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HORRIS PRATT INSTITUTE
Whitevater, Wisconsin

The First Permanent Institution of Learning Ever Established Under the Avapices of
i Spiritualism. '

While 1t hns been truly said that "Education is the Road to YWealth and Pesl-

tion" yet it may alsa be truthfully stated that educational training in all its

various phases points the way to enjoy good health, happiness and long life.

The Morris Pratt Institute owes its origin and present existence to Lhe
benificence of the late !Morris Pratt, a citizen of Whitewater, Wisconsin., Guided
by the direction which came to him by invisible intelligences, he accumulated a
amall fortune, and’'as a momento of his guidance, he erected the Institute building
in 1888, which for a number of years he used for seances and services in the in-
terest of spiritualism. These services were conducted for several years by promi-
nent clergymen of the spiritualistic faith.

It was Mr. Prati's conviction, however, growing out of his experience, that
there should be a school under the auspices of spiritualism, which should be free
from the religious préjudices and misconceptions that dominate the present insti-
tutions of learning. To make this idea a reality he deeded the eniire building
with land upon which it stends, free from all incumbrances, to severn well known
and reliable spiritualists as trustees of the property. Money was donated freely
and within ten months upwerds of 33,000 worth of improvements were made, putting
the building in condition for imediate use. o ~— tlw

The Morris Pratt Institute was founded in 1902 when Rev. Moses Howell, a
apiritualist minister, came here and together with Morris Pratt, inauguarted the
schaol which was incorporated at that iime under the laws of the Stute of Wisconsin.

The location is one of the best in the city at the corner of Third and Center
streets. The building is a large, modern brick structure, three floors and base=
ment, fronting 60 feet and extending over 100 feet in depth.

The third floor and part of second {loor are used for dormitories, comprising
twenty private rooms, all comfortably furnished.

On the second floor 1s also the chapel for religious services, having seating
capacity for 300 persons, belng provided with modern seats in semi-circular rovs
rising gradually to the regr, giving a full view of platfom while instrumental
music is furnished by a fine chapel or an, glven by Hr. Pratt; alsc by piano in
classroom and cong: gaticnal singing is the popular method ir use. Services are
held regularly by the faculty every Surday evening at 7:30 p.n., and are fairly
well attended by students of the school and pe ple from the city and vicinity, the
public being cordially invited.

On the first floor in front is the office, reception and rzading r oms with
main class room in rear and privete cless ro ms adjoinil. g; also cloak r ms, etc.

The dining room for students and {aculty is in b sement, with seating To m
for 35 persons, using the "Cafeteria" aystem, so that one can order vhat he
chooses at very moderate cost--merely to cover cost-- and the kitchen or culinary
dejartment 1s under experienced management. A well equipped laundry in rear of
kitchen 1s free for all students and the faculty. There are also tath and tollet
rooms on each floor while the entire building 1s heated by steam and lighted by
electricity, being one of the test equipped institutions of learning in the state
and the only one of its kind in tha whola United Statea. Probably ﬁ°wiﬁﬁ?5¥m'pt .L,oar
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”HT/ldl“F {n the state has more attractive furnishinga or is m re conveniently
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'(‘do
J ‘“”‘n¥be pranches covered by the full cour:e at the Morris Pratt In titute are

givided (gt two classos vhich may be designated as new and 1ld. By th 1d
pranches arTe m ant su h aa are popular and taught in all the sche ls of the
country: 1st, grammarj 2d, Rhetoric and composition work; 3d, Amerlcan and
Foglish literature; 4th, general history; 5th, physical ge grarhy, including geo-
loglcal form tions, the Nebular hypothesis and the growth of pla et ; 6th, ora-
tory, including voice and physical culture; 7th, psychology; 8th, thmetic;
oth, logic; 10th, muric (extra).

The n w branches ars those vhich have lutely risen into prominence which
meet with much oppbsition and which therefore, are kept out of the clder schools,
They c mprise: 1st, pyschic research ( a study of the relation which exists be-
tween this v rld and thet boyond the grave); 2d, comparative religlon (a study of
the preat religions of the world-~both of the called miracles and manifestations
of sclence with theology—a study of each branch of sclence, of the war which the
Christian chur h waged against it through centuries; 4tb, higher critieism, which
is the study f the Bible from the stendpoint of sclencs; 5th, evolution; 6th,
spiritualism of the Bible, explaining the so-called miracles and manifestations of
supernatual power in the Bible on natural grounds.

The school is o ened every morning with an address by one of the studentsj
£1so by the Emerson S hool of Orstory, including vocal and physical culture, A
prominent feature at this institute is the fact that students may recelve lndivi-
dual imstruction if required and vhile all are adnitted withcut an educational
examination, yet none are allowed under fifteen years of age and must invariably
possess a g d moral tacter.

The rates of tuition at the Morris Pratt Institute are very reasonable, being
only $50 a year, while single rooms in the building for one only, are furnished at
$1.50 and $2.00 per week and double rooms (for two persons), at 42,00 and ¥3.00
per week,“rooms at the institute being pr vided for girls only, while boys can ob-
tain good rooms at city residences at simil r rates. Table board in the buillding
19 in club on the co-operstive plan sach one paylng f r what he orders.

