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New Releases in August 
 

Annotations from Baker & Taylor 
Booking Ahead 

 
 

Biography 
 
August Wilson:  A Life by Patti Hartigan 
A biography of the American playwright of the late 20th century traces his life from his childhood to his work               
chronicling the trials and triumphs of the African American experience. 
 
Congratulations, the Best is Over! by Eric R. Thomas 
The author presents a collection of relatable and humorous essays that explore his return to his hometown. 
 
Kingdom Quarterback: Patrick Mahomes, the Kansas City Chiefs, and How a Once Swinging Cow            
Town Chased the Ultimate Comeback by Mark Dent and Rustin Dodd 
The inspiring biography of the black superstar quarterback who brought the Kansas City Chiefs to their first  
Super Bowl win in 50 years shows how he and his team were what was needed to bring this Midwestern city  
back together again. 
 
President Garfield: From Radical to Unifier by C.W. Goodyear 
A historian presents this biography chronicling the extraordinary, tragic life and times of our 20th president– an               
impoverished boy working his way from the frontier to the Presidency. 
 
 

Fantasy & Science Fiction 
 
Contrarian, No. 3 by L.E. Modesitt 
After his patron is assassinated, Counselor and Isolate Steffan Dekkard must handle political infighting and                 
murder attempts while uncovering who is supplying arms to insurrectionists. 
 
Forged by Blood by Ehigbor Okosun 
Under a tyrannical regime and political invasion, Demi must learn to control the powerful blood magic that is  
her birthright until her misplaced trust costs her mother’s life forcing her to seek revenge. 
 
Hundred Loves of Juliet, The by Evelyn Skye 
Swearing off love, newly divorced Helene moves to Alaska where she meets fisherman Sebastien Montague,                  
who is her invented hero made flesh, and sets out to find the truth behind his existence. 
 
Lolth’s Warrior (The Way of the Drow) by R.A. Salvatore 
As social tensions rise between the adherents of Lolth’s evil and those Drow who demand better, Drizzt Do’Urden                     
refuses to remain on the sidelines and takes part in an uprising the Menzoberranzan will never forget. 
 
Mystery at Dunvegan Castle, The, No. 3 by T.L. Huchu 
Duels, magic and plenty of ghosts await in Dunvegan Castle. 
 
Prophet by Helen MacDonald and Sin Blache 
An adventure fusing noir, sci-fi and a slow burn queer romance is set in a universe just one perilous step from                 
our own. 
 
Rowan, The by Davis T. Bunn 
A rowan tree with mysterious and unique powers is extending its grip over humanity, and investigative writer                      
Valentina Garnier is caught up in a battle between supernatural forces and the federal government. 
 
Thornhedge by T. Kingfisher  
The tale of a kind-hearted, toad-shaped heroine, a gentle knight, and a mission gone completely sideways. 
 
 

General Fiction 
 
Breakaway, The by Jennifer Weiner 
Abby Stern, newly engaged, encounters Sebastian, the one-night stand she thought she’d never see again and                  
finds her certainties about herself and the nature of love challenged. 
 
Council of Dolls, A by Mona Susan Power 
Details the story of three women from different generations, told through the stories of the dolls they carried in                   
1999, 1925 and 1961 bringing to light the damage done to indigenous people throughout history. 
 

 



 
 
 
Family Lore by Elizabeth Acevedo 
Follows the lives of several generations of women in the Marte family after gathering to honor Flor, who can            
predict the day someone will die, and decides to throw herself a huge party as a living wake. 
 
Las Madres by Esmeralda Santiago 
Returning to Puerto Rico to help her mother learn more about her early life, Marysol, along with her mother’s            
friends “las Madres” finds the trip disrupted by a hurricane and a secret that blows their lives wide open. 
 
Lush Lives by Vanessa J. Lyon 
With wit and passion, the novel is about bold, brilliant women unafraid to take risks and fight for what they love. 
 
Peach Seed, The by Gail Anita Jones 
Explores the origins of a family’s tradition and how its modern-day sons and daughters struggle with the legacies              
of America’s Civil Rights Movement. 
 
