
The 22nd Century Library
Embracing Heritage While Planning for the Next Hundred Years



NH LIBRARY TRUSTEES ASSOCIATION
6.5.2024

ABOUT US



NH LIBRARY TRUSTEES ASSOCIATION
6.5.2024

Liz Nguyen is inspired by the intersection of culture 
and construction, and a systems-thinking perspective 
informs her daily work as project manager at Placework. 
Recent projects include library planning studies for 
the Wiggin Library in Stratham and the Somersworth 
Library.

Josh Lacasse is an architect with a passion for 
adaptive reuse of existing buildings to confront new 
requirements regarding technology, climate, and social 
issues. His experience spans public, K-12, independent 
school, higher education, and special collections 
libraries. 

ABOUT US



AGRICULTURAL INDUSTRIAL INFORMATION

Natural Rhythm Human Planning Subjective Events

FROM STEFAN JUNESTRAND (2004)

TIME FRAMES



OSLO FUTURE LIBRARY
ARTIST KATIE PATERSON

2014



TIMBER HARVESTED TO BUILD THE “SILENT ROOM” TO HOUSE TEXTS CONTRIBUTED ANNUALLY
TREES PLANTED IN 2014 TO BE HARVESTED AND TURNED INTO AN ANTHOLOGY OF BOOKS IN 2114

100
YEARS

www.futurelibrary.no



www.futurelibrary.no



1895
1972

2016

BOSTON PUBLIC LIBRARY
MCKIM, MEADE, & WHITE             PHILIP JOHNSON             WILLIAM RAWN ASSOCIATES



THE LONG NOW FOUNDATION
https://longnow.org

INSERT YOUR 
LIBRARY HERE 

THE LONG NOW
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CHALLENGES + NEW PARADIGMS



HERITAGE

Boston Public Library, Boston MA | McKim, Mead & White



Cambridge Public Library, Cambridge MA | William Rawn Architects / Annum Architects

HERITAGE



CONNECTION TO SURROUNDINGS

Austin Central Library, Austin TX | Lake | Flato 



Vancouver Community Library, Vancouver WA | Miller Hull Partnership

WAYFINDING



PARTNERSHIPS

Taylor Street Branch Apartments & Roosevelt Branch Library, Chicago, IL | Skidmore, Owings, and Merrill



COMMUNITY CATALYST

Calgary Public Library, Calgary AB | Snøhetta 



Kellogg-Hubbard Library - Montpelier | A.P. Cutting, Architect

RESILIENCE
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Rice Public Library, Kittery ME | Simons Architects

SPACE
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ACCESSIBILITY

Hunter’s Point Library, Queens, NY | Steven Holl Architects



PLACEMAKING

Peterborough Library, Peterborough, NH | Annum Architects
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Edmonton Public Libary Gamerspace, Edmonton AB | Teeple Architects / Stantec

TECHNOLOGY
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AUTOMATION

Mansueto Library, University of Chicago | Helmut Jahn



NH LIBRARY TRUSTEES ASSOCIATION
6.5.2024

STEWARDSHIP

Beinecke Rare Book & Manuscript Library, Yale University | Skidmore, Owings & Merrill



NH LIBRARY TRUSTEES ASSOCIATION
6.5.2024

CASE STUDIES
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MADBURY PUBLIC LIBRARY
MADBURY, NH



MADBURY PUBLIC LIBRARY
MADBURY, NH

PLAN NH MERIT AWARD 2020
AIA NEW HAMPSHIRE MERIT AWARD 2021
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MADBURY PUBLIC LIBRARY
MADBURY, NH

MADBURY PUBLIC LIBRARY
MADBURY, NH
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MADBURY PUBLIC LIBRARY
MADBURY, NH
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MADBURY PUBLIC LIBRARY
MADBURY, NH

3,800 gross square feet
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MADBURY PUBLIC LIBRARY
MADBURY, NH



MADBURY PUBLIC LIBRARY
MADBURY, NH
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SOMERSWORTH PUBLIC LIBRARY
EXISTING CONDITIONS
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SOMERSWORTH PUBLIC LIBRARY
EXISTING CONDITIONS
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SOMERSWORTH PUBLIC LIBRARY
EXISTING CONDITIONS
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SOMERSWORTH PUBLIC LIBRARY
EXISTING CONDITIONS

1ST FLOOR
195' - 0"

READING GALLERY
200' - 0"

READING RM
190' - 8"

SECOND FLOOR
204' - 0"

