald Heath
High School Principal

FROM THE HIGH SCHOOL
PRINCIPAL
Our first day of school is on Monday,
August 29 - I am excited to start the
new school year, and hope you are
too!

Celebration
Bridgman High School has been
honored to receive several significant
recognitions over the last two years.
In a short time, the high school has
been recognized as a National Blue
Ribbon recipient, selected to the
10th Annual College Board AP Honor
Roll, and selected as the #1 High
School in Berrien County (38th in
the state of Michigan) by US News
and World Reports. What is even
more impressive, is that all of these
accomplishments were achieved
thanks to the collective efforts of our
entire education community - the
students, the staff, parents/guard-

4

ians, business partners, and neighbors. By working together, we have
positively impacted the lives of many
people in tremendous ways. Thank
you for your continued support. I
look forward to what we are going to
achieve this school year!

members already using the courts.
Thank you to all of the team members who made this work possible
and for their dedication to our students and teaching staff during this
busy time in the building.

High School Over the
Summer

Please join me in extending best
wishes to three Bridgman High
School (BHS) staff members who
moved on last school year:

The high school has been full of activity over the past few months. The
Spirit of Bridgman Marching Band
was able to return for an overnight
camp at Tower Hill. Special thanks
to Mr. Reppart, Band Boosters, and
parents for all of their assistance in
organizing the week’s events. The
fall sports season began with 8-man
football, sideline cheer, cross country, boys’ soccer, volleyball, girls’
swimming/diving, and boys’ tennis
practices.
During summer break, our custodial
and maintenance team dedicated
countless hours to deep cleaning,
completing minor building repairs,
and preparing the building for faceto-face instruction. Tile floors were
also replaced in some of the classrooms.
I am pleased to announce the renovation of the tennis courts has been
successfully completed. It has been
great to see so many community

A Special Goodbye

Cheri Hartzler has left the district
to spend more time with family and
help run the family business after
serving several years as a teacher in
the Social Studies department. Sam
Waalkes and Amanda Veldman
are pursuing new opportunities.
Mrs. Veldman accepted a position at
Berrien RESA as a math consultant
for the county. Mr. Waalkes decided
to step away from teaching to give
him more time to run his business.
We wish everyone the best of luck in
their future endeavors.

Welcome New Staff
Last March, Melissa Church accepted the high school Social Studies teaching position. Mrs. Church
received her Bachelor of Arts degree
with a major in Political Science and
minor in History from Hope College.
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BRIDGMAN PUBLIC SCHOOLS
She has worked at Lakeshore and
Eau Claire High School where she
taught social studies, including AP
level courses. During her time as
an educator, Mrs. Church has also
served as a class advisor and varsity
volleyball coach.
Around the same time, the district
hired Logan Peters to serve as a
high school Special Education teacher. Mr. Peters received his Bachelor’s
Degree with distinction from Alma
College. Last year, Logan taught at
Eau Claire High School as a special
education teacher. Before his position at Eau Claire, he served as a
long-term substitute at Bridgman
High School in the Social Studies
Department. Mr. Peters is highly
qualified in special education, social
studies, and history.
MaryKay Davidson accepted
the high school Spanish teaching
position in June. Mrs. Davidson
received her Bachelor of Arts degree
in Psychology/Guidance and Counseling from St. Edward’s University
in Austin, Texas. She obtained her
Indiana teaching license in K-12
Spanish from Bethel College in 2012.
For nine years, MaryKay served as a
middle/high school Spanish teacher
at St. Joseph High School in South

COMMUNITY BUZZ

Bend. During this time, she taught
Spanish I - IV and developed the
curriculum for the school’s Spanish
Heritage course.

Please feel free to reach out
to me at any time by calling
(269) 465-6848 or emailing me
at gheath@bridgmanschools.com.

Kimberly Griffiths accepted the
high school mathematics teaching
position. Mrs. Griffiths received
her Bachelor of Science degree in
Mathematics Education from Purdue
University. For five years, she served
as a high school Math teacher at Argos High School where she taught AP
Statistics, Algebra 2, and Geometry.
Kimberly is an experienced instructor teaching at the middle school,
high school, and college levels. She
has spent the last 12 years as a math
instructor at Purdue University
Northwest and Indiana University
South Bend.

Gerald Heath
Bridgman High School Principal

Get the Latest
Information
The beginning of every academic year
is always a busy time. For up-to-date
information, please view our website
at www.bridgmanschools.com, then
click on the “high school” link. Once
on the BHS page, please refer to the
helpful links on the left side. The site
features our daily announcements,
a calendar for school and athletics
events, student information, and our
Twitter feed.

2022 Homecoming
and 2023 Winter
Fest
October 7, 2022
Mark your calendars now for
the 2022 Bridgman Homecoming Game. The Bees will
host the Lawrence Tigers at
7:00 pm.

February 3, 2023
Come and enjoy 2023 Winter Fest! The boys basketball
teams will be hosting the Allegan Tigers with the 9th Grade
beginning at 4:15 pm, the
Junior Varsity Game to follow
at 5:45 pm and the nightcap
will see our varsity tip off at
7:15 pm.

5

COMMUNITY BUZZ

LIKE Bridgman Public
Schools on FACEBOOK.

BRIDGMAN PUBLIC SCHOOLS

John Truesdell
Middle School Principal

FROM THE MIDDLE
SCHOOL PRINCIPAL
Welcome to the 2022 - 2023 school
year! I hope everyone had a safe and
relaxing summer that was full of
opportunities to make unforgettable memories with their family and
friends.
As we prepare to return to school,
it is critical that our community
recommits to partnering together
to prepare and support students for
lifelong learning. The mission of F.C.
Reed Middle School continues to aim
to help all students acquire the social,
emotional, and academic skills that
are needed to excel in high school
and reach their fullest potential.
Through our facility improvements,
academic program updates, and new
community partnerships, the RMS
faculty is excited to make the upcoming school year a safe, positive, and
engaging experience.
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Bridgman Public Schools
are known for offering students top-notch facilities
and I am thrilled to report
that we have been busy
improving the building
throughout the summer in
preparation for the return
of learners.

restroom spaces by electronically notifying the administration if individuals are vaping or yelling in these less
supervised areas.

The RMS Gymnasium received a
brand new roof to eliminate storm
related damage, while also undergoing a floor resurfacing project. As a
result, students will find a sparkling
new space for athletics and physical
education when they return this fall.
In addition, I’m proud to announce
that the RMS Art Room also underwent a significant transformation
in July, receiving a brand new floor
and installation of over $12,000 of
new tools and resources as part of
our recent Visual Performing Arts
curriculum adoption. This includes a
state of the art ceramic kiln, pottery
wheel, printmaking tools, graphic
design equipment, and updated
drawing/painting supplies.

For example, at the end of the 2021
- 2022 school year, RMS eighth
graders averaged a score of 909 on
the PSAT 8/9 assessment. This was
86 points higher than the state mean
score! As we look to 2022 - 2023, the
middle school faculty continues to
develop new strategies and programs
to ensure all students are prepared
for high school. This includes a new
seventh and eighth grade Academic
Success course, which will offer
families additional tutoring and
mentorship resources within the
instructional day. Further, RMS is
fortunate to be able to expand the
number of special education teachers
at the middle school, now totaling
four full-time staff members (one
for each grade level). Due to the
continued support of the Bridgman
Foundation for Educational
Excellence, we have also been able
to continue to commit thousands of
dollars of investments to update the

To ensure the health and safety of
our students, BPS will also be installing a comprehensive network of
vapor and noise detectors in student
bathrooms this fall. Similar to a
smoke detector, these devices will
discourage unhealthy behavior in

