%

A0

G

Mystic & Noank
LIBRARY




2021 Annual Report

ESTABLISHED 1893

Mystic & Noank Library

Vision Statement

The Mystic & Noank Library will anticipate and respond to
our community’s needs with access to collections, technology
and activities for all ages in a welcoming and historic space.
We aspire to support each individual’s cultural and creative
interest to enable our community to better understand the past,
succeed in the present and prepare for the future.

WWW. MYSTICNOANKLIBRARY.ORG



Illustrations by Sloan Rankin

2021 ANNUAL REPORT 3



Director’s Report

When I arrived at Mystic & Noank Library on December 6, 2020, we were

ending our first Covid year. The number of patrons in the library was limited. Seating

was removed. There was Plexiglas everywhere. When books were returned, they had to be
quarantined.

By December, 2021, we were learning to live with Covid. The building is fully open, granting
access to copiers, scanners, computers, printers and Wi-Fi. We increased our online offerings
of downloadable EBooks, audiobooks, music, and movies, and offered one-on-one tech help
remotely. We moved library programs online and increased the supply of weekly grab ‘n go
bags to get families through the winter.

In April, sisters Matilda and Violet moved into the second floor and stole our hearts. May
brought Volunteer Day to spruce up the grounds. In June, the Friends hosted a Library Fair with
an outdoor book sale and the Mystic Garden Club plant sale, and we introduced Reading on
Tap. In October we collaborated with Mystic Seaport to have a lecture online followed by a visit
to the Seaport. After three Roode summer concerts outside, we brought the Yale Whiffenpoofs
and the Mystic River Chorale into the beautiful Spicer Reading Room this winter. Programs
for children and families abounded. Besides the popular Grab ‘n Go bags, we hosted craft
programs at the newly installed stand of picnic tables, told stories under the trees, and did
yoga on the lawn. Then there were the petting zoo appearances, with llamas, goats, and sheep!

Looking ahead, we hope to get through the cold months online and plan for more outdoor
programs in the spring and another winter of brisk book circulation of both the physical and the
virtual kind. We are hopeful for 2022, for more concerts, storytimes, and in-person programes,
all the while staying safe.

WWW.MYSTICNOANKLIBRARY.ORG
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Co-Presidents Judy Munro & Linda Kosta

As we say goodbye to 2021 and welcome the start of 2022, the Mystic
Noank Library Board of Trustees welcomes the community back to the
diverse array of services and programs offered by the library. Our ded-

Board of
Trustees

Co-Presidents
Judy Munro
Linda Kosta

Treasurer
Sara Lathrop

Secretary
Ken Soeder

Trustees
Sharon Barrett
Jay Pandit

Julia Parry

Jamie Densmore
Bill Turner

icated and professional staff have been creatively putting their heads
together to find new and innovative ways to provide library services to
our community.

Caitlin McEachern-
Wroblewski

Currently, our historic library building is open to patrons. Stop by to
select a book to check out, spend a few minutes with your children in
the Children’s Room, sit and enjoy the atmosphere while reading the
newspapers or magazines, use a computer or send a fax. If you are not
ready to venture out due to either the weather or COVID, take advantage
of one of our many virtual programs and online book catalogue. If
you want to learn more about online opportunities, book a librarian
to help with your tech questions. Visit the Library’s website (www.
mysticnoanklibrary.org) to see all of the exciting opportunities that are
available to you.

The Board has been busy during the past year with many administrative
tasks designed to help the library staff meet the needs of our community.
We have reviewed our Corporate By-Laws, engaged in a Human Resource
study, spent countless hours on the maintenance and upkeep of our
building and begun making plans for some exciting improvements to the
Library’s grounds.

As supporters, we have come to the library by many paths; some who
have lived in the area for decades while others coming to learn more
about their new community. Whatever path you have taken, we are
excited about the promise of 2022 and all that it may bring.