Tom Lake by Ann Patchett 
Lara tells the story of a famous actor with whom she shared both a stage and a romance with a theater company              
called Tom Lake that causes her daughters to examine their own lives. 
 
 

General Nonfiction 
 
Blue Zones Secrets for Living Longer, The by Dan Buettner 
A guide to the places on earth where people live the longest-including top longevity foods, and the behaviors to              
help you live to 100. 
 
Dark Future: Uncovering the Great Reset’s Terrifying Next Phase by Glenn Beck with Justin Trask Haskins 
The authors reveal what they think are the most important technologies and social and cultural changes that                  
will soon cause an unprecedented level of disruption in the United States, as well as in countless other nations. 
 
Dream Town: Shaker Heights and the Quest for Racial Equity by Laura Meckler 
The history of Shaker Heights, Ohio, which starting in the late 1950s became a national model for housing and             
school integration and the lessons it can offer to a nation still struggling with racial equity. 
 
Perfection Trap, The by Thomas Curran 
The author explores how the pursuit of perfection can lead to burnout and depression, and shows what we can                 
do to resist the modern-day pressure to be perfect to lead a more purposeful and contented life. 
 
Wasteland: The Secret World of Waste and the Urgent Search for a Cleaner Future by Oliver Franklin-Wallis 
A journalist takes us on a journey inside the waste industry, to tell a new story of humanity based on what we                
leave behind, and along the way, shares a blueprint for building a healthier, more sustainable world. 
 
 

Historical Fiction 
 
Bookbinder, The by Pip Williams 
As WWI draws the men of Britain away to fight, Peggy, who works in the bindery at Oxford’s University Press,                
sees the possibility of another future when refugees arrive from Belgium. 
 
California Golden by Melanie Benjamin  
Two teens in 1960s California grapple with the unconventional path of their mother, a talented female surfer. 
 
Canary Girls by Jennifer Chiaverini 
During World War I, April Tipton takes a job at Thornshire Arsenal filling shells where she befriends the wife of                         
a star footballer and decides to join the ladies’ football club. 
 
Heaven & Earth Grocery Store, The by James McBride 
When a skeleton is unearthed in Chicken Hill, Pennsylvania in 1972, an unforgettable cast of characters closely                    
guard a secret, especially when the truth is revealed about what happened. 
 
Keeper of Hidden Books, The by Madeline Martin 
Childhood friends Marta and Janina join the war effort using one of the only weapons that feel safe to them: 
literature, fighting to preserve their culture and community and finding hope in each other in order to survive. 
 
Learned by Heart by Emma Donoghue 
This book follow an orphaned heiress, banished from India to England, and a tomboy who meet at the Manor                
School for young ladies in 1805 York where they fall secretly in love. 
 
 
 



 
 
Paris Assignment, The by Rhys Bowen 
Madeleine accepts a request to aid in the war effort and confronts the devastation of WWII as she fights to take               
down the Nazis, find her husband and ultimately survive against all odds. 
 
 

History 
 
Gallop Toward the Sun by Peter Stark 
The author tells the story of fierce rivalry between future president William Henry Harrison and the Shawnee                
chief Tecumseh who fought against westward expansion. 
 
Girls Who Fought Crime, The by Mari Eder 
New York’s first female crime investigator recounts her “Masher Squad” of 2,000 women that brought down                    
robbers and rapists, and provided witness protection during the trials of the deadliest mafia bosses in the city. 
 
Valiant Women: The Extraordinary American Servicewomen Who Helped Win World War II  
by Lena S. Andrews 
The author presents the inspiring, shocking and heartbreaking stories of these servicewomen that reveal a                
fundamental misunderstanding of the nature of combat in WWII. 
 
 

Medical 
 
Breaking Through Depression by William Phillip Gold 
Provides an exploration of the recent advances and remarkable new methods that offer promising paths to                      
wellness for people who have depression. 
 
Fragmented: A Doctor’s Quest to Piece Together American Health Care by Ilana Yurkiewicz 
The physician-writer exposes how pervasive cracks in the health care system cost us time, energy and lives—               
and how we can fix them. 
 
 

Mystery and Detective 
 
After that Night, No. 11 by Karin Slaughter 
After surviving a brutal attack that changed her life forever, an ER doctor battles to save a young woman who                   
was similarly attacked. 
 