F.C. Reed Middle School takes
pride in its successful Whole
Child centered academic programming.
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STEM Lab over the summer. This
will ensure the STEM Lab continues
to offer an innovative and engaging
experience for all types of learners in
the upcoming year.
In other exciting news, the middle school will also be expanding
its current partnership with the
Boys and Girls Clubs of Greater
Southwest Michigan to further
facilitate positive youth development
beyond the traditional school day.
During the summer of 2022, F.C.
Reed Middle School hosted summer
programming for over 200 active
Club members during June, July,
and August from noon to 5:00 pm on
Mondays - Fridays. The program was
tremendously successful, averaging
a daily attendance rate of over 95
students and included exploratory
field trips to Niles, Warren Dunes
State Park, Grand Rapids, Michigan
City, Benton Harbor, and the Weko
Beach House. This fall, the Boys and
Girls Club team will transition into
an after school program, offering
RMS students in grades 5 - 8 a safe,
structured place to study, play, and
socialize after school from 3:05 - 6:00
pm daily. Best of all, due to the partnership between BPS and the Boys
and Girls Clubs, the cost for families
will only be five dollars for the entire

COMMUNITY BUZZ

school year. Please do not hesitate to
contact me or Bridgman Site Director, Ashley Williams (awilliams@bgcbh.org) if you have questions about
this new program or are interested in
volunteering for the Club.
As a community, it is our
collective responsibility
to prepare and support
students for lifelong
learning. The F.C. Reed
Middle School faculty looks
forward to partnering
with all stakeholders to
continue to improve our
environments, practices,
and services to meet the
needs of our families and
empower all members of
our learning community.
Please do not hesitate to
contact me at any time at
jtruesdell@bridgmanschools.com
if you have any questions about the
middle school, or would like to learn
more about F.C. Reed Middle School.
Your partner in education,
John Truesdell, RMS Principal

Athletic Tickets
Bridgman High School is a
voluntary member of the
Michigan High School Athletic
Association (MHSAA) and typically charges a $5 admission for
its home athletic events. Reed
Middle School prices are $3 –
adults; $2 – students. Senior
Citizens are warmly welcomed
and admitted free of charge
– we kindly ask individuals to
pick up Senior Citizen cards
at the Bridgman High School
office ahead of time. Further,
student-only pre-sale tickets
can be purchased for all home
contests for $1 in their respective school office (must be used
for date of purchase).

Family Bargain Cards
Once again in 2022-23, Bridgman Public Schools will be selling its Family Bargain Cards,
which include 20 admissions
to any home Bridgman athletic
event (non-MHSAA tournament) for the price of $30
(equaling $1.50 per event). The
cards have no expiration and
carry over from each sports
season as well as each school
year. Purchases can be made
in the high school office, and
a small number of cards will
be available for sale at home
athletic events as well.
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Bridgman Elementary
School is pleased to
welcome two new staff
members to our team.

Lori Graves
Elementary Principal

FROM THE ELEMENTARY
PRINCIPAL
Welcome to the 2022-23
school year!

Kirsten Southwood is a new firstgrade teacher. She has her Bachelor
of Science degree in Elementary
Education from Western Michigan
University. Kirsten has her Master’s
degree in the Art of Teaching from
Marygrove College. Kirsten lives in
Bridgman with her husband and two
sons. She has taught for 17 years
primarily at the first-grade level.

Erica Eding joins our staff as a special education teacher. She has her
As students, teachers, staff, and
Bachelor’s degree from Hope College
families enjoyed the summer break,
and her Master’s degree from Grand
the playground at Bridgman Elementary has been alive with activity Valley. Erica and her husband have
four grown children, with the youngand improvements. Last spring,
er two in college. In her free time,
Bridgman Public Schools partnered
Erica likes to read, bike, travel, and
with the Bridgman Parent Teacher
Organization (PTO) to plan and pur- spend time at the beach. Erica has
taught special education in several
chase new playground equipment.
Students were able to vote on specific districts.
pieces of equipment they wanted to
Bridgman welcomed the Boys and
include. Thanks to your generosity,
Girls Clubs of Greater Southwest
the recreational fund, and the ongo- Michigan to coordinate summer
ing fundraising efforts of the PTO,
programming for grades kindergarthe playground will be enjoyed by
ten through eighth grade at F.C. Reed
our students, community members
Middle School. We are pleased to
and visitors. It will be wonderful to
announce that Bridgman Elementary
watch the students play and engage
School will be able to offer an afin physical activity in a safe and
ter-school program through the Boys
age-appropriate playground that they and Girls Club. This program will run
helped create.
Monday through Friday at BES from

ship with Bridgman Public School and
the Boys and Girls Clubs, it will only
cost families five dollars for the entire
school year. More details regarding
bussing and attendance will be provided after the start of school. Please
feel free to reach out to me (lgraves@
bridgmanschools.com) or Site Director, Ashley Williams (awilliams@hcbh.
org) if you have any questions or are
interested in volunteering.
Bridgman Elementary is proud to
partner with Blessings in a Backpack program for the sixth year.
Blessings in a Backpack mobilizes
communities, individuals, and resources to provide food on the weekend for school children across America
who might otherwise go hungry. Currently, over 40 students are provided
with food to take home each weekend
and holiday break. Please contact me
if you are interested in helping with
this cause.
Please look for events, celebrations,
and announcements on our Facebook
page: Bridgman Elementary School
or the district website at bridgmanschools.com
Thank you for your continued support
and partnership.
Educationally Yours,
Lori Graves
Bridgman Elementary Principal

2:50-6:00 pm. Due to the partner-
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BRIDGMAN PUBLIC SCHOOLS
BRIDGMAN AQUATIC CENTER

The Bridgman Aquatic Center has been the aquatic ‘hive’ of
southwest Michigan for nearly 50 years – and going strong!

Thank YOU to the Bridgman
Community for your support!! We have an aquatic
activity for everyone – come
find yours … this includes:
• Deep and shallow water
aerobics – great instructors,
great classes!
• Lap Swimming – every day!
• Aqua Zumba – NEW!
• SWIM LESSONS for ALL
ages – newborns to 100!
Bridgman Aquatic Center
• Fall Registration
opens Monday, September 12th for kids
• Adult Learn to Swim begins Tuesday, September 6th
• Girls & Boys Co-Op High School swim & dive teams (see below)
• Sea Bees Swim Club (age group competitive swim team)
• Open Rec Swim on Saturday from 1-3 pm (diving board, basketball hoop, etc.)
• GlideFit – revolutionary (and fun!) exercising on SUP-type boards

For a complete schedule, details, and
costs for each class or program, please visit:

BridgmanPool.com
The Bridgman High School Girls Co-Op Swimming and
Diving team started their 2022 season on Monday,
August 8, 2022, please come support the team (home
meets all start at 6 pm):
•
•
•

Tuesday, September 13 vs. Battle Creek Central Bearcats
Tuesday, October 4 vs. Mattawan-Hackett Co-Op
Tuesday, October 18 vs. Kalamazoo Central Maroon Giants – SENIOR
NIGHT!

Food Service
The USDA waivers allowing free
meals to all students have ended.
Students who do not qualify
for free or reduced-price lunch
will be charged for meals. The
elementary meal prices are $1.75
for breakfast and $3.00 for lunch.
The middle and high school prices
are $1.85 for breakfast and $3.10
for lunch. Reduced breakfast will
be .30 and reduced lunch will be
.40 in all buildings.
We now have a new one-stop
“family portal” website. Parents
can use it to fill out a free and
reduced application, make deposits, and check balances. You can
do all of this at https://bridgman.
familyportal.cloud. There are
also very brief tutorials that will
walk you through setting up your
account, making deposits, and
other options we offer.
We encourage all families who
feel they may qualify, to fill out
a free and reduced application
on the new portal. After you log
in, click on the “benefits” tab. It
is a quick and easy process, and
you can apply directly from your
phone. Please contact Peggy
Ferguson at (269) 466-0228 or
pferguson@bridgmanschools.com
with any questions or concerns.