2021 ANNUAL REPORT



o B> &5 "y
Ny Z ) ,m
G ~1 l \? kS s ‘{’;”3
7 [ ol | N\
L ] 4 -
Ny | 3 - N
o

|
LA :
S p—— | ’r/ /7_(? /z\ \AN
- H’/'f_,,« //1 //// é:_/ -
4 _
|

57,404 visitors &

Masked patrons refused to let the pandemic come between
them and their library.

10,805 eBooks

FREE Wi-Fi is available 24 hours a day inside and outside
the library.

2242

Grab n’ Go Bags




\TISTICS

5165 cardholders

All residents of Groton and Stonington, as well as people who
work or go to school in Mystic, are invited to get a library card.

—)

Audiobooks (®)

Can’t come in? Download a book from home.
Don’t know how? Book a tech help appointment.

o .

Online and in-person programs welcomed a total
audience of 4,344 people.

Items Borrowed
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Services Report

Recently, Iinvited an out-of-town friend
to visit the Library. We went upstairs,
and as he looked around, he said, “You
mean you get to spend your days here?”
I remember the first time I visited the
Mystic & Noank Library. I fell in love
with the building too.

It was not long after my first visit; I
started spending my days here. Lots
and lots of them. It did not take long
for me to realize this Library was more
than just a beautiful building.

Libraries are forever changing, and this
year was no different. We learned to be
flexible — very, very flexible.

In the Children’s Room, we learned
to adapt. We learned things like: it is
possible to hold programs outside, even
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when it looks like it is going
to rain. We learned that online
programs could be fun,especially
when we baked hot chocolate pop tarts,
or drew impossible animals together.

We wupcycled. We gardened. We
practiced yoga. We learned science
and math. We hula hooped. We made
Halloween costumes. We met rabbits
and donkeys, owls and sheep. We even
watched someone juggle with fire.

This year, we were reminded our Library
is more than a beautiful building.
Inside, outside, or online, it is a great
way to spend our days, together.

We read. We laughed. We learned and
most importantly, we stayed connected
with our community.
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Busy as bees: Stonington kicks Pollinz or Pathway
Project into high gear



Report

“Go back?” he thought. “No good at all! Go sideways? Impossible! Go forward? Only thing
to do! On we go!” - ].R.R Tolkein, The Hobbit, or There and Back Again.

It’s the Mystic and Noank Library’s 129th birthday! Alas, 129 years is far too short a time to
live among such admirable Mysticers, Noankers, Grotoners, Old Mysticers, Stoningtonians,
and Groton Long Pointers. That’s right, the library is now eighteen years older than Bilbo
Baggins was when he celebrated his eleventy-first birthday and disappeared mysteriously
never to be seen in the Shire again. Not to worry, the Mystic & Noank Library will not be
disappearing any time soon. And, we are proud to report that our library is in fine condition.

The library is thriving because of support from donors like you, the towns of Groton and
Stonington, and the carefully invested endowment that contributes five percent each year
to complete the annual funding equation. Funding the library’s operations, like everything
at the library, is a team effort and thrives through collaboration.

In 2021 we asked, and patrons, donors, and businesses answered the call with their generous
support. The year of generosity kicked off with a successful Library Giving Day Campaign
that earned $13,580. The Book Bike joined the library and immediately contributed to
fundraising efforts with inaugural sponsorships from Mystic Knotwork, the Mystic Chamber
of Commerce, and Snediker Yacht Restoration. Giving continued as we celebrated the 2021
volunteer of the year, Joanna Case. Patrons made gifts to honor her many years of hard work
for the library. In October, we managed to host a safe and scaled-down annual fundraising
event with the Yale Whiffenpoofs. This “Singing to Celebrate Our Library” concert earned
just over $6000 after all expenses were paid, and gratitude must be expressed to event
sponsors Jimmy Doyle, Densmore Oil, and Vail & Robson DDS. Finally, came the bedrock
of our fundraising program, the annual appeal campaign. 2021’s annual appeal campaign
was a success, earning over $120,000. Heartfelt thanks to all who pitched in to maintain
and grow the Mystic & Noank Library and send us into 2022 with the necessary resources
to succeed.