Birder, She Wrote, No. 33 by Donna Andrews 
Meg’s hopes for a relaxing summer are dashed when her father recruits her to help with beekeeping and the            
mayor calls in a favor. 
 
Chateau Under Siege, A, No. 16 by Martin Walker 
When a French intelligence official is stabbed during an historical reenactment, Bruno, the mayor of Sarlat, must              
protect the victim’s daughters, friends and secrets while investigating. 
 
Dead Mountain, No. 4 by Douglas Preston and Lincoln Child 
An archaeologist and an FBI agent investigate when a group of backpackers became so terrified they slashed                      
their way out of their tent and into a blizzard. 
 
Discreet Charm of the Big Bad Wolf, The, No. 4 by Alexander McCall Smith 
Ulf Varg investigates the mysterious disappearance of a man’s cabin, wondering how one tracks down a stolen               
house, while enrolling his dog, Martin, in a promising treatment for deafness. 
 
Halloween Cupcake Murder by Carlene O’Connor, Liz Ireland and Carol J. Perry 
From Galfway, Ireland, to the North Pole, to Salem, Massachusetts, a trio of Halloween mysteries prove the                  
spookiest season knows no borders—and neither does murder. 
 
Honey Drop Dead, No. 26 by Laura Childs 
Tea shop owner Theodosia investigates after a phony beekeeper shows up at a community event and sprays                
toxic smoke at park goers. 
 
Murder at the Elms, No. 11 by Alyssa Maxwell 
The mansions of Newport house many mysteries– murder, theft, scandal– and no one is more adept at solving                
them than reporter Emma Andrews. 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 

Romance 
 
Art of Scandal, The by Regina Black 
After discovering her husband is having an affair, Rachel agrees to keep playing the ideal trophy wife until after            
his reelection campaign but finds it hard to keep her side of the bargain. 
 
Happiness by Danielle Steel 
A successful author receives a letter about an inheritance of a manor and a title from a recently deceased uncle                
outside of London, and her plans to sell the place fade as she contemplates a different life. 
 
Silver lady by Mary Jo Putney 
Set on England’s Cornish coast, a dashing nobleman and a beautiful stranger with a mysterious gift discover they              
share a powerful passion, a unique legacy and a common enemy. 
 
 

Science 
 
From One Cell: A Journey into Life’s Origins and the Future of Medicine by Ben Stanger 
This exploration of the journey of the development of human life from a single cell to birth draws on the latest               
research into how life and body take shape. 
 
Interstellar: The Search for Extraterrestrial Life and Our Future in the Stars by Avi Loeb 
The author revolutionizes the approach to our search for extraterrestrial life and our preparation for it, showing              
how this interaction will be essential for humanity’s survival. 
 
Underworld, The: Journeys to the Depths of the Oceans by Susan Casey 
The author provides a fascinating history of deep-sea exploration and shows how urgent it is that we understand           
the ocean in a time of increasing threats from climate change. 
 
 

Social Science 
 
How Trust Works by Peter H. Kim 
From the world’s leading expert on trust repair comes a guide to understanding the most essential foundation                  
of our relationships and communities. 
 
Quiet Street: On American Privilege by Nick McDonell 
This exploration of wealth, power and the American elite demonstrates how outsiders—the poor, the nonwhite,                  
the suburban—are kept out, examining the problem of America’s one percent. 
 
 

Suspense 
 
Bone Hacker, The by Kathy Reichs 
Called in to help investigate the murders of young male tourists on the islands of Turks and Caicos, forensic               
anthropologist Temperance Brennan makes a discovery that could have global significance. 
 
Cursed at Dawn, No. 3 by Heather Graham 
FBI agents Della Hamilton and Mason Carter investigate after Stephan Dante, the self-proclaimed “king of the               
vampires” escapes from prison, leaving a blood trail in his wake. 
 
Dark Corners by Megan Goldin 
A true crime podcaster investigates after a beautiful, popular, young influencer with a huge following goes                    
missing right after visiting a man in jail who is suspected to be a serial killer. 
 