For more details visit: BridgmanAthletics.com
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Ken Schmaltz
Athletic Director

Welcome back
Bees Nation!
As the sun sets on yet another
summer, I would like to welcome all
of our faculty, staff, coaches, parents
and, especially, the students, back
to campus for what is sure to be
another successful school year here
at Bridgman High School in 202223. At Bridgman, we strive to be
part of a team comprised of family
members, educators and community
partners to assist our young people
in achieving their goals while growing into healthy, happy and productive young adults.
The sights and sounds of a new
academic year are all around us and I
am excited to welcome everyone to,
what is sure to be, another successful
year at Bridgman High School. In
fact, we in the athletic department
are well underway as each fall sports
team has already competed in early-season competition.
We are excited to announce that the
Bridgman Athletic Department is
once again partnering with
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FinalForms, an online forms and
data management service, allowing
you to complete and sign athletic
participation forms for your students. The most exciting news is
that FinalForms saves data from
season-to-season and year-to-year –
meaning you will never need to enter
the same information twice! FinalForms also pre-populates information wherever possible, for each of
your students, saving you time.
You may review your data at any time
to verify it is current – you will be
required to sign your forms once per
year and again after any update. We
are asking that ALL parents of athletes use FinalForms. Please register
at: bridgman-mi.finalforms.com and
follow the prompts to create your
account, create your students and to
sign your forms. Thank you for your
assistance in streamlining our athletic paperwork processes at Bridgman
High School.
We strive for our student-athletes to
demonstrate pride in themselves as
students, as athletes and, as members of the Bridgman community.
Through participation in Bridgman
Athletics, our student-athletes will
represent themselves and their families, their teammates and coaches,
but most of all, they will be considered representatives of Bridgman
High School.
Bees Nation has tremendous student-athletes in our school in all of
our sports, all striving to become
greater on and off the field. We invite

everyone to join us in celebrating our
student-athletes throughout the year
by joining us at our athletic events.
Be sure to follow the Bees on Twitter
@BridgmanSports, on Facebook at
facebook.com/BridgmanAthletics or
on our Bridgman Athletics webpage
at bridgmanathletics.com.
GO BEES!
Ken Schmaltz
Athletic & Community Recreation
Director – Bridgman High School

2021-22 Bridgman
Athletic Department –
A Year in Review
Conference Champions
Bees Football
BCS Conference
Champions
Bees Girls Basketball
Bees Girls Track & Field
Bees Boys Track & Field
Bees Golf
All-State Athletes
Football – Reid Haskins
All-Conference Athletes
Girls Cross Country – Arie Hackett, Jane Kaspar, Summer Fast, Clara
Fast, Emily Howell, Graci Tate
Boys Cross Country – John Sanderson, Andrew Mabry, Sebastian
Kirk, Cole Rodriguez
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Southwestern Athletic Conference
Bridgman High School will be entering its initial school year as a member of the Southwestern Athletic Conference (SAC). Football
(SWM 8-Player Football League) and Girls & Boys Swimming/Diving
(SMAC) are the lone exceptions. Divisions in our new league can vary
sport to sport. Below is your “cheat sheet” for what divisions our Bees
compete in per sport for 2022-23:
SAC (all schools): Cross Country, Boys Tennis, Boys Soccer, Girls Tennis
Lakeshore Division (Allegan, Coloma, Fennville, South Haven & Watervliet): Boys Soccer, Volleyball, Boys Basketball, Girls Basketball, Baseball, Softball, Girls Track & Field, Boys Track & Field
Lakeshore Division (Black River, Coloma, Fennville, Saugatuck, South
Haven & Watervliet): Girls Soccer					
Lakeshore Division (Allegan, Coloma, Gobles, Saugatuck, South Haven
& Watervliet): Boys Golf
Football – Reid Haskins, Zachery
Teed, Jayce Warren, Tanner Peters,
Clark Smith, Nolan Staniszewski
Boys Soccer – Ethan Williams,
Dylan Reisig, Jon Cabrera, Aiden
Ackerman
Boys Tennis – Ellie Kroeze
Volleyball – Takiya Cornelius,
Peyton Oman, Bella Gearhart, Haylee
Kanous
Girls Basketball – Olivia Tomlin,
Arie Hackett, Tatyanna Hill, Elise
Schmaltz, Sam Rydwelski
Boys Basketball – Jayce Warren,
Nate Necas, Riley Gloe, John Sanderson
Baseball – Jayce Warren, Nate
Necas, Trevor Mulick, Dylan Reisig,
Tanner Peters
Softball – Arie Hackett, Hannah Johnson, Kaylee Shuler, Elise
Schmaltz, Emme Slavens

Girls Track & Field – Mallorie
Griffiths, Arie Hackett, Jane Kaspar,
Clara Fast, Kylie Ott, Maggie Griffiths, Emily Howell, Sophia Bomar,
Ada Klint, Ava Starbuck, Javen
Graves, Eve Kirby
Boys Track & Field – Reid
Haskins, Andrew Mabry, Cole Rodriguez, John Sanderson, Matt DeMeulenaere, Jon Cabrera, Zachery
Teed, Nolan Staniszewski, Kaeden
Lies, Wade Haskins, Christian Dinges, Clark Smith
Golf – Justin Ott, Ryan Anderson,
Maura Killips, Carter Ernsberger,
Nathan Hawley, Jaden Blanchette
Girls Soccer – Emma Boughner,
Olivia Tomlin, Emily Dinges, Ellie
Kroeze

WSJM Athletes of the Week
Reid Haskins (Football), Arie Hackett
(Cross Country), Jayce Warren (Basketball), Nate Necas (Basketball)
New Coaching Hires
in 2021-22:
RMS Boys Soccer – Collin Kruzel
RMS Football – David Wyman
7th Grade Volleyball – Ann Ullig
8th Grade Girls Basketball –
Miranda Companion
7th Grade Girls Basketball –
Cassie Rodriguez
RMS Boys Track – Ty Siuda
New Coaching Hires
in 2022-23:
JV Volleyball – Jackie Roseburgh
Varsity Sideline Cheer (Football) – Justa Scott
RMS Cross Country – Emma
Cramer
9th Grade Boys Basketball –
Logan Peters
Varsity Softball – Logan Peters
JV Baseball – Dan Schuchardt
MHSAA Tournaments
hosted by Bridgman High
School in 2021-22
Fall Sports Season – Division 3
Girls Volleyball District Tournament
Spring Sports Season – Division
4 Girls Soccer District Tournament
(Opening Round)
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From the Desk of Bob Clark, Treasurer
Lake
Township
Treasurer
The 2022 summer
tax bills are out.
Please contact our
office if you have
not received your
Bob Clark, Treasurer
bill. Summer taxes
are due September 14th by 5:00 pm
to avoid penalties. The payment must
be received at our office by then, so
be sure to leave ample mailing time if
paying by mail (postmarks are not accepted). We have had more taxpayers
using our E-check payment option,
credit card payments, and utilizing
the online system to obtain tax and
assessment information. The systems
are very secure. The online payment
system has been upgraded and is
easy to use. Please visit our website
at www.lake-township.org for more
information about these payment options and information. Please contact
our office if you have any questions
about your bill, assessment, or other
information.

next spring. Thanks to Layman
Construction for a great job! We
will be working on sidewalks around
the softball stand to improve handicap access and spectator entry to the
fields and area.
Another project is to install the
exercise equipment we purchased.
This will be installed east of the main
bathrooms and include a sit-up,
pull-up, and parallel bars. This will
be a great way to burn a few more
calories while enjoying the park. So
many people enjoy walking, running,
or riding bikes around the “loop,” this
will be a welcome improvement.
The Bridgman/ Lake Township Youth
Soccer League is looking forward to a
great fall season.
The pavilions were booked pretty
solid this year. Contact our office
if you’d like to rent one or visit our
website for availability. We accept
2023 reservations beginning September 1st.

Disc golf has been busy and had a
tournament in June and another
Lake Township Park News large tournament scheduled for
The big news is that the softball and
September 9th, 10th, and 11th.
baseball concession stands have been People are expected from all over the
renovated, completed, and look great. Midwest. Golfers seem to really enjoy
The leagues will certainly enjoy them this wonderful course.
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The park committee continues to work
on improvements. They are making
plans for 2023 and beyond!

Chamber & Economic
Development News
The CGA finally was able to have a
Makers Trail Festival in June.
The weather was great and the event
was very successful. It is estimated
that around 2,000 people attended.
The Festival brought in many visitors
from out of the area to enjoy beautiful
Weko Beach, some great local music,
food, and of course many beverages
from our local beer, wine, and distilled
product Makers. Plans are being made
for 2023. The CGA is also coordinating
Sunday concerts in the courtyard and
movies in Toth Park. Great new events
for our community. The CGA has also
been working on redefining its mission and purpose. They are looking at
some housing initiatives, improved
marketing and promotion of our area,
and attracting retail to the community.
All great work.