This library began in 1893 thanks to a remarkable act of generosity and foresight by Captain
Elihu Spicer. He saw the coming centuries as an opportunity to equip Mystic as he might
have prepared his own ship before a long voyage. He built the library for the community to
be strong, to be inspiring, and to last for generations. Now five generations have walked into
this library, admired it, learned with it, and shared it with their children. We wish the library
a very happy 129th Birthday! And, we look forward to welcoming the next five generations
with the same spirit of open-hearted generosity that has been our hallmark since 1893.

Library Givy s

WWW.MYSTICNOANKLIBRARY.ORG




2021 LibraryDonors

Rochelle Abrams
Marianne Adkins
Sultan Ahamed
George Allen
Jane Allen
Allana Allik
Vivian Allingham
Rufus Allyn
Lou Allyn
Catherine Alsop
Damian Althoff
William & Eileen Ames
Shareen Anderson
Frederic Anderson
Margaret Anderson
Patricia Anderson
Joellen Anderson
John Andrea
Richard Arms
Donna Armstrong
Shoreline Association
Marissa Ayala
David & Anne Ayres
Thomas Buttacavoli &
Helen Babcock
Susanne Badgett
Jeanne Baker
Michael Baker
Peter Balestracci
Patience Banister
Melanie Barba
Mary Barber
Carol Barnes-Craig
Marilyn Barr
Spyros Barres

Peter & Catherine Barres

Sharon Barrett
Cheryl Barszcz
Karen Barthelson
Hugh Barton

Timothy & Deborah Bates

Barry Beerman

Thomas W. Beers &
Judith R. Beers

Marjorie Bennett

Gary & Frances Bennett

Ruth Barnes Benson

Kim Benz

Katrina A. Bercaw

Paul Berkel

Ingrid Bernhard

William Bertsche

Deborah Bied

Jeffrey Billeci

Bill Billing

Sandra Bisceglio

Kara Black

David, Kathleen &
Maura Blaney

Michael Blefeld
Barbara Block
Tom Blum
Neal Bobruff
Diana Boersma
Linda Boodman
Lauren Boulanger
Katharine Bradford
Christine Bradley
John Bradley
John Bradshaw
Todd Brady
Suzanne Braley
Daniel Brannegan
James Breton
Marsha Brick
Peggy Brissette
Janice Brissette
Gerry Brooks
Robert Bruno
Alan & M. J. Brush
Goran Buckhorn
Scott Burbank
Bettina Burbank
Sharon Burelle
Elizabeth Burnham
Bruce Burrows
Craig Bush
Kathleen Busse
Joan Butler
Richard & Alice Butler
Charles Cady
Richard Cady
Constance Calfo
Carroll Jane Callahan
David Campbell
William Canning
Liz and Bob Carangelo
Geoffrey Cardinali
Sharon Carlee
Melinda Carlisle
Stephen & Andrea
Carlow
Susan & Thomas
Caronia
Ken Carpenter
Bruce Carpenter
David Carreau
Joanna Case
John Casey
Clarence Casper
Bonnie & Frederick
Castellani
Claire & Joseph Cataldi
Linda Cernak
Mystic Chamber Of
Commerce
Erica Chandler
Tom Chapman

Robert Chew & Mary
Anne Bigley Chew
Rob & Victoria Christian
Sylvia Christiansen
Caroline Cimochowski
Robert Clay
James & Bette Collins
Marilyn Comrie
Richard Conant
Anne Connerton
Paul & Carol Connor
Lois Constantine
Fred Conti
Kevin Conway
Rod Cook
John Cory
Frank Crandall
Annie Cravero
Jo-Lynda Cravero
Joshua Hazelwood &
Patricia Cravero-
Hazelwood
Kathleen Cravero-
Kristoffersson
Ruth Crocker
George Crouse
Mark Cukierski
Lonnie Curtis
Carol Cushman
Curt & Betsie Danforth
Chris Daniels
Brenda Davie
Julia Davies
Franklin Davis
David Davison
Kevin DeBoyace
Robert DeGroot
Rodney & Heather
Denman
Mark Densmore
Joyce Densmore
Paul Deschenes
Connie Desillier
David & Ann Devlin
Richard Dickinson
Guy Dijulio
Kate Dimancescu
Kathy & John Dixon
Pamela Dolan
Maggie Donofrio
Helen Douglas
Edward Dowd
James Doyle
Victor Dufault
Nancy Dunne
Melissa Dupont
John Durham
Frank Durrschmidt
Kathy Dyer