The Morrls Pratt Institute 13 not a university or a college of letters. It
does not give ddgrees nor is it to be classed with the nigner institutlons of
learning., It 1s more properly an academy and oc uples & position beiween the com-
men school and the college. It was established to give mediums, speakers and
others who contemplate work in the broad field of progressive thought the prepara-
vion seeded. Its work is not only to correct ungrammatical expression but als tc
enlarze one's knowledge, to train the thinking powers. to develop nobility of
character, to elevute the mental and moral tuste, and glve finish, fullners, b au-
ty and completeness to the work done.

Here mediumship 13 pojular, but this school in not especially for medlums. It
is for all whe seek self-improvement, whethor medium or not, whether spiritualist
or not, Its aim i3 to give as good a gener:l education to all persony in the sh rt
time of twa years, and at the same time to equip them with upeciel treiring for
public or private work in the wide fleld of progressive thougnt.

The teachers mt the Morrls Pratt Institute are honest, earnest and erficient,
most of whom hava had experience in public or private achool vork. The members of
the faculty have had long exposrience, eapecially Professor A. J. Weaver who has
been connected with the inustitute since 1902, and has had wide experience teaching

in public achoola, ete. REFERENC\: DEPT.
Harold Andersun Libsary
Wircansin State University
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Students ¢ e here fr e 1 parta of the c untiry from ell parts of the
country from liaine to Calif rnia, n arly ev ry at te in tle uni n huvein b en
represented in different y rs. The enrollm nt this past year was 25 pupils,
coming largely from the mid le and west rn stutes and there have been four or five
graduates every year who receive the diplom s usually avarded.

' A post-graduate c urse is added to the curriculum for the renefit of all
graduates who desire eapecially to fit themselves for public platform work. For
this course, which consists of one year's study, a speciel diol ma will be granted.

The officers and dir ctors of the Morris Pratt Institute 1r» as follows:
George B, Wurne, pr sid nt; A. M. Griffin, vice president; C. A, Burgess, secre-
tary; Andrew J. Weaver, treasurer; also Hattle Smith, Tiom s Grimshaw and Minnie
G. wamEc

FACULTY

George B. Warne, {pre ident) spiritualism of se ular and sacred history;
Andrev J., Weaver, higher critlici m, evolution, phys. geog; paychology, loglc,
history of warfire of science with theology; Vistoria C. Moore, oratory, v ice
and physical culture; Adelaide Burleigh, gramsar, rhetoric, American and English
literature, composition and spelling; Thomes Grimshaw, mediumshipj; Its laws and
tl eir application; Mattie Howell larvin, assistant in psychic department.

The Morris Pratt Institute ns elatlon was chartered by the state through
the influence of Wm. Rogers, Esq., one of the prominent attorneys of the stat ,
wlto was a member of the board of directors of the institute,

The constitution provides that any person believing in the principles of this
organization shall be eligible for uctive membership therein.

Section 2. Each applicution for memb rship shall accompany his applicatl n
with five dollars as a membership fec and not less than one dollar per annum in
advance thereafter,

Section 3. Any person may obtain a 1ife membership on payment of $25 in
advance.

The institute i1s absolutely in the hands of the association whose officers
are alected annually by ballot at the regular meeting of directors.

The Morris Pratt Institute has an endowment fund of $65,000 which is largely
invested in real estate, drawing good annual interest, in addition to which it has
several thousand dollars invested in stocks, b nds, ete.

A fine catalogue i3 issued by the institute, giving the full courses of study
and all inforuation which will be sent to any adlress upon application, while all
comumications will be promptly answered and its prospects for a larger attendance
the ¢ ming season ara very bright.

Lrone. .
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MoRrris PRATT

CHAPTER XXIII

PROSPECTING WITH THE SPIRITS

Morris Pratt

THERE HAS JUST closed behind me, after a
brief visit, at Whitewater, Wisconsin, the door of
a strange educational institution, the only train-
ing school of its kind in the world. Officially it is
known as the Morris Pratt Institute. It is a Spir-
jtualist college with an international reputation;
its founder was an untutored common laborer.

I am perplexed over the anomalous story of its
establishment; baffled to explain the mysterious
public revelations made by renowned mediums
who come there to lecture and read the mind. Be-
lievers tell me I do not understand because I am
not sensitized to the invisible intelligences that
crowd about me.

This school attempts to “radioize” students to
catch the spirit messages from the world of ether.

“Here mediumship is popular,” announces the
novel little catalogue outlining the course of study.

“Its possession is prized as a pearl of great value
367
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and its development is encouraged and assisted by
the best methods known to us.”

A few years ago the late Clarence Darrow, noted
Chicago criminal lawyer, came to Whitewater, a
busy Southern Wisconsin city of 4,000 with a cul-
tured New England visage, to speak at an open
forum of the State Teachers’ College. After the
lecture he disappeared for two days. Later it was
discovered that he had spent the time on an inspec-
tion of the Morris Pratt Institute—and departed
unconvinced but mystified. I fully realize his pre-
dicament.

“In the hectic days after the Civil War,” Mr.
Darrow commented, “many people embraced Spir-
itualism, for the friends of dead soldiers were anx-
ious to receive messages directly from the ones
they loved. These they often seemed to get, though
it was eryptic and not couched in good English, but
after all, as the medium contended, fairly good
considering the means that had to be used to let
the dead talk to their survivors.