Trail News
The John Gast Memorial Trail
from the High School/Bridgman to
Lake Township Park is in the process of being evaluated for the grant
request. An answer will be received
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this fall. If that is positive, we will begin more
detailed engineering and determine the route
along Gast Rd. Engineering should be completed
over the winter so the project can go out for bid
in early 2023 with actual construction in the fall
of that year if possible. This will give the schools
and the entire community safe access to the park.
We are positive it will be a great improvement to
our area and the first non-motorized trail in Lake
Township. Plans are continuing for a larger plan
for trials in Berrien County connecting communities, parks, existing trails, and the entire area
together. The Friends of Berrien County is
developing a County Master Plan that should be
completed this fall. As of writing this, the Friends
and the Master Plan coordinator are having
several meetings for public input about trails. The
plan will include access from Warren Dunes State
Park north to Bridgman/St Joseph and South
to Sawyer/New Buffalo. Portions of the Linear
Trail have already been completed on Red Arrow
Highway south of Bridgman.

Broadband Expansion
Lake Township is active in pursuing the expansion of broadband access to those areas not
currently served with high-speed internet access.
Currently the county is coordinating a detailed
study defining areas not served. The study is to
be completed yet this year. From this study we
will be determining the cost of internet service
to those areas and be lining up funding to get
this completed. Reliable internet access is critical
these days and an important infrastructure component of any community.

COMMUNITY BUZZ

Building/Zoning
Department
I am writing this just a day after the township primaries
and I would like to express a thank you to the township
supervisor contestants who stepped up and put their
name and reputation front and center, all committing
to serve this community. This takes a very special person to do that and I want to thank all of the contestants
who stepped up.
Not a whole lot to report on the Planning Commission’s
activities. We are still working on the Master Plan. We
received a little over 200 surveys back and have not
completely sifted through that data yet. A committee
will be working with Williams & Works, our township
planner, on that data and will put this information
to work. In June and July, the Planning Commission
held two different Map Amendment hearings. A Map
Amendment is a zoning district designation change
or zoning change. Both of these amendments were
focused on individual properties one located just to the
south of Warren Dunes Village from a C-1 (Commercial) zoning district to an R-3 Residential Mobile Home.
The other property is located just to the north of California/Church Street on Red Arrow Hwy. That property
was designated as Industrial and was amended to be
C-1 Commercial. Both of these properties have potential developments waiting on the zoning changes.
Thank you and have a safe summer,
Rich Kubsch
Building Administrator
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FROM THE DESK OF
GLORIA A. PAYNE, Lake Charter Township Clerk

Gloria Payne, Clerk

On August 2, 2022, Lake Charter Township voters
chose as their next Supervisor, Zach Carson.
Join me in congratulating Lake Charter Township Supervisor-Elect Zach Carson. 913 Lake Charter Township residents, of which 466 were absent voters, and
447 in precinct voters cast their ballots. The following
is the breakdown of all the candidate’s votes:

Zach Carson, Supervisor Elect 390 votes

(James Stine Jr. 144, William Shuler 143, Nancy
Mensinger 108, Brian Thomas 17)
Supervisor Elect, Zach Carson will be
sworn in Tuesday, September 6, 2022, so
that he can be a part of the 2023 budget
process that begins in October.

Supervisor Elect
Zach Carson

As the Lake Charter Township Clerk, I wish to thank
my election workers, who once again, performed beautifully and efficiently.
We had a poll watcher and he told us that “we know what we are doing,”
and that “the precinct was run correctly and according to the State of Michigan laws.” I wish to acknowledge each of them for their service:
Erin Gnodtke, Chair
Sandy Dina, Absent Voter Counting Board Chair
Roberta Warnke – Absent Voter Counting Board
Macie Williamson – Absent Voter Counting Board
Tracy Dettman – In Precinct Election Worker
Mandy Williamson – In Precinct Election Worker
Madonna Arnold – In Precinct Election Worker
Greta Hurst – In Precinct Election Worker
Molly Owen – In Precinct Election Worker
Pam Stanage – In Precinct Election Worker
Nancy DeFreez – In Precinct Election Worker

INTERIM SUPERVISOR
STAN MARKAVITCH
CONTINUED from cover ...

nothing else, it’s how loved and
respected the man was. His legacy
will be around for some time and
not just in Lake Charter Township.
He touched the lives of many,
including mine.
My term began this past April
following a selection process. I had
been curious about our township
governance and felt this would be
an excellent opportunity to give
back while learning from the inside. I haven’t been disappointed.
The office crew is to be thanked for
their assistance whenever needed.
I’ve seen and heard their polite and
patient handling of the many daily
inquiries, difficult or not.
Lastly, I wish to thank the Trustees for the opportunity to be of
service. You’ve all helped make me
feel part of the team.
Stan Markavitch
Interim Supervisor

It takes a lot of people to put the process into place and the election workers have to be trained every two years. I have had the privilege of working
with these women. They care and they take it seriously.
We look forward to Zach’s article in the next issue of the Bridgman Buzz.
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LAKE CHARTER TOWNSHIP WATER SYSTEM
Hello to Everyone.
It is amazing how fast time
passes. By the time you receive
this newsletter the summer will
be over. I think about the events
that have happened over the
summer not only in our own
community, but also in this
country as it relates to the water
industry. One thing is the heat
and lack of water around our
country.
You get the news, and you hear
or read about droughts taking
place in the U.S. -- forest fires
in the west, drought conditions,
and water shortages. It makes
one have to think about the
abundant water source that we
have in Lake Michigan. What
a great benefit it is to have
Lake Michigan as our water
source. It is easy to take it for
granted. We haven’t had to be
concerned with low lake levels.
Lake Mead on the
Colorado River in
Nevada supplies
water to over 2 million
residents and 40 million
annual visitors. It has
dropped 26 ft. in one
year. Could you imagine
if that happened to
Lake Michigan?

It is important to use water wisely and to protect this valuable resource. Some
of the ways we can do this are to simply consider what we dispose of onto the
ground, remembering that it will eventually make its way to the lake. We need
to assess how we use water overall, and use good land management practices.
In earlier years, how waste products were disposed of, still impacts the lake
today. So, think about that the next time you turn on the faucet and drink a
clean refreshing glass of Lake Township water. How blessed we are to have this
abundant source!
One layer of protecting the water distribution system is the implementation
of a residential cross-connection inspection program, which began earlier this
year. I want to thank everyone who had an exterior inspection completed. We
implemented the residential program due to enforcement by MI EGLE through
the Safe Drinking Water Act (SDWA part 14). This was not an optional program for Lake Township to implement. This project will be completed over the
next couple of years with over 800 initial inspections completed by September
of 2022. If you haven’t had an exterior inspection conducted yet, you
will be notified by HydroCorp who will be conducting these inspections. Should you have any questions or concerns, you can contact
HydroCorp at 1-844-493-7641 or email info@hydrocorpinc.com.
When the inspection takes place, they will not ask to enter your home, and you
will be notified if something is found that poses a threat to the water system.
Once the initial residential inspection has been completed, if nothing is found,
another inspection won’t be required for 20 years unless changes have been
made to your plumbing system (ex: lawn irrigation). We have been conducting
annual cross-connection inspections on commercial accounts for over 40 years.
It is important to understand that if someone connects to the water system
and has the potential to contaminate the water, you surely don’t want to be the
one drinking it or the one causing it. We take water quality very seriously. If
you have further questions or concerns, feel free to reach out to us.
If you have an interest in a tour of the plant, or want to find
out more about the water industry as a career path, please
reach out to me.
Jeff Burkhard
Water System Superintendent
jburkhardltwater@lake-township.org
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CITY MANAGER’S MESSAGE (Continued from COVER ... )
a hometown team to study alongside
teams from Benton Harbor, Casco
Township, Grand Beach, Saugatuck,
Van Buren County, and the City of
St. Joseph.
The interactive course consisted
of three, three-hour webinars created by the Coastal Management
Program (CMP) from the Michigan
Department of Environment, Great
Lakes, and Energy’s (EGLE) Water
Resource Division and the Michigan
Association of Planning (MAP), with
funding from the National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration
(NOAA) and the U.S. Department of
Commerce. Conducted in January
and February, the webinars featured
presentations from ecologists, geologists, coastal engineers, environmentalists, city planners, and administrators in a video series hosted by CMP
Manager Ronda Wuycheck.
As part of their training, the teams
were required to study ways coastal
resiliency could be strengthened in
their own communities. As defined
by the Urban Sustainability Directors’ Network, resiliency is “the
ability of a community to anticipate, accommodate and positively
adapt to and thrive amidst changing
climate conditions or hazard events
and enhance the quality of life,
reliable systems, economic vitality
and conservation for present and
future generations.” According to the
CMP’s webpage, climate change on
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the Great Lakes means higher highs,
lower lows, and increased storminess. Weathering this new volatile
reality requires best practices to be
put in place before extreme events
occur, and that, according to MAP
Director of Programs and Outreach
Wendy Rampson, is what the CLA
was designed to do. “The impetus for
the CLA,” she wrote in a recent email,
“is to provide communities with the
planning and zoning knowledge and
resources they need to be wise stewards of their coastlines.”
This concept of stewardship is what
inspired Councilmember John Bonkoske to propose that the Bridgman
CLA team become charter members
of a Bridgman Shoreline Resilience
Committee that could engage with
the city council on an ongoing basis.
“I thought it wise to set up a local
committee similar to the academy’s
teams to continue educating ourselves and the public on what goes
on with our two miles of the state’s
coastline to ensure that we’re being
environmentally astute,” he said.
At 3,288 linear miles, Michigan
has the longest freshwater coastline in the nation and two-thirds
of the coastline of the entire Great
Lakes basin. “Michigan is truly the
Great Lake state,” Wuychek said in
the introduction to the CLA video
series. “We have the responsibility to
protect, restore, enhance and wisely
develop our coast for current and
future generations.”