John Ehlers

Barbara Elias

Mary Ellen Elias

Garry & Cheryl Elmer

Laura Elsenboss

Mary Engvall

Anthony Erdman

David Evans

Vanessa Evans

Robert Farwell

Margaret Favretti

BJ Ferguson

Henry & Susan
Ferguson

Michael Fichtner

Peter Filardi

Paul & Gail Filippetti

Stephan and Annette
Finton

Mary Fiorelli

Thomas Fitzgerald

Richard Fitzgerald

Jane Fitzpatrick

Tom Flaherty

M. June Fliri

Marge Fondulas

Janice Formisano

William & Linda Hart
Forster

Donald Forsyth

Lewis & Marilyn Foster

Barbara Foster

Arthur & Pamela Fox

Susan & Bob Fraile

Rachael Franco

Sue Frankewicz

Sherry & Alfie Fritzsche

Patricia Fritzsche

Susan Funk

Mary Ellen Furlong

Susanna Fusconi

Joseph Gadbaw

Carolyn Galligan

Sal Galtieri

Katharine Garfield

Alex Garmon

Robert Geary

Carl & Kathy Gehring

Michelle Gemma

Judy Gessford

Thomas & Anna
Gibbons

William Gibbs

Matthew Gibbs

Stephen Gilardi

Kathleen Gioffre

Rick Gipstein

Arthur and Carole
Glaser
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William and Lois
Glazier

Steven Goldstein

Jill Goodrich

John Gordon

Geoffrey Gordon

John and Rose Corbett
Gordon

Cindy Gracon
Connelly

William and Christine
Grady

Robert Green

Joseph Greene

Margot Greener

Valerie Grimm

Roger Gross

Josephine Guarnaccia

Frederick & Stella
Haberlandt

Craig Haines

Esther Halferty

Thomas Halsey

Janet Hamilton

Carolee Hanbury

Jane Hanley

Doug Hanna

William Hargreaves

Julia Hartman

Mary Hartman

Mable Hauck

Beth Heard

Kristen Helal

Virginia & Robert
Hellstrom

Ben & Sandy Helme

Marilyn Helmholz

Jan Helyer

Guy Hermann

Barrie & Judith Hesp

Barbara Heuer

Mike & Lynda Hewitt

Judith Hicks

Travis Hlcks

David Hill

Sarah Hill Canning

Pat Hines

Muriel Hinkle

Mike & Pam Hiza

Marion Hobaica

William Hoffman

Duane Holdridge

Joseph Holdridge

Breland Holley

Patricia Holmes

Deborah Holmsen

Herbert Holmstedt

Edward Hourihan

Phoebe Huang

Mary Hughes

Judy Ingram Golden
Ruth Jacob
Peter Jalbert
Kay Janney
Edward Janusz
Dawn Jeffrey
Anne Jellison
Mark Johnson
Christine Johnson
Edward Johnson
Susan Johnson
Michael Johnson
Cameron Johnson
Shannon Johnson
Stephen Jones
Mary Jones
Lawrence Jones
Karen K. Clark
Kathleen Kearns
Susan Keep
Blain & Deborah Keith
Jacqueline Keller
Sonja Kelly
Carolyn Kelly
Sarah Kelly
Christopher Kennedy
Jane & Paul Kenneson
Lavina & Pierce Kepple
Chris Kepple
Peter Kepple &

