Picture Books with Diverse Families
(* denotes series)

General

Love Makes a Family by Sophie Beer (JBO)
Love is baking a special cake. Love is lending a helping hand. Love is reading one
more book. In this exuberant board book, many different families are shown in
happy activity, from an early-morning wake-up to a kiss before bed. Whether a
child has two moms, two dads, one parent, or one of each, this simple preschool
read-aloud demonstrates that what's most important in each family's life is the
love the family members share.

We Are All Different: a Celebration of Diversity! by Asa Gilland
Meet the children from one school, and their teachers, parents, and guardians.
They have different kinds of families, likes and dislikes, cultures, ethnicities,
abilities and disabilities... and A LOT in common!

Intersectionallies: We Make Room for All by Chelsea Johnson
The brainchild of three women-of-color sociologists, IntersectionAllies is a
smooth, gleeful entry into intersectional feminism. The nine interconnected
characters proudly describe themselves and their backgrounds, involving topics
that range from a physical disability to language brokering, offering an
opportunity to take pride in a personal story and connect to collective struggle
for justice.

A Family is a Family is a Family by Sara O’Leary
When a teacher asks the children in her class to think about what makes their
families special, the answers are all different in many ways — but the same in the
one way that matters most of all.

A Church for All by Gayle Pitman
On Sunday morning, we gather together. We are every color. Every age. Rich and
poor. Our church is open, affirming, and accepting. We believe in love instead of
hate. There’s room for everyone! This book celebrates a spiritual community that
embraces all people—no matter their age, race, class, gender identity, or sexual
orientation—in love and faith.

My Friends and Me: a Celebration of Different Kinds of Families by Stephanie
Stansbie
Jamie has a lot of friends—a lot of friends with different kinds of families. Kate
has two dads. Olivia has two moms. And Jade has her very own butler! But no
matter what the families look like, the love they feel for each other is all the same.

I Love You Because I Love You by Muon Thi Van



What are all the big and small reasons why we love the people we do? And what
does it look like when we voice it out loud? Love is complex. Love is utterly
simple. This is what love looks like.

Adoption/Foster Care

Just Like a Mama by Alice Faye Duncan
Carol Olivia Clementine lives with Mama Rose. Mama Rose is everything—tender
and sweet. She is also as stern and demanding as any good parent should be. In
the midst of their happy home, Carol misses her mother and father. She longs to
be with them. But until that time comes around, she learns to surrender to the
love that is present. Mama Rose becomes her “home.” And Carol Olivia
Clementine concludes that she loves Miss Rose, “just like a mama.”

A Crazy-Much Love by Joy Jordan-Lake
“How MUCH is the crazy-much love?” This simple question is answered as two
parents recount the journey of adopting their daughter and the many milestone
moments that follow. From the child’s first bath and first time riding a tricycle, all
the way to her boarding that big yellow bus, the crazy-much love grows SO MUCH
that it spills out the windows and busts down the doors.

Home for a While by Lauren Kerstein
Calvin is in foster care, and he wants to trust someone, anyone, but is afraid to
open his heart. He has lived in a lot of houses, but he still hasn’t found his home.
When he moves in with Maggie, she shows him respect, offers him kindness, and
makes him see things in himself that he’s never noticed before. Maybe this isn’t
just another house, maybe this is a place Calvin can call home, for a while.

Home at Last by Vera Williams
After Lester is adopted by Daddy Albert and Daddy Rich, he develops a big
problem—he can't fall asleep. Night after night he creeps into his parents' room
and attempts to crawl in between his two daddies, confident that if he's with
them and their dog, Wincka, nothing bad will happen to him ever again. But no
matter how happy Lester seems during the day, he still gets scared and worried
at night! It's the sweet dog Wincka who finally solves the problem when she
climbs into Lester's bed and promptly falls asleep, serving as both his pillow and
his protector. Lester feels home at last.