To that end, Bridgman’s new committee intends to increase awareness
of the risks that threaten the community’s coastline and encourage
approaches that will mitigate them.
In addition to Councilmember Bonkoske, its members include Parks
and Recreation Director Sara Ball;
Building and Zoning Administrator
Brad Mattner; Bridgman resident
and Woodland Shores Association
President Gene Schoon; Lake Charter
Township resident and Dunewood
Association member Ellen Reagan,
and Lake Charter Township Trustee
John Wilk.
In addition, Marcy Hamilton, a
senior planner, and deputy executive
of SWMPC, has agreed to serve the
committee as a subject-matter expert. Of her involvement, Hamilton
wrote this in a recent email, “SWMPC
will continue to provide support and
assistance to Bridgman, Lake Township, and others in our region. We
encourage communities to be proactive in adopting plans, strategies, and
policies to not only protect property
and infrastructure but also the wonderful natural shoreline, dunes, and
beaches of SW Michigan.”
For more information,
please visit the Bridgman
City website, where you
can find the committee’s
mission and purpose statements, as well as informative videos and articles that
will periodically be posted.
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Summer Taxes Due Soon
Debbie Lambrix, Treasurer
2022 Summer taxes are due September 14, 2022. Beginning September
15 there will be interest added to
the total. Please call the Treasurer’s
Office to obtain the correct payoff
amount. Winter Taxes will be mailed
out by December 1, 2022. If you do
not receive your taxes within a week
after the mailing deadline, please
contact the office for a duplicate
copy. Remember, the law does not
forgive you for not having the bill.
It is the taxpayer’s responsibility to
contact our office if you have failed to
receive a bill.
Always double-check your payment
amount written on your check.
Check to make sure that the amount
being paid is the amount written on
the check. We often receive checks
with the figure transposed or numerical amounts that do not match
written amounts, so please take a
few extra moments to look over your
check before mailing or bringing in
your payment.

Public Art Initiative
Art and creativity are vital to the
economic and cultural development of communities. Behind every
vibrant, animated main street are
the fingerprints of artists, designers,
and creatives; this does not happen
by accident. Bridgman’s Master Plan
recognizes that “arts and culture are

essential components of a thriving,
knowledge-based community.” In a
recent survey conducted by the Corridor Improvement Authority, public
art was identified as the topmost
desire of residents. Answering this
call, an initiative is being launched
to develop a future public arts council. This initiative is being led by
Julie Strating, Corridor Improvement Authority Member and Vice
President of the Greater Bridgman
Area Chamber and Growth Alliance
(Bridgman’s local economic development organization). Cultivating a
robust arts ecosystem in Bridgman
will be a community-wide, inclusive
effort. All champions of public art
will be invited to the conversation.
More information on this effort is
forthcoming. Please contact City Hall
in the interim with any questions or
email art@bridgman.org.

November General Election
The General election will be held in
the City of Bridgman on Tuesday,
November 8, 2022. Polls will be open
from 7:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. at City
Hall, located at 9765 Maple St. The
last day to register for the election is
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 8, 2022, by
8:00 p.m. at the City Clerk’s office.
You can also visit the Secretary of
State’s website www.michigan.gov/sos
and register online up to 15 days
before election day. Regular business
hours for the City of Bridgman City
Hall are Monday – Thursday between
the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 4:00

p.m. and Fridays from 8:00 a.m. to
3:00 p.m. The City Clerk’s office will
be open on Saturday, November 5,
2022, between 8:00 a.m. and 4:00
p.m. Full text of the ballot may be
obtained at the City Clerk’s office or
can be found at www.mi.gov/vote.

Principal Residence
Exemption
Summer tax bills were issued in
early July. It is important to review
your bill and look at the top right
corner to verify that your Principal
Residence Exemption (Homestead)
percentage is correct. If you find that
it is incorrect, please contact the assessing office so that we can correct
the error and/or have you complete
the required Principal Residence Exemption Application so that in future
years it will be correct. The Principal
Residence Exemption reduces your
property taxes by approximately 15%
over those properties that do not
qualify for this exemption. Please
contact the assessing department if
you have any questions on the requirements for this exemption or the
application process.
The State Tax Commission requires
assessors to annually inspect a percentage of properties in each class.
This summer and fall you may see
me in your neighborhood reviewing
properties and updating photos of
property improvements. I am looking for changes to the property and
verifying that my property informaContinued on PAGE 19.
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Building or Remodeling?

Helpful Information for Homeowners
PAYING THE CONTRACTOR
• Never pay for the entire job in
advance.
• Make a deposit when work begins
to cover materials and startup
costs. Pay by check to the company
name and ALWAYS get a receipt.
• Make scheduled payments as work
progresses.
RESOLVING PROBLEMS
• If you have problems, you should
first try to resolve them directly
with the contractor before making
the final payment. You may contact
the local building inspector for assistance in resolving workmanship
and code violations.
• Small Claims Court is another
alternative if the dispute involves a
sum within their jurisdiction.
• If your efforts to resolve the matter fail, or if you feel you have
been the victim of fraud or deceit,
you should contact the Bureau of
Construction Codes, Residential
Builders' Section to file a complaint. Additional information on
the complaint process can be found
at https://www.michigan.gov/lara/
bureau-list/bcc/divisions/compliance
GET IT IN WRITING
• When you have selected a contractor,
get all agreements in writing. A written agreement will make sure there
are no misunderstandings about the
work or the terms of the contract.
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• Make sure that you read all documents carefully. While it is not
required, it is often a good idea to
have an attorney review the contract and any other forms before
you sign them, especially if a large
sum of money is involved.
• Don't be afraid to ask questions
about anything you do not understand. Ask for any changes or
modifications before you sign the
contract.
GET ESTIMATES
• Get estimates from different
contractors to compare prices.
Remember the cost of materials
and quality of materials will affect
the bid. A low bid based on inferior
materials may not be a bargain, so
consider more than the price alone.
• Be sure the estimate specifies the
total price, the terms of payment,
the kind of materials to be used,
and the expected time it will take
to complete the job.
• Be wary of special prices because
of left over materials, other jobs in
the neighborhood, or discounts if
you agree to get other customers.
They are often gimmicks used to
get you to buy.
CHOOSING A BUILDER
Get the names of contractors from:
• Friends or neighbors who have had
satisfactory work done.
• People at local home improvement
centers, builder shows or open
houses.