Karin Whittemore
Brian Kettledon
Ted & Susan Kietzman
Diane Killeen
James Kimenker
Richard King
Franklin Gary King
Stephen Kingsland
Linda Knopf
Kenneth Knott
Jack Komorowski
Katrina Korpi
Richard & Linda Kosta
Jeffrey Kramer
Kathleen Krause
Robert Krusewski
Maria Ksiezopolska
Philip Kuepper
Madeline Labriola
Ted Ladwig
Sharon Lamazor
Virginia Lamb
Theresa Lamb
Martha Lane
Sara Lathrop
Anne and Kevin Lawrie
Jack Leary
Joe LeBlanc
So Young Lee
Rosalie Lee

James & Wendy Hunter Robin Leeds &

June Ingram

Art Tanner Leeds

Greg Leonard

Bob& Linda Lester

Robert Leuba

Marie Levenson

Hazel Levine

David Lewis

Susan Lewis

Elizabeth Limkemann

Kathleen Lindstrom

Janice Linhares

Frank & Jane Lionelli

Ruth Lipman
Kummings

Ralph Little

Thomas Littlewood

Sarah Lomax

Peter Lorinser

Ioulia Loubkina

Jill Lubrano

Katie Lund

Sheila Lyons

Gregory Mackenzie

Sophia Macris

David Madacsi

Susan Maguire

Bob & Sharon Maler

Kathryn Maltarich

Carol Mann

Janice Maranda

Amy Ruotolo &

Tim Marchand
Frank & Cathy Marco
Lynn Marsden-Atlass
Pat Martello
Jeanne Martin
Robert & Cynthia

Martin
Stearns & Prudy Martin
Marc Massaro
M. Massey
Anthony Masullo
Margaret Maxson
Philip & Jean Mazzella
Mike McBee
Charles & Marion
McComb
Janice McDermott
Donna & Mike
McDermott
Cynthia McDevitt
Helen McDonnell
Hugh McGee
John & Marcia
McGowan
Thomas & Gail
McGrath
Sandra McGuire
Adele McGuire
John McHugh
Thomas McLoughlin
Susan McMillin
Lynne McPhee