Incarcerated Family Members
Milo Imagines the World by Matt de la Pefia




Milo is on a long subway ride with his older sister. To pass the time, he studies
the faces around him and makes pictures of their lives. There's the whiskered
man with the crossword puzzle; Milo imagines him playing solitaire in a cluttered
apartment full of pets. And then there's the boy in the suit with the bright white
sneakers; Milo imagines him arriving home to a castle with a drawbridge and a
butler. But when the boy in the suit gets off on the same stop as Milo--walking the
same path, going to the exact same place--Milo realizes that you can't really know
anyone just by looking at them.

Dad Bakes by Katie Yamasaki
Dad wakes early every morning before the sun, heading off to work at the bakery.
He kneads, rolls, and bakes, and as the sun rises and the world starts its day, Dad
heads home to his young daughter. Together they play, read, garden, and—most
importantly—they bake.

Queer Families

Uncle Bobby’s Wedding by Sarah Brannen
When Chloe's favorite uncle announces that he's getting married, everyone is
excited. Everyone except Chloe, that is. What if Uncle Bobby no longer has time
for picnics, swimming, or flying kites? Chloe just wants to keep having fun with
her favorite uncle, but she's afraid everything is going to change. Can Uncle
Bobby and his boyfriend Jamie show Chloe that, when it comes to family, the
more the merrier? In this inspiring, love-filled story, Chloe learns just what family
means.

Daddy & Dada by Ryan Brockington
Families can come in all shapes and sizes, and this heartwarming picture book
affirms that no matter what your family looks like, love is the most important
part!

The Flower Girl Wore Celery by Meryl Gordon
Emma can't wait for her cousin Hannah's wedding. She's going to be the flower
girl. That means she'll wear a celery dress and walk down the aisle with the ring
bear, leading the way for the happy bride and groom. Or at least, that's what
Emma assumes. But nothing turns out to be quite what she's expecting, as
Hannah's new spouse turns out to be another bride!

Papa, Daddy, & Riley by Seamus Kirst
Riley is Papa’s princess and Daddy’s dragon. She loves her two fathers! When
Riley’s classmate asks her which dad is her real one, Riley is confused. She
doesn’t want to have to pick one or the other. Families are made of love in this
heartwarming story that shows there are lots of ways to be part of one.

Plenty of Hugs by Fran Manushkin



This cheerful book follows a family from morning to night in lively rhyme that
rolls off the tongue. There's a buzz for each bug, and a breeze for each tree, and
plenty of hugs for you and me. The toddler and mommies take a morning bike
ride to a farm stand, they visit a zoo in the afternoon, and in the evening there's
the bath and storybook routine before the child is tucked cozily into bed.

Ritu Weds Chandi by Ameya Narvankar
Ayesha is excited to attend her cousin Ritu's wedding. She can't wait to dance at
the baraat ceremony! But not everyone is happy that Ritu is marrying her
girlfriend Chandni. Some have even vowed to stop the celebrations. Will Ayesha
be able to save her cousin's big day?

Heather Has Two Mommies by Leslea Newman
Heather’s favorite number is two. She has two arms, two legs, two pets—and two
mommies. When Heather goes to school for the first time, someone asks her
about her daddy, but Heather doesn’t have a daddy. Then something interesting
happens. When Heather and her classmates all draw pictures of their families,
not one drawing is the same.

My Footprints by Bao Phi
Every child feels different in some way, but Thuy feels "double different.” She is
Vietnamese American and she has two moms. Thuy walks home one winter
afternoon, angry and lonely after a bully's taunts. Then a bird catches her
attention and sets Thuy on an imaginary exploration. Mimicking the footprints of
each creature in the snow, she makes her way home to the arms of her moms.
Together, the three of them imagine beautiful and powerful creatures who always
have courage - just like Thuy.

My Maddy by Gayle Pitman
Most mommies are girls. Most daddies are boys. But lots of parents are neither a
boy nor a girl. Like my Maddy. My Maddy has hazel eyes which are not brown or
green. And my Maddy likes sporks because they are not quite a spoon or a fork.
Some of the best things in the world are not one thing or the other. They are
something in between and entirely their own.

