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ABOUT US

Liz Nguyen is inspired by the intersection of culture

and construction, and a systems-thinking perspective
Informs her daily work as project manager at Placework.
Recent projects include library planning studies for

the Wiggin Library in Stratham and the Somersworth
Library.

Josh Lacasse Is an architect with a passion for

adaptive reuse of existing buildings to confront new
requirements regarding technology, climate, and social
Issues. His experience spans public, K-12, independent
school, higher education, and special collections
libraries.
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TIME FRAMES

AGRICULTURAL INDUSTRIAL INFORMATION

O

Natural Rhythm Human Planning Subjective Events

FROM STEFAN JUNESTRAND (2004)



OSLO FUTURE LIBRARY



TIMBER HARVESTED TO BUILD THE “SILENT ROOM” TO HOUSE TEXTS CONTRIBUTED ANNUALLY
TREES PLANTED IN 2014 TO BE HARVESTED AND TURNED INTO AN ANTHOLOGY OF BOOKS IN 2114

www.futurelibrary.no



www.futurelibrary.no



1972



THE LONG NOW

INSERT YOUR
LIBRARY HERE

THE LONG NOW FOUNDATION
https://longnow.org



CHALLENGES + NEW PARADIGMS
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CASE STUDIES



MADBURY PUBLIC LIBRARY

MADBURY, NH
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MADBURY PUBLIC LIBRARY

MADBURY, NH
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MADBURY PUBLIC LIBRARY

MADBURY, NH
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MADBURY PUBLIC LIBRARY

MADBURY, NH

3,800 gross square feet
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MADBURY PUBLIC LIBRARY

MADBURY, NH
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MADBURY, NH



SOMERSWORTH PUBLIC LIBRARY

EXISTING CONDITIONS
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SOMERSWORTH PUBLIC LIBRARY

EXISTING CONDITIONS
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SOMERSWORTH PUBLIC LIBRARY

SITE PLAN
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SOMERSWORTH PUBLIC LIBRARY

PROPOSED ELEVATION
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LANE MEMORIAL LIBRARY

HAMPTON, NH
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HAMPTON, NH
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LANE MEMORIAL LIBRARY

EXISTING CONDITIONS
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LANE MEMORIAL LIBRARY

EXISTING CONDITIONS
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LANE MEMORIAL LIBRARY

PROPOSED ADDITION
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LANE MEMORIAL LIBRARY

SITE PLAN
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LANE MEMORIAL LIBRARY

BUILDING SECTION




LEVEL 1 PLAN - PROPOSED

RENOVATED SQUARE FOOTAGE: 8,200 GSF
NEW ADDITION SQUARE FOOTAGE: 8,475 GSF
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LOWER LEVEL PLAN - PROPOSED

RENOVATED SQUARE FOOTAGE: 8,200 GSF
NEW ADDITION SQUARE FOOTAGE: 13,675 GSF
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LESSONS

Embrace ‘Possiblism’
Placemaking
“Third places” offer value to their community

Legacy thinking



RESOURCES

Library Space: A Planning Resource for Librarians
Sasaki

AIA/ALA Library Building Awards

American Institute of Architects / American Library Association

Guidelines On Flood Adaptation for Rehabilitating Historic Buildings
US Department of the Interior

American Planning Association

Contact Us!

liz@placework.studio

Josh@placework.studio

Want to learn more?


https://issuu.com/sasakiassociates/docs/library-space-planning-resource
https://www.aia.org/design-excellence/awards/aia/ala-library-building-awards
https://www.nps.gov/orgs/1739/upload/flood-adaptation-guidelines-2021.pdf
https://www.planning.org/