Teresa McShane

Robert Meister

Gae Melford

Frank Menniti &
Sandra Miller

Stephen & Patricia
Menno-Coveney

Diana Postemsky
Merida

Mike Messick

Melissa Messina

Peter & Pamela
Metivier

Jeff Mill

Penelope Miller

Arthur & Peggy Miller

Peter Milstein

Janis Mink

Michael Mirsky

John Miscione &
Kristen Earls Miscione

Irene Mlynar

William Mockler

Sabine Moffett

Nancy Moore

Ann Moore

Charles & Christina
Morgan

Patricia Morris

Karen Morrison

Betsy Morton

Regina Mott

Judy Munro

Laura & Brian Murphy

Pauline Murphy

Donald Murphy

Joanne Murray

Barbara Musante

Stephen & Elizabeth
Musante

Elizabeth Musto

Clifford Neal

Emily Nelson

Dan Nelson

Richard Newton

David & Cynthia
Nickerson

Judith Nickerson

Clare Noel

Marta Nolan-Alley

Jennifer Norcross

Rebecca Noreen

Thomas Norris

Kevin North

Susan Noyes

Kathleen O’Beirne

Martha O’Brien

Maureen O’Brien

Carmela O’Donnell

Anne O’Neill

Laurie Ochnio

Lawrence Okerblom



Thomas Olson
Lana Orphanides
Dana Oviatt
Jane Ovitz
Anne Page
John Pagnozzi
Cynthia Palmer
Carol Pan
Lydia Pan & Mark
Kronenberg
Jay Pandit
Stephen Panikoff
Norma Paradis
George & Marlies
Parent
Thomas Parker III
John Parry
Deborah Passero
Harry Paul
Martha Perry
Betsy Peterson
Bonnie Phillips
Kim Phillips
Derek Pirruccello
Pete & Karen Pizzaruso
Edward Planeta
Linda Plankey
Caroline Plantz
Philip Plouffe
Robert Pomeroy
Valerie Popkin
Julia Porter
Sarah Porter
Philip Porter
Mike Posta
Mary Pouliot
Joanne Price
William Pryor
Edward Purcell
Steven M. Purdy
John Read
Barbara & Roger Read
Dorothy Jo Reed
Jan Rehling
Carl Reichard
Ann Reilly-Perchik
Joanna Reindel
Lawrence Reiter
Catherine Remigio
Beatrice Reynolds
Joyce Richmond
Michael & Lucy Rister
Eleanor Ritzie
Philip Robarts
Suzette Roberts
Angenette Robinson
Orin Robinson
Paul Rogers
Brian & Carol Rogers
Barbara Romboni
Carl Roode
Amy Rosen

Joel Rubenzahl
Peggy Russell
Linda Rutan
Rona & Martin Rutchik
Terry Rutledge
Barbara Sahagan
Sara Salancy
Nancy Salerno
Donald & Shirley
Sanders
Leslie Sandin
Judith Sandoval
Bob & Marie Santa
Paul Sartor
Susan Sayer Family
Trust
Dawn Scanlon
Tod Schaefer
Willliam Scheer
Suzanne E. Scheurer
Wendy Schnur
Margaret Schock
Carolyn Scholz
David Schulz