And Tango Makes Three by Justin Richardson
At the penguin house at the Central Park Zoo, two penguins named Roy and Silo
were a little bit different from the others. But their desire for a family was the
same. And with the help of a kindly zookeeper, Roy and Silo get the chance to
welcome a baby penguin of their very own.

Auntie Uncle: Drag Queen Hero by Ellie Royce
The young narrator thinks it's awesome that his Uncle and his Auntie are the
same person. Uncle Leo is an accountant, and is great at helping with math



homework. Auntie Lotta is a fabulous performer, and loves to sing and dance
with her nephew. One day Lotta's family comes to watch her perform at the local
Pride parade. Suddenly, a dog breaks free of its leash and nearly causes a
float-crash, but Lotta springs into action just in time to save the dog and the
parade. The mayor wants to give her a medal for courage and to throw a big party
for her and all her friends, but Lotta worries that her friends who only know him
as "Leo" won't get along with her fellow drag performers who know her as
"Lotta." With the help of their nephew they put together a fierce look that is both
Leo and Lotta, the perfect ensemble for an Auntie Uncle.

Two Grooms on a Cake: The Story of America’s First Gay Wedding by Rob

Sanders (JPN 306.84 SAN)
Long before marriage equality was the law of the land, two grooms stood on a
wedding cake with their feet firmly planted in fluffy white frosting. That cake
belonged to Jack Baker and Michael McConnell, who were wed on September 3,
1971, becoming the first same-sex couple in America to be legally married. Their
struggle to obtain a marriage license in Minnesota and their subsequent appeals
to the Minnesota Supreme Court and the Supreme Court of the United States is an
under-told story of LGBT history.

A Plan for Pops by Heather Smith
Lou spends every Saturday with Grandad and Pops. They walk to the library hand
in hand, like a chain of paper dolls. Grandad reads books about science and
design, Pops listens to rock and roll, and Lou bounces from lap to lap. But
everything changes one Saturday. Pops has a fall. That night there is terrible
news: Pops will need to use a wheelchair, not just for now, but for always. Unable
to cope with his new circumstances, he becomes withdrawn and shuts himself in
his room. Hearing Grandad trying to cheer up Pops inspires Lou to make a plan.
Using skills learned from Grandad, and with a little help from their neighbors,
Lou comes up with a plan for Pops.

Old McDonald Had a Baby by Emily Snape
New babies are challenging! Old MacDonald, a young father, has his hands full.
From feeding to diapering to bathing his baby, he soon realizes he needs LOTS of
help from his animal friends, including a sheep, a cow, a chicken, a goat, and a
dog.

Pride Puppy by Robin Stevenson
A young child and their family are having a wonderful time together celebrating
Pride Day—meeting up with Grandma, making new friends and eating ice cream.
But then something terrible happens: their dog gets lost in the parade! Luckily,
there are lots of people around to help reunite the pup with his family.

Grandad’s Camper by Henry Woodgate



Gramps and Grandad were adventurers. They would surf, climb mountains, and
tour the country in their amazing camper. Gramps just made everything extra
special. But after Gramps died, granddad hasn't felt like traveling anymore. So,
their amazing granddaughter comes up with a clever plan to fix up the old
camper and get Grandad excited to explore again.

Single Parent/Multigenerational /Blended Families
Henry Wants More by Linda Ashman

More games, more races, more tickles, more books—Ilittle Henry can’t get
enough! When a toddler is armed with that useful word and the world is full of
brand-new things, his family just doesn’t stand a chance. Follow Henry on his
exhausting and all-too-familiar day filled with play ... and a lot of love!

Who Takes Care of You? by Hannah Eliot (JBO)
Childcare looks different from family to family. Whether there’s one caregiver, or
two, or four—whether it's a mommy, a grandpa, or a sitter—the most important
thing for a child to know is that they are loved.