BASEMENT
185' - 3"

ROOF
212' - 6"

1/8" = 1'-0"
  NORTH-SOUTH SECTION01

GRADE
(VARIES)

GRADE
(VARIES)

EXISTING BUILDINGADDITION
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DN

UP
109 SF
STAIR 1

46 SF
KITCHENETTE

58 SF
WC

60 SF
WC

0 SF
C DESK

396 SF
STAFF OFFICE

CARTS/STORAGE

OPTION C

UP

DN

DN

UP

112 SF
VESTIBULE

109 SF
STAIR 1

46 SF
KITCHENETTE

58 SF
WC

60 SF
WC

930 SF
ENTRY HALL

180 SF
CIRC DESK

396 SF
STAFF OFFICE

172 SF
VESTIBULE

1078 SF
MEDIA & PERIODICALS

255 SF
MEETING

52 SF
VESTIBULE

588 SF
CHILDREN'S ACTIVITY

71 SF
WC

198 SF
TECH

407 SF
CHILDREN'S COLLECTION

687 SF
MULTIFUNCTION

203 SF
TEEN AREA

READING TERRACE

CARTS/STORAGE

SOMERSWORTH PUBLIC LIBRARY

06/25/2021

LEVEL 1 - OPTION CLEVEL 1 - OPTION C

ROOM SCHEDULE - OPTION C LEVEL 1

Name Area

BUILDING SERVICES
WC 71 SF
WC 58 SF
WC 60 SF

189 SF

CIRCULATION
VESTIBULE 112 SF
STAIR 1 109 SF
ENTRY HALL 930 SF
VESTIBULE 172 SF
STAIR 2 110 SF
ELEVATOR 37 SF
VESTIBULE 52 SF

1521 SF

COLLECTIONS
MEDIA & PERIODICALS 1078 SF
CHILDREN'S COLLECTION 407 SF
TEEN AREA 203 SF

1688 SF

COMMUNITY
MEETING 255 SF
CHILDREN'S ACTIVITY 588 SF
TECH 198 SF
MULTIFUNCTION 687 SF

1729 SF

STAFF
KITCHENETTE 46 SF
CIRC DESK 180 SF
STAFF OFFICE 396 SF
STORAGE 19 SF

641 SF
Grand total 5767 SF

SOMERSWORTH PUBLIC LIBRARY
SITE PLAN

CONVENIENCE/EGRESS DOOR  

BUILDING ENTRANCE (FILLED TRIANGLE 
INDICATES ACCESSIBLE ENTRANCE) 

PROPERTY LINE (APPROXIMATE) 

APPROXIMATE FLOOR OR 
WALKING SURFACE ELEVATION 
RELATIVE TO LEVEL 1

- X’-X”

MAIN STREET

ST
AT

IO
N

 S
TR

EE
T

0’-0”

- 5’-4”

- 4’-4”

- 4’-4”

- 6-0” (APPROX.)
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SOMERSWORTH PUBLIC LIBRARY
PROPOSED ELEVATION
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LANE MEMORIAL LIBRARY
HAMPTON, NH
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LANE MEMORIAL LIBRARY
HAMPTON, NH
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0’
N

15’ 30’ 60’

LANE MEMORIAL LIBRARY
EXISTING CONDITIONS

A
CA

D
EM

Y 
AV

EN
U

E
LANE MEMORIAL 

LIBRARY
TOWN 
HALL

HAMPTON FIRE / 
RESCUE

WINNACUNNETT ROAD
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LIBRARYTOWN HALL PUBLIC SAFETY

LANE MEMORIAL LIBRARY
EXISTING CONDITIONS
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HUB ADDITIONLIBRARYTOWN HALL PUBLIC SAFETYHUB ADDITIONLIBRARYTOWN HALL PUBLIC SAFETY

LANE MEMORIAL LIBRARY
PROPOSED ADDITION
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0’
N

15’ 30’ 60’

LANE MEMORIAL LIBRARY
SITE PLAN

A
CA

D
EM

Y 
AV

EN
U

E

LANE MEMORIAL 
LIBRARY

PROPOSED 
ADDITION

1

3

2

4

5

6 7
8

8
1

TOWN 
HALL

WINNACUNNETT ROAD

HAMPTON FIRE / 
RESCUE

KEYED NOTES:

1.	 SHARED PARKING
2.	 STREETSCAPE IMPROVEMENTS 

ALONG WINNACUNNETT
3.	 READING GARDEN
4.	 CONSOLIDATED MAIN ENTRY
5.	 ACTIVITY TERRACE
6.	 NEW DROP-OFF / PRIORITY 

PARKING
7.	 REROUTED ACADEMY AVENUE & 

PROPERTY LINE ADJUSTMENT
8.	 POTENTIAL PLAYGROUND 

LOCATION, TBD.