Peter & Miriam Scillieri

David & Sandie Scott

Laura Scott

Nancy Segall

Richard Semeraro

Russell Sergeant &
Christine Eskilson
Sergeant

George & Anna Shaw

Arthur & Marie Shaw

Roger Sherman

Ann Shipley

Jeanne Shirvell

Cassandra Simoncini

Shelley Sinclair

Nancy Sinsteden

Kevin Sisson

Frances Slater

Lori Slonski

Steven Slosberg

Newell Sly

Anne-Marie Smith

Gerald Smith

Ellen Smith

Janet Smith

Marshall Smith

Michael Smyle

Kenneth Soeder

Shau-Wen Sokol

Candace Solis

Carl & Carol Sommer

Anne Soracchi

Angelo Spanodemos

Karen Spaulding

Joanne Spellane

David Spira

Peter Springsteel

Jonathan Sproul

C. William Stamm

Heidi Startz

Bruce Stauffer

Nancy Steenburg

Terry Stefanski

Susan Steiner

Duncan & Lolly
Stoddard

Carl Strand

Regina Strand

Carl Strand

Peter Stuart

Jeffrey & Mary Suter

John Sutphen

Mark Svencer

Amy Swan

Robert & Catherine
Tabor

Ben & Eleanor Tamsky

Harold Tarbox

Janilyn Taylor

Leslie Teicher

Matthew Teicholz

Steven Telsey

Maria Roode Theberge

Tommy Thomason

Eric Thompson

Christopher Thorp

Barry & Stephanie
Thorp

Raymond Thorpe

David & Kathryn
Thurlow

Lorraine Tilbury

Chris & Kathy Tolsdorf

Peter Tolsdorf

Ethan Tower

Richard Traskos

Janet Tripp

Anna Troiano

Matt Troutman

Susan Troy

Bill Tufts

Stephen Tulka

Gail Turgeon

Mark Turner

William Turner

Betty Tylaska

Dan & Betsy Van Winkle

Sandy & Sidney
Van Zandt

Bruce Vandal

David Varholy

Michael & Kristin
Vaughn Glasfeld

Howard Veisz

John & Amanda Vesce

Penelope Vick

Lee Vincent

Udo Virmalo

Pieter Visscher

Linda Vogel

Robert Volkmann

Richard Voyer

Julie Worthen & Lee Hisle

Tom Wadlow

Stephen Wakeman

Edward Walker

Waller & Jeff Walker

John Walker

Norma & James Wall

Bonnie Wardle

Craig Warren

Barbara Washburn

Linda Watkins

Eleanor Watt

Joann Wayland-Doyen

Kathy Weinberger

Howard Weiss

Willard Welch

Melissa Welch

John & Cheryl Welch

Nancy & Stanley Wells

Elizabeth Welshock

Rebecca Welt

Robert Welt

Pauline Wen

Eleanor & Charlie
Wenderoth

Royal Werner

Frederic West

Jack & Peggy West

Norton Wheeler

Joan White

Jane White

William White

Katherine White

Glenn & Sandra
Whiteside

Robert Wicks

Ronald & Joan Wikholm

Joan Wiles

Michael William Jr

Christie Max Williams

Keith Winkler

Lori Winslow

Delight Wolfe

Judith Wry

Donna Wu

Dan Wu-Linhares

Mark Wydler

Georgia York

Constance Young

Schania Zelvin

Frederick & Patricia
Ziegler

Robert Ziemba

Karen & Kimberly Zoller
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As the pandemic continued into 2021, the
Mystic & Noank Libraryredirected resources
and redesigned services while keeping our
focus on the health and safety of staff and
patrons. We maintained and improved our
COVID-19 protocol for curbside delivery
of materials and increased our virtual
programming.

We continued to purchase the best of recent
print titles, both fiction and nonfiction, as
well as current newspapers and magazines.
In addition, we dramatically improved
access to digital content. Patrons can now
check out ebooks, audiobooks, movies, and
music without the need to come to the library in
person.

The Mystic & Noank Library has invested in
three platforms to provide digital content to our
patrons:

« OverDrive/Libby
« Hoopla
« Kanopy

OverDrive contains over 5,000 bestselling audio
and ebook titles that patrons can download to
computers and mobile devices. Libby is a newer
app released by OverDrive. Libby makes ebooks
and audiobooks easily accessible on phones and

WWW.MYSTICNOANKLIBRARY.ORG
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iPads, and has the same collection of titles as
OverDrive.

Hoopla allows patrons to borrow movies, music,
audiobooks, ebooks, comics, and TV shows to
computer, tablet, or phone. Patrons can stream
titles immediately, or download them to a phone
or tablet for offline use later.

Kanopy is a film steaming service offering more
than 30,000 films and documentaries, including
rare and hard-to-find titles, film festival favorites,
indie and classicfilms, and world cinema. Kanopy
includes works from The Criterion Collection,
Kino Lorber, Music Box Films, Samuel Goldwyn,
The Orchard, The Great Courses, PBS, and many
independent filmmakers. Patrons can view
Kanopy films on a computer, phone, or TV.
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Music, Films, eBooks & Audiobooks!




Friends of the MNL

Organized in 1979, the Friends are an important
support group for the Library. A patron becomes
a Friend with a donation of time or money to
the Library. The Friends organize and work on
fundraising projects, as well as special programs
for both children and adults.

They sponsor book discussion programs, as well
as annual events such as All Things Pumpkin and
the Edible Book Contest. Primary fundraising
activities include the Annual Spring Fair (held
the first Saturday in June) and the Holiday Like-
New Book Sale, along with the year-round sale of
merchandise such as book bags, tee shirts, note
paper and aprons.

Proceeds from the Friends fundraisers have
been used to buy computers, an audio-visual
projection system for the meeting room,
conference tables for the Ames Room, software
and other equipment needed by the library.

The Friends’ meetings usually take place on
the third Monday of each month at noon in the
Ames Meeting Room. The Friends newsletter,
BookEnds, with news of events and Library
happenings, is published four times a year and is
also available on MysticNoankLibrary.org.

For more information email the Friends at:
Friends@mysticnoanklibrary.org
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Mystic & Noank
LIBRARY

Mystic & Noank Library became the first library
in Connecticut to launch a fully operational
Book Bike program in the summer of 2021.
The result has been new friends for the library
and hundreds of books distributed to children
and adults within the communities the library
serves. It also means new collaborations for the
MNL as well as a lot of lively conversations with
booklovers. When engaging with the Book Bike,
people also found out what was happening back
at the library.