Deadlock, No. 2 by James Byrne 
Dez travels to Portland to help his friend Riziah Swann uncover the truth after her journalist sister was attacked                 
and seriously injured and her apartment was ransacked. 
 
Gone Tonight by Sarah Pekkanen 
A mother senses danger closing in when her daughter, ready to spread her wings and move away from home,              
begins asking questions about her past. 
 
Good Bad Girl by Alice Feeney 
When a baby is stolen from a stroller and someone at a nursing home is murdered, four women who distrust                    
each other must investigate together. 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
I’m Not Done With You Yet by Jesse Q. Sutanto 
A struggling, unhappy writer is shocked to discover her best friend, who disappeared without a trace, is at the                   
top of the New York Times best-seller list and decides to pay her a surprise visit. 
 
Lion & Lamb:  Two Crime Fighters. Two Rivals. One Hell of a Crime by James Patterson and  
Duane Swierczynski 
Rival PIs, Veena Lion and Cooper Lamb work the same intense headline-making case involving an Eagles starting             
quarterback and his famous wife, and together, knowing every secret in Philadelphia, prove how two wrongs can                           
make a right. 
 
None of This Is True by Lisa Jewell 
Popular podcaster Alix Summer becomes the subject of her own podcast after a woman comes into her life and                  
disappears, leaving behind a terrible and terrifying legacy that puts her life and her family’s lives in danger. 
 
North of Nowhere by Allison Brennan 
After their plane crashes in the wilderness, siblings Kristen and Ryan McIntyre, on the run from the head of a           
Los Angeles crime family, soon discover there’s something even more dangerous in the woods. 
 
Out of Nowhere by Sandra Brown 
Brought together by a mass shooting at a county fair, single mother Elle Portman and corporate consultant               
Calder Hudson, both fueled by revenge search for a killer. 
 
Rock Bottom, No. 25 by Fern Michaels  
The Sisterhood takes action when an old classmate of one of its members needs them to expose the real cause                
of a number of bridge and building collapses. 
 
Someone You Trust by Rachel Ryan 
Taking a nannying job, Amy, welcomed by the Carroll family, soon discovers things are not as they seem in the                 
idyllic rural community and with the Carroll’s themselves. 
 
Tides of Fire by James Rollins 
When the Titan Project, an international research station off the coast of Australia, is attacked, setting in motion                 
a large-scale geological disaster, Sigma Force races against time to stop the world from burning. 
 
Trade Off, The by Sandie Jones 
Rookie reporter, Jess, when the paper destroys the life of a celebrity, is determined to show the world what one                 
tabloid is capable of by uncovering the truth. 
 
What Never Happened by Rachel Howzell Hall 
Relocating to her Catalina Island home, obituary writer CoCo Weber, with a number of elderly folks dying on the              
island, draws connections between a serial killer’s crimes and her own family tragedy. 
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 Placing a Hold 
 
 You may place a hold on any item in the collection.  Simply go to our website and click “Our  
 Catalog” and follow the instructions listed there. 
 
 To request that Collection Development consider purchasing an item, simply make that request  
 while in the library, go to the library’s web site  and follow the instructions or call any branch of   
 the library system.  Your request will be forwarded to  the Collection Development  Librarian for  
 consideration.  
 
 LOAN PERIOD   Three weeks for most items, shorter circulation time for some media materials.           
 A patron may borrow up to and including 15 items at any time.  5 items of media materials may                  
 be borrowed at any time (included in the total 15 items).  To check out additional items, you             
 must reduce the number of items already checked out to a quantity of less than 15.     
 
 MEDIA  Best selling media items are added to the collection as they are released.  Check back                
 often to find the media companion to any new best selling book title added to the collection.                    
 Media is located in the following branches:  Juliette Hampton Morgan, EL Lowder, Rufus A. Lewis,          
 Pintlala and Pike Road Libraries.  Juliette Morgan has the most complete collection of media items.         
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Visit us online at www.mccpl.lib.al.us 
and 

Check out our downloadable collection: 
Cloud Library 

Cloud NewsStand 
Hoopla 

 
Also, catch us on Capital City Connection 

Channel 181 Charter 
Channel 96 WOW 