“Often I went to seances and visited mediums,
and this I continued to a much later date. In fact,
I have visited them in most American cities of any
importance, and many in Europe. I really have
wanted to believe it all and therefore tried to, but
in vain.”’*"*® '

There was nothing about the conduct of Morris
Pratt that foreboded idealism. He was a New

208 Darrow, Clarence, T'he Story of My Life, New York, 1932, p. 398.
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Yorker, born at Eaton, Madison County, December
13, 1820-—a lad with one year's schooling who
worked hard for his money and hoarded it with
frugality. Riches he coveted; to accumulate wealth
became a dream. Early in the fifties he emigrated
to Wisconsin and was one of a half dozen neigh-
borly families to gather around Whitewater.
Bound together by the common belief in Spiritual-
ism, soon they came to know all the national me-
diums, entertained them in their homes and com-
muned through them to their departed friends.
Lectures and seances conducted by William Stain-
ton Moses, the outstanding leader, gave the White-
water colony strength and reputation.

During one of the seances at Whitewater, early
in the eighties, Mr. Pratt declared that if he could
be made wealthy he would devote a large part of his
accumulations to the Spiritualist movement. Later
he was called upon by Mrs. Mary Hayes, a local
seeress.”"" She was in the audience which had heard
him make his public vow.

%9 nder date of September 7, 1938, J. 0. Hayes, son of Mrs. Mary
Hayes, then living at San Jose, California, wrote the author of
this book:

“Mrs. Mary Hayes mentioned in the newspaper article is
my mother. She died in 1905. Mr. Pratt knew Mrs, Hayes and
greatly admired and respected her. Mrs. Hayes was not a med-
ium. In her young womanhood she became very much interested
in the question of man’s immortality and prayed for two years
very earnestly and devotedly that she might know the truth
regarding it. As a result of this effort she passed through an
experience somewhat similar ta that of Jesus in the wilderness
as recorded in the Bible. She spoke in tongues unknown to her;
she healed the sick by the laying on of her hands; she restored
those posseased to & normal condition and did untold miraculous
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“Do you intend, if made wealthy, to carry out
your promise ?” she inquired.

Pratt eagerly pledged his faith to aid the mystic
circle.

“How much money have you saved?” she pur-
sued.

“About $4,000,” he responded.

“Then go in with my sons to Northern Wiscon-
sin-Michigan and invest in wild lands,” she advised,
designating the township and range.

things that could not be explained by the use of any ordinary |

human methods. From that time until her death a large part
of her time was given to healing the sick, and she did this with-
out charge or financial compensation. My mind is full of in.
stences of her miraculous work that covers the period of earliest
memory up to the time of her death.”

J. O. Hayes married Clara Lyon, daughter of Justice Wil
liam P. Liyon of the Wisconsin Supreme Court. She died in 1952,

ASHLARD MINE AT IRONWoOD, MICHIGAN, WHERE MORRIS PRaATT,

SPIRITUALIST, MADE A FORTUNE FROM FOLLOWING THE ADVICE OF i
3

SEERESS
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MARY HaYES-CHYNOWETH, FORMERLY OF WATERLOOD, Wis-
CONSIN, WHOSE ADVICE LED MORRIS PRATT T0 WEALTH

Pratt unquestioningly followed her advice.
Spirit prospectors guided him. After he had in-
spected the region, however, he momentarily hesi-
tated. The acres were barren of timber, scourged
by fire and strewn with rocks. The area appeared
valueless. Then, putting doubt aside, he purchased
stock in a company organized by sons of Mrs.
Hayes, which had entered a claim to all the par-
ticular desolate tract.

For two years Pratt awaited results. Again he
went to the same seeress to complain. Nothing had
transpired to hasten his wealth gathering. She ad-
vised him to be patient; to hold on. Three more
years passed, and then came purchasers.

“The mining company has offered many times
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what I have invested,” he gleefully told Mrs. Hayes.
“What shall Ido?”

“Accept!” she responded. "I have so advised my
sons.” Pratt did not wait for further instructions.

By 1886 the region turned out to be the heart
of the Gogebic iron range. The discovery of high
grade Bessemer ore led to a speculative craze un-
paralleled in Wisconsin; mining companies flour-
ished; a money mania swept northern Wisconsin
and Michigan; fortune seekers became heroes of
the hour. Pratt’s dream of riches had been provi-
dentially answered.

“When, through the guidance of my mother, my
brother and I discovered, opened and operated the
Ashland Iron Mine at Ironwood, Michigan, Mr.
Pratt, on account of his faith in my mother, bought
some stock in our company and realized a large
profit from its subsequent sale,” declared J. O.
Hayes, the son living in San Jose, California.*'" “]
assume that a considerable part of the profit de-
rived from this transaction went into the Pratt In-
stitute of Whitewater.”

With renewed faith Pratt set about to fulfill his
covenant. He did not wait for someone to prod him

#10Clay, Louisa Johneon, The Spirit Dominant, San Jose, Cali-
fornia, (n. d.} is a story of the life of Mary Hayes-Chynoweth,
It is an unusual volume, replete with singular spiritual proph-
ccies and cures that occurred in Waterloo, Madison, Marshali,
Hurley, and Ashland, touching the families of men and women
prominent in the history of Wisconsin. The chain of occurrences
is astounding; the events mystifying. Mrs. Hayes-Chynoweth
became the founder in San Jose of a school of religion known
as The New Thought. Copy of The Spiril Dominant in Wis-
consin Historical Library.
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into redeeming his promise. Work on a spirit
temple was quickly begun at Whitewater under his
direction. When the foundation for the three-story
structure had been laid skeptics began to sneer.’"’
But the builder was determined.