This summer, the MNL Book Bike visited the
Mystic Museum of Art, Mystic River Park,
Groton Skate Park, the Noank Historical Society,
and the Stonington Farmer’s Market. The bike
also made numerous appearances at the MNL
as a new addition to programs for children and
adults. Wherever the Book Bike visits, people
think and talk about the Mystic and Noank
Library. They grab books and talk about writers.

For me, one of the highlights of the first summer
was the visit to the Groton Skate Park. The
Book Bike could not have gotten there without
the kindness of Dave and Sandie Scott who
transported it in their truck. The hills in between
the Library and the Skate Park are just too steep
to ride.

WWW.MYSTICNOANKLIBRARY.ORG

I coordinated the visit to the Skate Park with

Jessica Patterson, Community Outreach
Specialist from Groton Parks and Recreation.
She joined me for the afternoon with some
additional surprises for visitors including
pencils, erasers and other useful items provided
by Groton Parks and Recreation. Jessica also
brought T-shirts, which the skateboarders
immediately accepted along with their book of
choice.

While at the Skate Park, a local photographer
Adryan Douglas found inspiration in the bike
and in the community that had formed around
it. He shared his photos with the library at no
charge.




How did the Library manage to purchase
a brand new Book Bike? Once again, the
generosity of the Friends of the Mystic
& Noank Library and local business
sponsors including the Mystic Chamber
of Commerce, Mystic Knotwork, and
Snediker Yacht came through to make the
2021 Book Bike season a success.

The MNL is looking forward to
an exciting season of Book Bike
appearances in 2022. We are
planningto explorenewideassuchas
sending out themed bike selections
that highlight the strengths of the
Library’s collections. Such themes
could include poetry, short stories,
nonfiction, fiction, fine art, maritime
writing, childrens’ books, and local
authors.

The most exciting thing about the
book bike, besides its great style and
incredible speed, is that it presents
the library to the community in a
new way.

I look forward to continuing
to work with partner non
profits and growing this
program in 2022. So
far, the unanimous
response from

the community

and partner
institutions

has been

great delight.
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Program Report

2021 certainly taught us the virtue of remaining adaptable— and library
programming is no exception! The Library offered more formats and kinds of
programming options than ever before, while continuing to monitor the state
of the pandemic and to act in accordance with the latest pandemic public safety
guidelines. Throughout the entirety of the pandemic, there’s not been a single
month when we didn’t offer some form of public programming or tech help
appointments to the public. On Zoom and beyond.

Like libraries all over the country, we've continued to host virtual programs on
Zoom featuring a range of speakers both near and far. When it has been safer to
gather in public, we've also reopened the door to our Ames Room for in-person
programs, like a series of writing workshops with local authors. We've also met
patrons off the Library grounds, at a local brewery for a night of literary toast
making, or learning more about invasive species in the Mystic River Estuary
from our friends at the Mystic Seaport Museum. No matter the format, we've
been happy to greet you, to hear from our many guest lecturers, and to facilitate
question answering, resource finding, and expertise sharing of all kinds.

(h In total, just over 3000 people attended the more than 200 programs for adults we
S /) hosted in 2021, some virtual, some in-person and all educationally enriching. If
g we haven'’t seen you at one of them yet, we hope to do so in 2022!




Circulation Desk

Libraries are known for many things, some that are still accurate, and others that are long
outdated. Many think of libraries as a place strictly for reading, while others come for
referencing information or handling everyday technology needs.

Whatever the reason for a patron’s visit, the Circulation Desk is the heart of the library.
Here at the Mystic & Noank Library, a day at the Circulation Desk can range from checking
out books and placings holds, to helping a patron sending a fax or troubleshooting a
printer.

We always welcome the opportunity to offer a treat to our furry friends who come to visit,
and offer our aid to anyone seeking assistance.

Libraries have gone through many changes, especially with more materials becoming
available digitally; fortunately, our library cats, Matilda and Violet, make the patrons

excited to come in.

Sometimes the first question we get is, “Where are the cats?” Matilda and Violet were
adopted in March 2021 and are not only Manx cats, but also bonded sisters.
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