Williamsburg Temperance Pledge Signers, 1832

Meekins Library has a stack of
temperance circulars on which
residents of the town signed
their names to the following
pledge: “We the subscribers
hereby pledge ourselves, that
we will not, except as a
medicine in case of bodily
infirmity, use Ardent Spirits
ourselves, or procure them for
the use of our families, or
provide them for the entertain-
ment of our friends or for
persons in our employment:
and that in all suitable ways we
will discountenance the use of
them in the community.”

The names of all who took the
pledge are grouped below as
they appear on the circulars
they signed. Each group signed
a separate form. In many cases
the group was a family or
household, but it isn’t clear that
that was always the case.

The circular or pledge form
they signed (copy attached)
was printed in Northampton in
Feb. 1832. Only one of the
signed forms was dated by its
signers, so the period of time
over which all these pledges
were made is uncertain. But it
is known from other records
that some of these signers
moved out of town, died, or
married and changed their
surnames not very long after
Feb. 1832, so a working
hypothesis is that the forms
preserved at Meekins Library
represent a strong push by
temperance advocates to sign
up other non-drinkers as soon
as the pledge circulars became
available, and most or all of
these people probably signed
during 1832.

The message headed “Fellow
Citizens” in the temperance
circular describes, in typically

windy and moralistic 19th-
century language, the grave
problem perceived by the
leaders of the recently formed
national and state temperance
societies. It goes on to propose
putting a copy of the circular in
the hands of every American
family, and exhorts everyone
over the age of 12 to take the
pledge. In fact a dozen or more
signers in Williamsburg were
under 16, and three were only
10 or 11 years old in 1832.

There are 227 signatures in all.
Williamsburg’s population in
1830 was 1225 people.
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Mary Davenport
Cordelia Sadler
Mary Salmon

Thaddeus Bartlett
Esther Bartlett
Erastus Bodman
Mary Ann Bodman
Desire Mayhew
Desire Osborn
Edmond Turner

Philoma Bodman
Theophilus Bodman
Sophia S. Bodman

Abner Carey

Asa Carey

Sylva Carey
Waldo Cleaveland
Almira Cleaveland

Clarissa Coffin

Clement Coffin
Susan Coffin
Elizabeth W. Coffin
Sheldon Warner
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Freeman Coffin
Hannah W. Coffin
Ashley Meekins

Rachel Davenport
Sally (H.? W.?) Miller
Clarissa Dickinson
Betsey French
Jacob French
Edmond French
Edward Gere

Mrs. Frederick Gere
Laury(?) Maynard
Perez Graves
Experience Graves
Anna Graves
Dexter Graves
Lyman Graves
Hannah S. Graves
Eli Graves

Mary A. Graves
Clarissa C. Graves
Samuel D. Graves
Rizpah K. Graves
Samuel Graves
Panthera Graves
John Graves
Eunice Graves
Erastus Graves
Martha Graves
Eunice B. Graves

David Hayden
Clarissa B. Hayden
Sally Hayden
Alexander Hayden
Mary R. Hayden
Caroline R. Hayden
Abigail (S.?) Hayden
George F. Hayden

Josiah Hayden Jr.
Ann Hayden
Elvira Rhoades
Eunice L. Taylor
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Esther Hannum
John Hannum
Silas Hannum Jr.
Lucinda Hannum
Harriet Hannum

Austin Abell
Gamaliel Collins
Wealthy Hannum
Quartus S. Warner
Washburn Blogett
Betsey Leonard
Ephraim Hill
Sarah Hill

Otis G. Hill

Electa Bullard
Lucretia Jones

Hiram Hill

Roena Hill

Horace Bisbee
Caroline J. Fuller
Florilla Cole
Cornelia A. Hill
Lydia Tileston

Justin Hillman
Abigail Hillman
Roswell Hillman
Elizabeth M. Hillman
Ozro A. Hillman

Levi Hitchcock
Phebe Hitchcock
Heman Hitchcock
Jerusha Hitchcock
Lucinda T. Hitchcock

Stephen Hopkins
Fanny Hopkins
George Fairfield
Mary E. Hopkins
Charles S. Hopkins
Stephen W. Hopkins

Horace? or Morris? Coburn

Sally Bunce

Silvanus Hubbard
Abigail Hubbard

Wm. Hubbard
Mary Hubbard
Anna Thayer

Keziah Hyde
John W. Hyde
Polly Hyde
Sally H. Hyde
Lyman Hyde
Ansel Hyde
Samantha Hyde
Rufus Hyde

Stephen Hyde
Parmelia B. Hyde
Cordelia B. Hyde
Francis A. Hyde
Ellsworth H. Hyde

Armanilla R. D. James

Austin Kingsley
Almira Kingsley

Henry Lord

Charles Lord

Fidelia Lord

Dorcas Wait
Benjamin Ludden
Rebekah Ludden
Joseph Ludden
Emily Ludden

Oliver D. Wait
James Mayhew
Anna Mayhew
Elizabeth A. Mayhew
Wealthy Jones

Polly Bodman
Benjamin Ludden
Hope Ludden

Julia E. Ludden (partly
crossed)

Parmenas Ludden
Benjamin M. Ludden
Susan Ludden

Hope Ludden

Rebekah Miller
Hannah Miller
John R. Miller

John Miller 2d

Electa Miller
Sarah Miller
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Hadassah Miller
Oliver Nash
Clarissa Nash
Abigail Ware
Caroline Brown
Artemus Bodman
(latter three are identified
as “domesticks”)
Esther Pomeroy
Wm. Pomeroy
Rachel Pomeroy
Wm. H. Clapp
Nancy P. Pomeroy
Elizabeth Pomeroy
Thomas Pierce
Elias Root
Susanna Root
Spencer Root
Sally K. Root
Fidelia Root
Luther Sanderson
Abigail Sanderson
Sally W. Warner
Stillman Moore
Nathaniel Sears
Eliza Sears

“Wm. Snow’s district,
not one signer in
the whole” *
Solomon Strong
Sally Strong

Ruby Strong
Solomon Strong Jr.

Wm. Strong
Mrs. R. Strong
L. Strong

Ezra Thayer
Margaret Thayer
Oliver Thayer
William C. Thayer
Sarah Lewis
Henry Field
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Widow Hannah Thayer
Hillman L. Thayer
Justin Thayer

Robert Thayer
Jemima H. Thayer
Roxana H. Thayer
Mary Thayer

Hannah Thayer

Jacob Thayer
Sarah Thayer

Martha Thyre [Thayer]
Mrs. Otis Taylor

Zene Thayer
Sybil Thayer
Cushman Thayer
Prudence Wait
Chester M. Wait

Deidama Wait
Louisa Wait

Sally Warner

Abigail Warner
Martha Warner
Almond Warner

Jane Warner
Miranda Warner

Job Warner

Rhoda Warner

Elvira Warner
illegible erased name
Nancy M. Warner
illegible crossed name
Cordelia Warner

Joseph Williams Jr.

Dated April 29, 1832:
Hugh G. Strong
Orrely Strong
Charles Strong
Caroline G. Strong
William M. Strong

* The note written on one form
concerning “Wm. Snow’s
district” suggests that
temperance leaders in the
town’s various neighborhoods,
William Snow among them,
may have been assigned the
task of distributing the circulars
to families living near them and
collecting the signed forms
afterwards. But this theory
seems to be refuted by the fact
that William Snow didn’t take
the pledge himself, and
returned an unsigned form to
make his and his neighbors’
refusal perfectly clear.
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