“I made a vow before I made my investment that
I would erect a temple to the spirit world with a
share of the profits I was to realize, and I intend
to do so,” was his inflexible reply to all doubters.

“Pratt’s Folly” they called it derisively in those
days, and Pratt’s Folly appeared an appropriate
designation, for even its founder did not know
exactly the purpose to which the new structure
would be dedicated.

“It will be used in the interests of spiritualism,”
was his only explanation.

The building was finished in 1888. For years it
was a meeting place for public seances. A few
months before Pratt’s dedth in 1902, he gave a deed
to the estate to seven well known Spiritualists to
act as a board of trustees. At last he had decided
to transform the property into a Spiritualist edu-
cational institution.’'* He lived long enough to
see the first class matriculate and begin its studies.

Since then many substantial donations have been
made to an endowment fund for the maintenance
of the school. The building contains sleeping ac-

21 Milwaukee Sentinel, May 26, 1924.

212Morris Pratt died at Whitewater, Wisconsin, December 21, 1902,
and is buried in the local cemetery. Obituary notice in Whilte-
water Guazetie, December 26, 1902,
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commodations for fifty students, a large churtch
auditorium, class rooms, offices, reception rooms,
dining room, kitchen and laundry.

The school is based on the idea that while the
Spiritualist workers should increase the psychic
power which they possess to the highest degree,
they should also cultivate their mental and moral
powers; should strive to acquire literary tastes and
noble aspirations; should become lovers of books,
of nature, of truth and progress; should become in
mind and heart cultured, in manners and language
refined and in aspirations inspired.

Between 1910 and 1915 the student body at times
numbered as high as forty-five. The program was
extended to include courses in grammar, literature,
psychology, history, logie, philosophy of Spiritual-
ism and religion, as well as a department of speech.
The regular course was two years, although many
of the students returned to take special graduate
work.

The institute continued until the spring of 1932,
when a falling off in the enrollment and a loss of a
large part of the income from endowment funds
forced officials to close the school. Correspondence
courses in Spiritualism temporarily interfered
with a reopening.

After three seasons of inactivity, funds were
raised, instructors engaged, and the building re-
conditioned. Meantime the number of students
had noticeably decreased.

- g
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There has always been a strange concern about
the institution by the outside world. Students
from the nearby State Teachers’ College call the
rival institution the “Spook House.” Many of
them, however, find more 1nterest there at a Sun-
day evening seance than in the gatherings at the
other churches. Whitewater residents take real
enjoyment in attending the lectures offered. by
nationally recogmzed scholars in Spiritualism.
Bigotry is unknown.

Curiosity prompted me, as 1t has hundreds of
others, to enter the quiet building set in a group of
towering elms.

Most of the classes are taught 1n rooms on the
first floor. In the second story general assembly,
with a seating capacity of more than 400, public
meetings are held each Sunday evening throughout
the school term.

Monrkts PRATT INSTITUTE AT WHITEWATER, WISCONSIN, ONLY
SPIRITUALIST OLLEGE IN THE WORLD
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On the wall there is a painting of a beautiful
woman, who, according to the medium, returned
from the spirit world to speak for a moment to
earthly loved ones and tarry long enough to be
sketched. On another wall is a framed memorial
recalling the history of the community at Hydes-
ville, New York, where in 1848 modern Spiritual-
ism first made definite claim to direct communica-
tion with the spirits of the dead.

But my thoughts were all the time on the third
floor of this building. I had heard much about the
spotless seance room—white shades, white chairs,
white wallpaper—nothing it white—but T evi-
denced little interest until reminded that we must
now ascend the long stairs to the sacred chamber.

“Twenty-five years ago, when I first visited this
institution,” Robert K. Coe, the editor of the
Whitewater Register, told me as we climbed the
passageway together, “I was denied admission to
this room. The guide then told me that no one but
a member of the Spiritualist church, fully dressed
in white, would be allowed to enter. This was a
hallowed precinet not to be profaned by a non-
believer. Since then the harsh regulation has been
rescinded.”

The walls of the chamber are adorned with pic-
tures and emblems of Spiritualism. While the tap-
estry has become faded with age, the chairs chip-
ped of paint, to the venerable room there still
cling stories of the wraith-like aura of a spectral

e T aannd 4
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atmosphere. The sanctuary of the_spirit _has lost
its immaculate allurement. I was disappointed.

“Thousands of men and women are having
psychic experiences every day,” volunteered our
guide. “Thousands upon thousands. Ma.ny of them
are dismayed at the revelation of their hidden pow-
ers, for they do not know how to use or guide t.hlS
marvelous gift of sensitiveness which has been im-
parted to them. What we want to teach them is
that mediumship and psychic sensitiveness are
natural—compatible both with spiritual and natur-
al laws.”

After we had returned to the office of the prin-
cipal of the school we sat down to listen to an ex-
planation of the spirit phenomena. As o_utlmed
by the speaker, all life is motion and vibration, but
the vibrations of the spiritual realm are not only
more rapid, but also higher and finer, than those
of the physical. The medium, then, is a person who
can hold himself to the higher level and achieve
such harmony with the spirit world that he catches
the higher vibrations.