LEGEND:

EXISTING STRUCTURE

PROPOSED STRUCTURE

ACCESSIBLE BUILDING 
ENTRY

BUILDING ENTRY



LANE MEMORIAL LIBRARY
BUILDING SECTION

EXISTING BUILDING ADDITION
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UP

DN

DN

DN

DN

DN

4332 SF
LIB COLLECTIONS

654 SF
WORKROOM

179 SF
MTG

410 SF
TEEN

135 SF
STAIR

261 SF
FOYER

105 SF
VEST 421 SF

NH ROOM
382 SF
MEDIA

COLOR LEGEND

COMMON/CIRCULATION

MEETING

OFFICE

LIBRARY

LIBRARY - EXISTING

RECREATION

SUPPORT

BUILDING SERVICE

MULTI-PURPOSE
BELOW

2712 SF
WALKING TRACK

134 SF
LIB DIR.

800 SF
FITNESS

346 SF
REC. OFFICE

293 SF
STAIR

1472 SF
LOBBY/LOUNGE

198 SF
STAIR

142 SF
REC DIR.

88 SF
STOR

710 SF
SENIOR ACTIVITY

176 SF
CIRC

217 SF
CAFE

469 SF
NEW ARRIVALS

128 SF
VEST

67 SF
WC

65 SF
WC

33 SF
MAINT.

4' - 8"

4' - 8"

80' 66'

12
2'

HAMPTON HUB

2/16/2024

LEVEL 1 PLAN - PROPOSEDLEVEL 1 PLAN - PROPOSED

0' 10' 20' N

RENOVATED SQUARE FOOTAGE: 8,200 GSF
NEW ADDITION SQUARE FOOTAGE: 8,475 GSF
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UP

UP

UP

UP

UP
UP

UP135 SF
STAIR

175 SF
VAULT

990 SF
CLOSED STACKS

938 SF
A.S./ACTIVITY

2047 SF
CHILDRENS LIBRARY

176 SF
WORK

120 SF
JAN.

118 SF
MEN

118 SF
WOMEN

356 SF
MECH

128 SF
STOR

799 SF
STORAGE

75' 50' 98'

196 SF
STAFF/KIT.

6123 SF
MULTI-PURPOSE

1098 SF
MEETING

122 SF
BREAKOUT

664 SF
REC. STOR

393 SF
UTILITY

540 SF
REC STOR

162 SF
STAGE

105 SF
STOR

407 SF
LOCKER

366 SF
LOCKER

513 SF
KITCHEN

1763 SF
CONCOURSE

100 SF
PANTRY

19
'

10
3'-5' - 4"

128 SF
EMR

-7' - 10"

753 SF
LOBBY 58 SF

LAC

-5' - 4"

177 SF
TRASH

90 SF
LAUNDRY

COLOR LEGEND

COMMON/CIRCULATION

MEETING

OFFICE

LIBRARY

LIBRARY - EXISTING

RECREATION

SUPPORT

BUILDING SERVICE

PROGRESS PRINT - NOT FOR CONSTRUCTION OR PERMITTING

HAMPTON HUB

2/16/2024

LOWER LEVEL PLAN - PROPOSEDLOWER LEVEL PLAN - PROPOSED

0' 10' 20' N

RENOVATED SQUARE FOOTAGE: 8,200 GSF
NEW ADDITION SQUARE FOOTAGE: 13,675 GSF
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LESSONS

Embrace ‘Possiblism’

Placemaking

“Third places” offer value to their community

Legacy thinking



Library Space: A Planning Resource for Librarians
Sasaki

AIA/ALA Library Building Awards
American Institute of Architects / American Library Association

Guidelines On Flood Adaptation for Rehabilitating Historic Buildings
US Department of the Interior

American Planning Association

Contact Us!
liz@placework.studio

josh@placework.studio

Want to learn more?

RESOURCES

https://issuu.com/sasakiassociates/docs/library-space-planning-resource
https://www.aia.org/design-excellence/awards/aia/ala-library-building-awards
https://www.nps.gov/orgs/1739/upload/flood-adaptation-guidelines-2021.pdf
https://www.planning.org/