• Local Yellow Pages list licensed
builders who do business in your
community.
• Local home builder’s association.
If the association is affiliated with
the National Association of Home
Builders, all members should be
licensed by the state in order to be
included on their roster.
You should be aware that all contractors offering to do work which totals
$600 or more in labor and materials
must be licensed by the Department
of Licensing and Regulatory Affairs.
A Residential Builders license allows
a contractor to build a complete
residential structure and to do maintenance and alteration (remodeling)
work on a residential structure. A
Maintenance & Alteration license
indicates that the holder has met
requirements for one or more of the
following trades:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Basement Waterproofing
Carpentry
Concrete
Excavation
House Wrecking
Insulation
Masonry
Roofing
Screen and Storm Sash
Gutters
Siding
Swimming Pools
Tile and Marble

The trades for which a maintenance
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and alteration contractor is qualified
to practice are listed on the license.

•

The holders state license must be
displayed in the place of business and
all contractors, and their salespersons must carry a pocket card, which
you should ask to see. If they cannot
show you a license, check the department's License Information database
or call the Residential Builders' Sec•
tion at 517-241-9309.
GET REFERENCES
• Get references from the contractors
you are considering.
•
• Ask for the name and address of
previous customers. Check with
those people who have had work
done and ask if it was satisfactory.
• Be sure the contractor has a permanent business location and tele•
phone number.
• Check the contractors credit reputation with local banks or suppliers.
THE CONTRACT
• The company name, address, phone
number and the full name and
license number of the builder/contractor and/or the salesperson.
• Detailed job specifications which
•
include a description (brand
names, colors, grades, styles and
model numbers) of materials, a list •
of all costs spelled out clearly, and
any architects or engineers drawings which are required.
• Start and completion dates. These
should allow for any reasonable
delays but should include a clause
allowing you to withhold payment •
if work slows down for no apparent

reason.
A statement that all required building permits and variances will be
obtained by the contractor before
work is begun. The building permit
is for your protection. An inspector will make sure the finished job
meets all codes and safety standards and makes the contractor
responsible for corrections.
A guarantee that the contractor
carries liability insurance and has
Workers Compensation coverage,
in case of accidents on the job.
A statement of warranty on the
work. Be sure it tells if labor and
materials are guaranteed, and for
how long. A statement that cleanup will be done by the contractor
should be allowed.
A provision for credits if there
are large amounts of materials
left over. On the other hand, you
should be prepared to pay for extra
materials if the project takes more
than anticipated. Your builder
should provide you with a description of these extra costs in writing,
so that there are no surprises on
your final bill.
The terms of payment should be
clearly stated in the contract.
A right to cancel clause. If you are
solicited and have signed the contract in your home, you have three
days to cancel the contract if you
change your mind. You must send
the contractor a registered letter
stating you wish to cancel.
If everything in the agreement is
satisfactory, both the contractor

and the homeowner must sign and
date the contract. Any changes or
revisions must be dated and initialed by both parties.
• Be sure that the contractor gives
you a copy of the contract, with any
changes noted.
The information provided is not meant to be a
substitute for legal advice. SOURCE : https://
www.michigan.gov/lara/bureau-list/bcc/divisions/licensing/residential-builders/lic-info/helpful-information-for-homeowners

Brad Mattner
Building Official/Zoning Administrator
PRINCIPAL RESIDENCE
EXEMPTION - Continued ...

tion is updated and accurate. I will
be wearing City of Bridgman identification tags while performing these
property reviews. If I stop at your
house, I will knock on the front door
and/or leave a tag so that you know
I was there. These inspections are
necessary to maintain current and
accurate property data. This data,
in combination with sales studies,
is used to develop fair and accurate
assessed values.
The Assessing Department has property record cards on file for every
land parcel in the City. You are always
welcome and encouraged to come
in and review your property record
card(s).
If you have any questions or would
like more information, please contact
the assessing department by phone
at 269-465-5144 x104, by email at
assessor@bridgman.org, or visit the
City of Bridgman website.
John Baumann – City Assessor
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FOLLOW Bridgman Police
Department on FACEBOOK.

CITY OF BRIDGMAN
Bridgman Police Department
9765 Maple Street, Bridgman, Michigan 49106
Phone: 269-465-3880 Fax: 269-465-3701
Daniel J. Unruh, Sr., Chief of Police

FROM THE BRIDGMAN CHIEF OF POLICE

The Bridgman Police Department provides
24-hour coverage, along with certain services
such as: vehicle lockouts, property checks,
bank escorts, background checks and unwanted/expired medication disposal. We also have
several dedicated part-time and reserve police
officers available to assist us when needed.

With the new school year beginning, we want to
remind motorists to obey ALL traffic laws. Here
are a few violations that officers will be strictly
enforcing:
•
Disobeying/rolling through stop signs
•
Speeding
•
Passing vehicles on the right
•
Improper lane use
•
School bus passing
Chief Dan Unruh
Remember, drivers should slow down and prepare to stop when the yellow flashing lights are
on and MUST stop when flashing red lights are activated on school buses.
There is no parking allowed on city streets 2 am - 6 am from November
1st until April 1st. Signs are posted at each entrance to the city limits
advising motorists of this ordinance. Residents can contact the police
department and request a parking pass if overnight guests are expected.
Weather conditions may be considered by the officers and dictate the
issuance of parking passes.
Please make sure your vehicles are locked and all valuables have been removed or secured in a locked trunk while shopping. Thieves often target
unlocked vehicles, so don’t make it easy for them. The same warning goes
for homes, garages, and sheds as well and we encourage our residents to
call if you see or hear suspicious activity. We need your eyes and ears!

PLEASE do not give out any personal
information over the phone, hang up.
We also provide property checks of our
resident’s homes while out of town or on
vacation. Feel free to contact our department so we can check your property
while you’re gone.
Our police department is dispatched by
the Berrien County Emergency Dispatch Center and residents need to call
269-983-3060 for police response to
non-emergencies. Also, 9-1-1 is to be
called only in the event of an emergency.
Officers are normally patrolling the city
but frequently check the phone messages
at the police station if residents wish to
leave non-emergency type messages or
information at 269-465-3880.
STAY SAFE!
Chief Dan Unruh

There are some phone scams going around that primarily target our
seniors or elderly citizens. A lot of the time, these calls originate from another state or out of the country, and we are unable to investigate them.
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2022 FALL CLEAN-UP
SCHEDULE
NOTE:
BAGGED LEAF & BRUSH WILL BE

Bagged Leaves & Brush Pick-up are indicated in
on the calendar. The city requires the use of
biodegradable paper leaf bags. City workers will not
pick up leaf bags made from any other material.
Please limit to yard cleanup.
City workers will spend no more than 15 minutes at
each property. If you have a large quantity of brush,
arrangements can be made for you to haul the brush
to the city composting site. Commercial tree
removal/trimmings will not be picked up and should be
disposed of by the tree service hired. Last day for the
season will be November 21st. Service will resume
April 2023
Leaf & brush burning within the city is prohibited
Curb-side Leaf Pickup is indicated in
on the
calendar. The leaf vacuum will begin on Mondays on
the east side of the city and complete one pass per
week through the city. Leaves must be raked to the
roadside/curb. To prevent flooding from leaves
clogging the storm drains DO NOT rake leaves into
roadways.
Christmas Tree Pick Up – January 4 and 11, 2023
(weather permitting)
Large Trash Pick Up – September 14 & 21. Items not
accepted include those larger than a refrigerator, tires,
and construction material. Refrigerators and air
conditioners must have the freon removed with a tag
attached indicating as such. A complete list of
accepted items is available on the city’s website and at
City Hall.

PICKED UP ON THE SAME DAY

SEPTEMBER
4
11
18
25

5
12
19
26

6
13
20
27

7
14
21
28

1
8
15
22
29

2
9
16
23
30

3
10
17
24

OCTOBER
2
9
16
23
30

6
13
20
27

3
10
17
24
31

7
14
21
28

6
13
20
27

7
14
21
28

1
8
15
22
29

NOVEMBER
1
2
3
8
9
10
15
16
17
22
23
24
29
30

4
11
18
25

5
12
19
26

4
11
18
25

5
12
19
26

BAGGED LEAF & BRUSH PICKUP
CURBSIDE LEAF PICKUP
LARGE TRASH PICKUP

Republic Services also will pick up your extra-large
items for a fee. To schedule such a pickup, call
Republic Services at (269) 465-3773.