Sharply, like the snapping of a taut wire, I dis-
cerned the noise of the world outside. AsIhurried
down the street I paused at stores and offices to
visit with people whose names had been given me
as possible sources of information. Not a single
one would concede a belief in Spiritualism. But in
conversation all recalled mystifying revelations
that baffled their understanding. Their only ad-
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missions were that from the seance platform of
the school they have heard strange voices—and
they knew not whence they came.

\ The Morris Pratt Institute, singular of birth, un-
usual of purpose, sheds a weird intellectual light
in a world of great darkness.
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Temple Stood On Center St.

I

June 15, 1972 —Whitewater Register, Whitewater, Wisconsin —9

Pratt Made Whitewater A Center-

It has now been 11 years
ince a three story, white brick
iome was torn down at 300
Jenter Street, but the memory
f “Pratt’s folly” is still very
nuch alive in Whitewater,

It was in 1889 that
}9-yearold Morris Pratt, a
vealthy Whitewater citizen,
nilt what was then the most
wpensive home in the city. The
arge building was assessed at a
rajue of $30,000, and was some
{8 feet wide, 85 feet long, and
sontained two large auditorium
aalls, one of which seated nearly
lour hundred people. Prati
iesigned the building as a temple
ind a school for Spiritualism,
ind it was dedicated in 1889.

World’s first

In 1902 the building became
1e Pratt Institute, the [irst
piritualist school in the world.
it that time, Pratt deeded the
uilding and land to seven
nown and reliable Spiritualists,
tho were to act as trustees of
ne property. It was not until
bout 1938 that the Institute
siled financially and was forced
o close its doors for the last
ime.

Pratt, ome of the early
Yoneers in Whitewater, amassed

great deal of weaith and
redited his success to "‘invisible
ntelligences.” And his fortune
n making wise investments was

pdeed, nothing short of
umazing.

Pratt was born in Madison
Jounty, New York, and

nigrated to Whitewater with his
wo brothers in 1840. The three
‘ratts immediately began to
lear land for farming in Lima
“ownship. By 1856, the frugal
nd hardworking Pratt was
mmying tax om more than
112,000 worth of property, and
vas one of the most successful
of the early Whitewater area
ioneers,

Pratt converted

Pmit visited the Lake Mills
iplritualist center in 1851 and
vas soon converted to the
inorthodox religion of
jpiritualism, Pratt was fairly
well-educated and frequently
vpued dwring church services
pith ministers who criticized
piritualism, and on several
xcasions was evicted from the
thurch. Pratt was even fined
ynce for his controversial
ictions,

In 1884 Pratt met another
VYew York native, Mrs. Mary
dayes, and began to attend
:piritualist meetings with the
wlf-proclaimed faith healer and
mophet, She advised Pratt to
mvest in a company which
pventually became the highly
profitable Ashland Mine of
{ronwood, Michigan, From this
venture Pratt gathered a
fabulous amount of money, and
shortly thereafter the Pratt
Institute became a reality. Pratt
had earlier said that “If I am
made rich, I will give part of it
for Spiritualism.” In 1889 he
fulfilled his promise.

Pratt wished to give his
temple-home to the Spiritualists
who developed a national
organization by 1893, and
eventually deeded the property
that was originally called
“Science Hall.”

Psychic powers
The school was based on the

dea that persons who possessed
in inborn ability to

communicate with the Spiritual
world should be given an
opportunity to develop that
ability. The Institute, according
to Pratt, would provide a place
where the students could
improve their psychic powers,
and at the same time, cultivate
their mental and moral powers.

Pratt’s unorthodox views
drew a negative reaction in the
Whitewater community, and
Pratt found himsell paying
exhorbitant taxes on his
building_dunng_its early years
of existence. Eventually the
residents of the area modified
their views, and services at the
three story building were soon
listed under “church notices.”
On Sunday evenings citizens
flocked to the Institute to
witness special seances and
lectures by nationally famous
Spiritualists.

Morris Pratt

(Whitewater Historical

Society Phot

The wvisitors were barred for
many years, however, from a
room on the third floor that was
furnished in white and had
pictures and emblems of
Spiritualism on the walls, When
the public was finally permitted
to enter they found “mediums”
(persons who communicated
with the Spiritual world) and
examples of Spiritual art.

New York origin

The belief 1n communication
with spirits, according to a 1964
speech by Paul Schmunk here in
Whitewater, to a meeting of the
State Historical Society, began
in Hydesville, New York, in
1848. It was there that two girls,
less than 10 years old, developed
a code for mysterious raps that
had occurred in their farm
home. New York, during that
period, had been the scene of
numerous religious revivals,
Utopian societies, and reform
movements. Soon thousands of

Spiritualist circles developed,
with an estimated one million
believers,

The establishment of the
Spiritualist school in Whitewater
was also closely connected with
New York,

The former governor of the
Wisconsin teritory, N. P.
Tallmadge, was a prominent
defender of Spiritualism, and in
1854 headed a list of 15,000
signers of a Congressional
petition which requested a
scientific investigation of
Spiritualism. Pratt was also one
of the territory’s early
Spiritualists.