Florence and Her Fantastic Family Tree by Judy Gilliam
Everyone has a family tree, no matter how big or small. But what happens when
mine has more than just the roots, trunk, and branches? I've got six parents (yes,
six—you can count with me and see) and enough siblings to take up almost all of
my fingers. Will this piece of paper, with the stems, branches, leaves, trunk,
berries, and nuts of the great, big, loud, colorful, fun, crazy family I call mine, even
fit on Ms. Collin’s wall at school?

Federico and All His Families by Mili Hernandez (JBO)
Roof to roof, Federico the cat visits all his families everyday: Tadeo and his
grandparents, Anna and her two Moms; Virginia, with her Mom and Dad, Paula
and her two Dads... All of them different, all of them loved by Federico.
Unconditionally.

Tuesday is Daddy’s Day by Elliot Kreloff
A charming look at the many forms a happy family can take—whether she's with
Mommy at her house, or with Daddy and his partner Harry at their apartment,
this little girl always knows she's loved.

Over the Shop by Jonarno Lawson
A lonely little girl and her grandparent need to fill the run-down apartment in
their building. But taking over the quarters above their store will mean major
renovations for the new occupants, and none of the potential renters can
envision the possibilities of the space—until one special couple shows up. With



their ingenuity, the little girl’s big heart, and heaps of hard work, the desperate
fixer-upper begins to change in lovely and surprising ways.

Eunice and Kate by Mariano Llanos
The girls live with their moms next door to each other in the heart of the city and
have a lot in common—even though they have different dreams for the future:
Kate wants to be an astronaut and Eunice wants to be a ballet dancer. But when
they draw portraits of each other in art class, things get mixed up. Eunice draws
Kate as a ballet dancer and Kate draws Eunice as an astronaut, and they both get
more than a little annoyed. Can their friendship survive? With a little help from
their moms, the girls come to learn the value of respecting each other’s different
dreams.

When We Fly by Jess McGeachin
Lucy has always been good at fixing things--the wonky mailbox, broken watches,
even Dad's old binoculars. And Lucy is happy to help her dad; they share a special
bond. It's just the two of them, after all. So when Lucy finds a tiny bird with a

broken wing, she's sure she can fix him too--but not everything that's broken can
be fixed.

The Blue House by Phoebe Wahl
For as long as he can remember, Leo has lived in the blue house with his dad, but
lately the neighborhood is changing. People are leaving, houses are being
knocked down, and shiny new buildings are going up in their place. When Leo
and his dad are forced to leave, they aren't happy about it. They howl and rage
and dance out their feelings. When the time comes, they leave the blue house
behind--there was never any choice, not really--but little by little, they find a way
to keep its memory alive in their new home.

Hello, Jimmy! By Anna Walker
Jack loves staying at his dad’s house. They have tacos and milkshakes, and make
each other laugh. But lately Jack wonders if his dad is lonely when he isn’t there.
Then Jimmy arrives. Jimmy is loud and obnoxious, but Dad thinks he’s clever and
funny. Jack does not think he’s clever or funny. And he’s starting to wonder if Dad
likes Jimmy better than he likes Jack.

Homelessness/Housing Instability

The Cot in the Living Room by Hilda Eunice Burgos
Night after night, a young girl watches her mami set up a cot in the living room
for guests in their Washington Heights apartment, like Raquel (who's boring) and
Edgardo (who gets crumbs everywhere). She resents that they get the entire
living room with a view of the George Washington Bridge, while all she gets is a
tiny bedroom with a view of her sister (who snores). Until one night when no one




comes, and it's finally her chance! But as it turns out, sleeping on the cot in the
living room isn't all she thought it would be.

Aunt Pearl by Monica Kulling
Aunt Pearl arrives one day pushing a shopping cart full of her worldly goods. Her
sister Rose has invited her to come live with her family. Six-year-old Marta is
happy to meet her aunt, who takes her out to look for treasure on garbage day,
and who shows her camp group how to decorate a coffee table with bottle caps.
But almost immediately, Pearl and Rose start to clash — over Pearl’s belongings
crammed into the house, and over Rose’s household rules. As the weeks pass,
Pearl grows quieter and more withdrawn, until, one morning, she is gone.