21

COMMUNITY BUZZ

CITY OF BRIDGMAN
Sarah J Karl, City Clerk
Sarah J Karl comes to the City of Bridgman
as the new city clerk. She and her husband recently moved to the area with their
4-year-old twins. She previously served as
the assistant village manager and finance
director in Dundee Michigan. Sarah earned
Sarah J Karl, City Clerk
her bachelor’s degree in business management from Michigan State University and
has enjoyed various roles in management and sales for over
fifteen years. Sarah believes in giving back to the communities
in which she lives and works, as evidenced by her dedication as
a long-time volunteer. We are happy to welcome Sarah J Karl to
the Bridgman team.

Remember to Rake ‘em Right
The fall cleanup schedule is included in this
Community Buzz, available at City Hall and
on the city’s website; bridgman.org. Here are
some important reminders and requirements
about the program.
Rake leaves curbside to the grassy area between the street and the sidewalk or to the
curb. Never put leaf piles in the street. Leaves
placed in the street will wash down storm
drains where they can cause algae, clogging,
and water quality impacts. Leaves will also
clog drain inlets and cause flooding.
Collections occur on Monday of each pickup
week between 7:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. Have
leaves at the curb by 7:00 a.m. on the Monday
of pickup. Collection will start on the east side
of the city and work westerly. Crews will make
one pass through the entire city.
Curbside collection will be weather dependent.
If there is a significant snowfall, leaf collection
will be delayed and/or suspended.
The final brush chipping and curbside leaf
bag collection will be on November 21, 2022.
Collection will resume in April 2023.

Tips for stormwater management
on your property

Leaf piles do not kill grass, although they may
cause it to temporarily discolor. To prevent
grass from discoloring rake your leaves just
prior to the scheduled pickup date.

After the loose leaf collection period ends, leaves are to be placed in bioDo not pour anything down the drain – it may flow degradable paper yard waste bags. Residents may drop off leaf bags in the
directly to inland lakes, streams, or Lake Michigan! designated area behind the Department of Public Services Garage located
at 9825 Maple Street (blue building south of city hall) at any time of year.
Polluted stormwater runoff can harm plants, fish,
animals, people, and it can even pollute our drinking Residents are reminded that leaf piles mixed with grass trimmings,
branches, brush, or other non-leaf content will not be collected.
water sources. Be sure to do your part to protect
water quality.
Always remember “Only rain down the drain.”

22

COMMUNITY BUZZ

BRIDGMAN PUBLIC LIBRARY
Hours
Monday - Thursday: 10-8
Friday: 10-5
Saturday: 10-4
Sunday: Closed

Library Board
Ed Valauskas, President
Liz Bogue, Vice President
Rick Fuller, Secretary
Jim Kole, Treasurer
Susan Collins, Trustee
Sue Janoskey, Trustee
Aaron Noll, Trustee
John Wilk, Trustee
Catherine Worcester, Trustee

DISPLAY CASE
The library has plenty of openings for our display case for
the year 2022. If you would
like to showcase a hobby or
collection, please contact Deb
at 269-465-3663 or
deb@bridgmanlibrary.com.

DIRECTOR - SARAH SKINNER
CONTINUED from cover ...

she served in several positions for
the past six years, most recently as
Adult Services Team Leader. She has
strong experience in creating programs, collections development, and
computing, among other areas.
“I am honored to be
chosen as the next
Director of the Bridgman
Public Library,” Ms. Skinner
remarked. “Bridgman is a
lovely city and I am excited
to be here. As a native
of West Michigan, I look
forward to helping the
library develop its vision
of the future and making
a positive impact on the
Bridgman community.”
Sarah Skinner received her undergraduate degree from Western
Michigan University in Kalamazoo,
and her Master of Library and Information Science from Valdosta State
University in Georgia.

and exciting directions, strengthening connections to our diverse
communities. Ms. Skinner will
improve our relationships with
schools in Bridgman and elsewhere in the area and enhance our
work with patrons in Bridgman
as well as in Lake and Chikaming
Townships,” noted Edward Valauskas, President of the Bridgman
Public Library Board of Trustees.
Sarah’s appointment begins
September 1, 2022.
The Board of Trustees
of the Bridgman Public
Library is grateful for the
continued support of the
city of Bridgman and its
citizens. On August 2, this
support was expressed in
a renewal for an existing
library millage, approved
by over 77 percent of the
voters.

“We look forward to Sarah moving
the Bridgman Public Library in new
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BRIDGMAN PUBLIC LIBRARY
LETTER FROM THE BOARD PRESIDENT
"I have always imagined that Paradise
will be a kind of a Library."
--- Jorge Luis Borges
I've always been amazed at what I can find in our
local Paradise, the Bridgman Public Library. That’s
Paradise, full of surprises.
Books, of course - new books, bestsellers, plus
favorite classics, too. Books to borrow naturally, to
listen to, to discuss (in the Library's very enthusiastic book club), to watch (converted into films
on DVDs), and even books to buy (in the Friends
of the Library book shop). But a modern library
is much more than a collection of finely printed
pages.
Diverse programs fill much of the Bridgman
Public Library's calendar each week, every month,
throughout the year. From alligators to ruffage
to the Wright Brothers, there's an event at the
Library to satisfy your curiosity, expand your horizons, and tickle your fancy.
This fall, the Library’s selection of featured programs will include engaging author presentations, delicious
cooking demonstrations, and creative
crafting projects.

Interested in paranormal
activity?
Chad Lewis will take us on a journey to the most haunted places
in Michigan on September 22.
Want to learn the story behind
the writing of The Great Gatsby?
William Hazelgrove will discuss
F. Scott Fitzgerald’s perseverance
through personal hardships on
October 25. Need help food
planning for the upcoming
holidays? Watch Mary Spencer
demonstrate how to make Instant Pot Thanksgiving Side Dishes
(September 13) and Air Fryer
Holiday Desserts (October 11).
Do you enjoy crafting? Join the
Craft Duo and create your very
own Holiday Gnome on November 29.

Oh, I could go on and on
for I’ve only briefly touched
upon the vast array of
resources and activities
at the Bridgman Public
Library. That’s the nature
of your local Paradise, it’s
ready for you, whether you
need to escape from a busy
day, find a quiet space to
work on your laptop, send
a fax, notarize a document,
photocopy a few pages, or
catch up on a variety of
magazines and newspapers.
We look forward to your
next visit!
Ed Valauskas, Board
President

WIFI FREE all day, every day
Access the internet inside the
library, as well as outside on
library grounds.
Sign-on to: BPL Public Wi-Fi. No password required.

LIBRARY EMAIL NEWS
Stay in-the-know! Sign up to receive library emails
on all of our upcoming programs and events. Go to
bridgmanlibrary.com to register.
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BRIDGMAN PUBLIC LIBRARY
ADULT PROGRAMS
INSTANT POT
THANKSGIVING SIDE
DISHES

September 13, 6:00 p.m. via Zoom

We welcome back Culinary Instructor, Mary Spencer, to demonstrate
how to make some delicious Thanksgiving side dishes in the Instant Pot.
She’ll be making Creamy Bacon
Brussels Sprouts and Risotto
with Parmesan. Recipes will be
available on the library website.

MICHIGAN’S MOST
HAUNTED LOCATIONS

September 22, 6:00 p.m. via Zoom

Chad Lewis, researcher and author of
strange and unusual things, will take
us on a ghostly journey to some of
the most spooky places in Michigan including ghosts in the North Woods
and a haunted B & B in Detroit.

AIR FRYER HOLIDAY
DESSERTS

October 11, 6:00 p.m. via Zoom

The holiday season is almost upon us
and one of our favorite cooks, Mary
Spencer, will show us how to make
Blueberry Cheesecake Wontons
and Peppermint Lava Cakes in
the Air Fryer. Make sure you join
us for a sweet presentation that will
kick-start your holiday dessert planning. Recipes will be available on the
library website.