Foster Parent Banquet June 19

June is celebrated nationally
1s Foster Parent month, end in
‘ecognition of the services
yovided by foster parents in our

ages [rom infancy through
adolescence, who, for one reason
or another, cannot remain in
their own homes. Also included

Ly

Institute begins

In 1902 Prait persuaded
nationally known Moses Hull
and Andrew Jackson Weaver to
come to Whitewater, the year
that the Momis Pratt Institute
was initiated. He gave Hull a
separate house and donated the
big white brick building to
Spiritualism, but still retained an
apartment in the Institute for
himsell and his wife. Hull
dedicated himself to the
continuation of Spiritualism,
crossing the country in an
attempt to raise enough money
to keep the Whitewater school
from closing. Hull constantly
spoke of making Whitewater the

‘*Mecca of Modern
Spiritualism.”
Pratt died shortly after

deeding his home to the Pratt
Association, and at the time of
his death, the Institute was
carrying a $2200 mortgage.

After the retirment of the
90-year-cld Andrew Jackson
Weaver, in 1921, the
materialism, the peneral religious
indifference, and the exciting
motion pictures, not to mention
the speak-easies, began to take
their toll, according to
Schmunk,

School suffers

During the depression years
of the 1930’ the school suffered
from endowment losses, and
students from the Institute were
unable to find jobs in
Whitewater.

The school closed for three
years, reopened in 1935, and
finally died a short time later.
By 1946 the Temple was sold,
and a new Morris Pratt Institute
was built in Milwaukee,

After the building was sold in
1946 it was used for a rest home
for aged Spiritualists, and later
became a girls dormitery for the
old Wisconsin State Teacher’s
College.

In 1961 the great temple of
Spiritualism was razed and the
land was purchased by the
Wisconsin Telephone Company.

The Telephone Company
building that serves the

Whitewater area now stands at
300 Center Street.

How much communication, if
any, the students managed to
experience between the Spiritual
world and themselves is
unknown. We can be certain
however, that legends
surrounding the Pratt Institute
will be alive in Whitewater for
many years to come

UW-W Prof.
Outstanding
Educator

Dr. Jack L. Knusel, Associate
Professor of Economics,
University of Wisconsin-
Whitewater, was recentiy among
those honored with a letter of
cerlificate and an award for
Outstanding Educators of
America for 1972,

The nominations are made by
the officials of the university on
the basis of the educator’s
talents in the clasroom,
contributions to research,
administrative ability, civic
service, and professional
recognition. The members will
be listed in the national award
volumn of Outstanding
Educators of America.

WANT A BARGAIN?
THE PEACH HAS THEM
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The Pratt Institute, photographed Whitewater Historical Societ
around 1930. (Compliments of the

Aspin Announces UW-W Grant

First District Congressman
Les Aspin (D-Wis) has
announced that the University
of Wisconsin - Whitewater has
received a grant of $25,000 for
laboratory and other
instructional equipment and
materials from the Oflice of
Education of the Department of
Health, Education and Welfare.

HOMEMAKERS WARNED,
CHECK ON SALESMEN

Homemakers are being
wamed by the state Attomey
General to be wary of
door-to-door salesmen selling
expensive household products
and equipment,

“Although there are many
honest salesmen selling for
legitimate companies, the
actigns of a few make it
imperative that consumers
exercise caution in this area”
says Robert Warren, Wisconsin’s
Attomey General.

Warren indicated that his
Office of Consumer Protection
has received a seres of
complaints conceming both the
quality of merchandise, and the
service of the manufacturers.

Complaints generally fall into
the following areas:

—Late delivery;
—>Salesmen hard to find
after delivery;

—Company doesn’t answer
letters of complaint;

—Surface of cockery be-
comes pitted and scratched after
normal use;

—Food bums easily and
sticks to the cookware.

Warren encouraged
consumers to be cautious when
approached by a door-to-door
salesman selling kitchenware,

“Chick up on the product as
much as possible. Dont be
pressured to sign a contract
before you are confident you are
signing for quality
merchandise,” Warren advises.

“If you feel you have been
defrauded 1n the marketplace,
contact my olfice of Consumer
Protection, State Capitol,
Madison, 53702, he adds.

Aspin explained that the
money is to be used for the
purchase of educational aides
that will be used directly by the
students.

He indicated that such things
as audio visual equipment,
microscopes and copy machines
are the kinds of items that can
be purchased with funds under
this grant.

“l am very pleased that the
University of Wisconsin-
Whitewater has received this
money to improve the tools that
students will have at their
disposal to pursue their studies.

“l will continue to support
federal education programs such
as this,” the First District
Congressman said in a statement
released today.

ADVAN!

TUESDAY
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A mem
will call at 3
sale drive,

PROCEEDS FOR

Move
up
to a

better

life!

A New Home
Investm

DESIGN A—Brick Veneer CLE

Four bedrooms

Living Area
DESIGN A

Plan 1 or 2—1,292 sq. {1

Half-bath in master bedroom
Step-saving L-shape kitchen

Convenient dining areas
Choice of brick veneer or frame exterior
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Cuidcd by direction wht i came to Morns Prutl

“from Invisible

tellygzences,” he uccumulat d ¢ nell fortune. 1s ¢ memento of us grdlude, he dudt ated the budding {us shown
aue )t the study of spiritualy

History of spintualism:

facts versus
G °15A_T€ K!UHP‘J T

“In d ing research on my
foject, 1 have traced the origin
f Mary Worth back to
fhitewater, Wisconsin Any
Wormation you could give me
n this and witcheraft in general
rould be quile helplui

hearsay

Acc rding to the Whitewater
poli e, the event was atiributed
to an nym u pranksters. Over
the yea s there have been similar
© curan ¢s though none quite
as apparent. Mosl happenings of
this_sort tahe place about this
time f the year and. o
Thursday nights, Some may view
this as quite mysterious and

The above excerpt was laken sone atteibute it {0 the foct that
-om a lelter re ently sent to the Thursday night is  traditiona
OYAL PURPLE office by a drinking night (the mo1
tudent at Miami University in probable eve for pranks 1o

Ixlord, Ol .

