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• One Tuesday a month 

from 6:30 to 7:30 pm

• 10-15 patrons attend

• Budget of $30 - $50+



Where to get ideas

• Pinterest

• Magazines (Mollie Makes is 
a favorite and it is available 
on Libby)

• Patron suggestions



• Seasonal

• Can be solidly started 
or completed in 1 hour

• Within budget

• Do not require a lot of 
preparation 

• Not too similar to past 
projects.

I love to sew and crochet, but I have to look for projects that appeal to everyone.



Where to shop:

• Michaels (large craft selection – always has 
coupons)

• Joann Fabrics (best fabric selection)

• Dollar Tree (large selection of $1.25 crafting 
supplies)

• Amazon (great for bulk items)

• Walmart (inexpensive craft and sewing supplies, 
but limited supply  or out of stock often)
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Look for sales and coupons!

I always check our craft storage area for items we 

already have.  It saves money, and helps keep our 

storage area less congested.



Paper Embroidery Card Making

Harvest Centerpieces Gnomes

Book Trees Coasters

Decorating Tote Bags Jewelry

Painting Flower Pots Weaving



July 2020: Take-and-Makes with YouTube

Aug. 2020 to Aug. 2021: Take-and Makes with Zoom

Sept. 2021 to Nov. 2021: Back to in-person (hybrid)

Omicron 

Dec. 2021 to March 2022: Take-and Makes with Zoom

April 2022 to Present:  In-person



How’s it going?

It has been going really well.  We definitely have a core group of attendees.  This 

helps keep our numbers up.

Most of our projects have been a success.  We tried to learn crochet via zoom and 

that was hard.  I have since chosen projects that are less technical, but I might try 

this one again in-person.

We have been in-person since April 2022, but there is always a chance that we will 

find the need to go back to a virtual setting (new Covid strains, or inclement 

weather).  

Overall, I find our crafting group to be a success.  We were able to keep patrons 

connected when they were unable to leave their homes, and now they are able to 

meet up with their new crafty friends back at the library.



Craft Classes, Virtually

 Prior to pandemic, two in-person craft classes per month

 Library closed to public for three months, then open in limited capacity a few 

weeks later



How to engage with patrons from afar?
 What day and time should we hold classes?

 How many Take-and-Make kits should we make?

 How many people should we prepare to host on Zoom?

 How will patrons pick up the kits since we’re closed to the public?

 To record the classes, or not to record?

 How do we make the Take-and-Makes when I’m not in the building?

 How to teach classes from home?

 How do we choose projects that are budget-friendly, and don’t require special 

tools? 



Popular crafts

Origami gift boxes

• Used library’s 
creativebug
subscription for 
video instructions 

• Showed video over 
Zoom, then 
repeated each step 
slowly so people 
could get the hang 
of each fold

• Budget-friendly! 



Fall leaf book page 

garlands

• Simple to make, relaxing

• Minimal supplies needed

• Really pretty!



Colorful Abstract 

Paintings

• Very popular!

• Good blend of simple 

and challenging

• Encouraged creativity

• Not as budget-friendly

• A challenge to put kits 

together



Embroidered 

notebooks

• Simple but satisfying!

• Useful and pretty

• Encouraged creativity



Successes

 Small but loyal turnout – same small group each month

 Great social outlet during a time when people were stuck at home, feeling 

isolated

 People enjoyed learning new skills and learning from each other

 We had fun! Even if a craft wasn’t successful, we always had a great time

 Kept folks connected with the library



Frustrations

 Many people took kits, but very few attended classes

 People were very unhappy when we went back to in-person programming and 

could no longer offer virtual or Take-and-Makes



The present

 No more virtual craft classes or Take-and-Makes for adults

 Monthly craft classes discontinued – attendance was nearly nonexistent when 

we tried in-person classes

 Occasional craft classes offered by our Marketing and Outreach department, 

with guest instructors
















