WRITING GATSBY
October 25, 6:30 p.m.

The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald has sold 25 million copies
worldwide and sells 500,000 copies annually. But do you know the
story behind the writing of The Great
Gatsby? Author William Hazelgrove
tells about Fitzgerald’s heartbreak,
infidelity, alcoholism, financial hardship and his enduring perseverance
amidst circumstances that would
have crushed others.

HOLIDAY GNOMES
November 29, 6:00 p.m.

Come celebrate Gnome-vember with
us! Create your very own Holiday
Gnome with the Craft Duo. All materials will be provided. Participation
is limited. Please sign up by calling
the library.

ADULT WINTER READING
CHALLENGE
Read, for the SNOW of it!

December 19 – February 4

Read or listen to five books checked
out from the library to receive your
BPL water bottle. Plus, be entered in
a drawing for a gift certificate to Lake
Street Eats in Bridgman. Sign up
begins December 5.

ONGOING
ADULT PROGRAMS
KNIT N YARN

Mondays, 1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.
& 3rd Tuesday of the month,
6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.
Sep 20, Oct 18, Nov 15, Dec 20

The group is currently working on
projects that will be donated to local
charities. Learn to knit or crochet,
share your latest project, or get help
with a yarning problem.

2ND WEDNESDAY BOOK
GROUP, 5:30 P.M.

Check out a copy of this month’s
book selection and join the conversation! Books may be checked out up to
one month before the meeting date.
September 14

Ahab’s Wife: Or, The Star-Gazer –
Sena Jeter Naslund
October 12

The Great Alone – Kristin Hannah
November 9

The Whisperers, Private Life in Stalin’s
Russia – Orlando Figes
December 14

100 Years of Newbery Medal Winners – A selection of titles will be
available. See the library website for
details.
Classes continued NEXT page.

Michiganactivitypass.info
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BRIDGMAN PUBLIC LIBRARY
YOUTH
PROGRAMS
THE REAL BEES

September 10, 10:30 a.m.

Celebrate National Honey Month
with beekeeper Shannon Jones.
Taste local honey and take home a
project, too. Age 5 & up.

HALLOWEEN WITH THE
ROZ PUPPETS
October 19, 6:30 p.m.

Celebrate Halloween with a live performance of Jimmy and the Monster Downstairs followed by handson activities. Costumes optional.
Age 3 & up.

SILVER SPELLS:
CELEBRATING 25 YEARS
OF HARRY POTTER
November 16, 5:30 – 7:30 p.m.

Drop in for a visit to the wizarding
world! Earn points for your house as
you sample various games and activities. Costumes optional. All ages.

TAKE & MAKE ICICLE
CRAFT
December 7 - 19

Pick up a kit and make some no-melt
glittery decorations to brighten up
your space. Age 4 & up.
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NEW YEAR’S EVE PARTY
December 31, 11:30 a.m. – 12:15
p.m.

Are you too young to stay up until
midnight? Ring in 2023 a little early
with fun at the library. Sign up at the
circulation desk starting December 1.
Age 2 & up.

WINTER READING
CHALLENGE

December 19 – February 4

Complete five challenges to win a
book! Sign up on the library website
beginning December 5.
Age 2 – Grade 12.

TEEN
PROGRAMS
BANNED BOOK WEEK
September 18 – 24

Borrow a book that has caused controversy. Leave a comment on the
wall. Grades 5 – 12.

CRAFT WITH KIMY
October 15, 2:00 p.m.

Make a one-of-a-kind pair of earrings
with guidance from a local, professional artist. Registration opens
September 15. Grades 6 – 12.

DROP IN CRAFT: WINTER
PERLER BEAD PROJECT
December 21 – 23

Wed & Thu, 3:30 – 7:30 p.m.
Fri, 11:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Make something to keep or give!
Grades 5 – 12.

ONGOING
YOUTH PROGRAMS
EARLY LITERACY
CLASSES
Every Tuesday

Toddler and Me (ages 2 – 5)
9:30 a.m. and 11:30 a.m.
Story Hour (ages 2 – 5)
10:30 a.m.

BABY & ME

Every Wednesday, 9:15 – 9:45 a.m.

Parents, caregivers, and babies can
enjoy 30 minutes of guided songs,
movement, and play. The fall session
begins September 14. Newborn –
24mo.

SUNSET STORYTIME

3rd Thursday of the month, 6:30 p.m.

Sep 15, Oct 20, Nov 17, Dec 15
Join us once a month for a special
evening storytime. Families welcome. Beginning September 15.
Classes continued NEXT page.
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BRIDGMAN PUBLIC LIBRARY
LITTLE EXPLORERS

2nd & 4th Fridays, 10:00 a.m.

Sep 9 & 23, Oct 14 & 28, Nov 11 &
25, Dec 9 & 23
Bring your preschooler in to explore
process art, sensory play, and STEAM
activities. Ages 2 – 5.

EARLY READERS BOOK
CLUB

2nd Monday of the month, 3:30 –
4:15 p.m.

Sep 12, Oct 10, Nov 14, Dec 12
Beginning readers in grades K – 2 are
invited to visit the library after school
for read-aloud, literacy games, and
crafts. Call or visit the library to sign
up. The fall session begins September
13.

PAWSITIVE READING

2nd Tuesday of the month, 3:30 –
4:30 p.m.

Sep 13, Oct 11, Nov 8, Dec 13
Elementary school children can
practice their literacy skills by reading
to Zuzu, the licensed therapy dog.
Please call the library to reserve a
15-minute time slot.

SAVE THE DATE: FANDOM FEST 2023
April 15, 2023
The Mendel Center at Lake Michigan College

Fandom Fest is a library collaboration dedicated to bringing the
fan convention experience to Southwest Michigan. Admission is
completely FREE! Activities include guest speakers and panels,
video and tabletop games, cosplay contests, mini-hobby activities,
and door prizes donated from local and national companies.
Vendors will have a variety of merchandise for sale. Get updates at:
www.fanfestswmi.com

ALZHEIMER’S CAREGIVER SUPPORT GROUP
Last Tuesday of the month, 2:00 – 3:30 p.m.
Library Community Room

Build a support system with people who understand. Alzheimer’s
Association® caregiver support groups, conducted by trained
facilitators, are a safe place for caregivers, family, and friends of
persons with dementia to exchange practical information. Topics
range from caregiving challenges and ways of coping to sharing
needs and learning about community resources.

FIRST TEE DROP OFF SITE

Own golf equipment you never use?
Drop it off at the library and we will
donate it to the First Tee of Benton
Harbor. The First Tee is a youth development program that enables
kids to build character and leadership skills through the game of
golf.

COLORS OF CANCER COMMUNITY ART PROJECT
Now - October 31

Join us as we create a visual representation of how cancer has impacted our
community. The Colors of Cancer Wreath will be made with strips of fabric in
colors that represent different types of cancer. Stop by and tie on a piece of cloth
for yourself or someone else who has fought this disease. The completed wreath
will be given to the Berrien County Cancer Service.
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bridgmanschools.com
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Fax: 269-466-0221
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One community working together to serve you better.
Bridgman Public Schools
Central Administration
9964 Gast Road
Bridgman, MI 49106
bridgmanschools.com
Office: 269-465-5432
Fax: 269-466-0221

Bridgman High School
9964 Gast Road
Bridgman, MI 49106
Office: 269-465-6848
Fax: 269-466-0355

F.C. Reed Middle School
10254 California Road
Bridgman, MI 49106
Office: 269-465-5410
Fax: 269-466-0393

Bridgman Elementary

City of Bridgman

3891 Lake Street
Bridgman, Ml 49106
Office: 269-466-0241
Fax: 269-466-0248

9765 Maple Street
Bridgman, MI 49106
bridgman.org
269-465-5144

Bridgman Public Library
4460 Lake Street
Bridgman, MI 49106
bridgmanlibrary.com
269-465-3663
bpl@bridgmanlibrary.com

Lake Charter Township
3220 Shawnee, P.O. Box 818
Bridgman, MI 49106
lake-township.org
269-465-6601