According o cerlain!
rofessors at the UMW W, just]

bout every fre iman class has

s share ol those seeking imilar!

furmation The trouble is that
ne oniy thing ever arrived at is
ead end There age many
zrsions of Mary Worth, and
ven more on the witcheraft of
Mitewate. The difference
etween fact and rumor seem
vile definite, but there are
uny imaginations unwilling to

scept this.
3"0:1 the front page of the Nov
. 1970 issue of the ROYAL

URPLL: was a small story about
1e cash | Tan infant appearing
n the mall in broad daylight
o witness o the evenl was
vlable, nor was there any
cplanation The issue was left a
1y slery

¥
? Ny

oceur), and Halloween stirs 1l ¢
imagination anyway.

Something left unsaid zbout
the Nov. 1970 disturbance,
however, is (hat relatives of the
dead infant are siill alive and
were quite aghasi at the though
of the bedy being removed from
the crypt. It is no wonder that
authorities in Whitewater wer
*nolified 10 weld shut the certain
crypt.

Students [ tle University
hear many rumors regarding the
goings on of Hillside Cemelery.
Many students have started
research on the subj t and
stopped unsatisfied. Some claim
they were too “spooked” lo
continue, and some could not
find enough factual information
One such rumor is that of a male
student leaving the cemetery and
ending up in the men’s room of

Lo oy

aloalga stat 4 witl |
st hed A ording 1o th
Whitewaler p i there wa
neverany s p it [l

Th te are,] w ver,p nn
FACTS 1 gardu g s) irituah
ard th Mo Pratt It titute
(n w the site T the teleph ne
company) which was the Mgt
spiritualist Sollege in_tle U S,
and _was loci[ﬁsin milc\\'z'n"_c’;,.

uch “things ~ afe  viewed
beautiful (contrary 1o the black
magic and occult as is viewed
today) by the senior members of .
the Whitewater community.

The following information
was compiled from various back
issues of the WIHITEWATER
REGISTER and the ROYAL
PURPLE, rescarch taken from
the “Mhstory of Spiritualism,
1B45.-1855" the Master’s Thesis
of E. 3 Ta s 1957, and
excerpls of a speech presented
by Paul Setmunk to the State
Iistncal Socicty of Wis onsin
in June, 1964.

Spiritualism in America began
in New Yark around the mid
1840%. Among Tallowers there
was 2 hasic set of behefs, though
cach had his own variauong 1o
the theme The shared set of
belicfs were  *“There was for
everyone life  afller death in
spheres beyond and the denizer s
of those spheres desired to amd
were capable of communicaty g
within habitants of the land ™

The foilowers began to
appear  shortly  after the
mysterion  rappimgs ocurred in
the preer ¢ of Kate and
Margaret ' xn 1848

Wri

S Spirit

kuprrelun copy photo
‘One night in tle spung of
1848 two teen-ape daughters of
western New York famuer
s reamed 1o their parerds tha

wals of their rooms S on their
neighbors and the p ople in the
surreund’t g country ide w uld
refer t these rap a My leriou
Noises, Startling Manife ation ,
Rappings. Withn four
years people all over the w rld
would be listentng I r them The
girls would be tle entr [ a

When the raps complicd, she

contiued .

She asked. “Arc jou a
injured spirit?" Distin ¢ rap! In
answer to further questions, the
inyured spint rapped out the
story ihat be had been a peddler
and had been murdered and
buried in the house they were 1n
he had been thirty -one years old
when he died and had left 2
famdy of a wife, two sons and
three daughters

This has been recorded as tive
first set of rappings in Amenca,
in the dwelhips bk wn as
Hydesville, town of Arcadia,
Wayne County, New York

Continumg or with the story,
Mrs. Fox called hier nesghbors,
who at first regarded  the
rappings as “a big joke", bul
later became believers, Hundreds
of people from all over the
countryside began visiting the
Fox home and experiencing the
rappings. Two weeks after the
noises began, John Fox, {ather
of Kate and Muargaret, wiole*
‘“Hundreds have visited the
house, so that is is imposaible 10
attend to our daily occupations,

U ihey heard raps comir g from and 1 hope, wheder 11 be natural
™ (e s bedstead, the Mo rar d the or supesnutural, the means will

be found out soon.™

The girls were sent away 1o
tive with rclatves, but the spints
[ Nlowed People began to follow
Kate and Margaret the
cun us, the hopelul, th se wid
a will 10 believe,

“No longer were they sinply
testing the raps to sce if they

social and religious phen mena were really audible and spiritual
they would never understand 1M the raps weic real, they could

nor care t - nderstand
*...0n U enight T March 28,
Mrs Fox got up, lit a candle,

and walked fr m the room
where  they all slept to
investipate  knocking o1 the

flvor of the east bedroom Mus.
Fox could not dis  ver the caus
of the knochings that mght, n ¢
on succecding nights as they '
grew louder. Ou the night of
March 31, the family wenl 1
bed early, determmed n 1 1o let
the noise disturb them
Fifltcen -year old Margaret and
her twelve - year- old siter,
Kate, decided to sleep in the east
bedroom As usudd, the noises
cununenced  Kate began 1o
imitate them by smapping her
fingers. As fast as he snapped,
the sounds lollowed in vanous
parts of the dark room, making
the same number of raps as the
girl did. Then Marparel joined
the game, saying, “Now do as |
do Count one, two, three,
four. ™

satisfy a basic human craving
communication with the dead
and with it, pr [ of hie after
death...Pethaps  tie  rapping
were, at la 1, the key to heaver
on earth ™

Early in 1850, belicvers begai
to bring out histories nf_llu
rapyings in newspajer arlicle

and pamphlets. This “trend™
5 n swept over the country,
gathering ardent believers.

According to lsoa s, Warnen
Chase was the one responsible
{ r begnning the movement in
Wisconsin, Chase was a
dedicated and devoted
evangelist, 2 New Englander of
bastard birth His early hie had
been one of rejection,
degradation and suffering.

In June of 1853, Chase
reported that for over a year he
had been spending al) lus tune 10
spreading  spiritvalism in
Wisconsin and llinois and that
there were “thousads of firm
believers and hundieds who aie
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Morris  Pratt, vne of the carly poners i1

Whitewster, founded a school for jplrt!.uuiists tn

1808, S ¢n

in constant intercourse with ihe
spirit spheres.”™ The circle of
progress met regularly at Lake

Mills, Wisconsin.

The Spirilualist movement
began in Wisconsin soon after
the “trend” developed in this
country during the §840'%.

Morris  Pratt, an
lWisconsin emmigrani,
instrumental in establishing
Spirilvalism  as a  significam
movement in Whitewaier,

Pratt was born in Madison
County, New York, in 1820 and
‘cmmigmt‘;d,i Wisconsin eatly
in the (18409 with his two
brothers, He was one of the first
to settle around the Whitewater
area and soon became one of the
most successful pioneers in the
area. !
“~Pratt denounced many
orthedox religious beliefs and
was 3 dedicated follower of
Spiritualism, The early setilers of
Whitewater were bound 1ogether
by the common beliel in
Spiritualism and seon came to
know the natenal mediums.
They would invite these
mediums into their homes and
cominunicate through them with
their departed relatives and
friends,

According 10 Fred L. Holmes,
author of “Badger Saints and
Sinners" (1939), “Lectures and
scances conducted by William
Stainton Moses, the oulsianding
leader, gave he Whitewaler
colony sirength and reputation.”

carly
was

.j,..—s.

kuprelian cop)y photo

{ these
Prati

1t was during one
seances that Morris

,declared, “If | m nade i », [ {aught, nor encouragement of

i originally called “S ience Hall” gitl"s dormn for the old Wisconsin

of lhyes and awalled results.
The region tumed out Lo be the had deeded his home to the
heart of the Gogebic iron range,, Pratt Institule, at which time it
which is now the Ashland Iron carricd a $2,200 mortpage. The
Mine at lronwood, Michigan.!school suffered  dueng  the
Pratt eventually disposed of his depiession ycnfs_—;ylg__md_l
interest to Hnyes for a total of L[gse in‘l.g._:]’g It was rcopcncdﬂ
$125,000. <1935, hut only for a short tim
fn 1888 a white thrce story The schobl %as sold in 1946 and
building was erected at 300 used for a rest home for aped
Center St. The building was spintualists, laler becoming a

and was dedicated 1 the study Stele.Teacher’s College

of the world which exists Moms. Pr_:ul Instilute

beyond the grave w&dl‘nhhl}ﬂukcc ~
Morrs Pratt had kept lus I 1961, the property at 300

promise. .Center S1. was sold 1o the
In 1902, "Science Mall™ Wisconsin Telephone Company.
became the Morris Prat As for the Spiritualist

Institute, under the diection of movement itsell, the 1880
Moses Hull Pratt kept a room in brought much controversy as lo
the Institute in which e and his the penuineness of the Fox
wife resided Hull spent much’ sisters’ repotts of rappings.

time traveling all over the
'country Lrying to raise money to ;
keep the Institute in operation,

There was an admssion of
trickery made in 1888, but the
- following year, a retraction.
he Morris fraut 'Instuute “33 Taken from “Notable American
the first Spintualist college i Women, 1607-1950" is the

::?:MU.E‘-T—"S";?“JS}EM&—-L,_ Its principle !fo!lowing information:
T Perject freedom of thought  “By 1B66 the alcohalism (hat
and expression, so long as was to haunt both Kate and
unkind personalines are avoided Margaret throughout the rest of
{Eventually rewritten Frecdom heir lives — the result, peshaps,
of thought and liberty of of the stress of the public life
exﬁrenion, but in no case shell they could neither comprehend
unkind personalities be indulged nor  control was  well
in, nor other systems of religion e \ablished.” .

er philasophy be  Kate scarched for a cure, was
misrepresented, vor immortality put in a2 sanatorium  and

eventually sailed to England at

will give part of it fordisobedience towards the (he expense of a friend

Spiritualism,” ;govemmcm and its laws be “Laglish Spiritualists”  gave
Mary Hayes, also a hew Permiited) ' Kale a wamm welcome and she

Yorker, had migrated to 2 Reason and experience the began holding private seances

Madison and was also extremely
interested in the Spir tualist
movement. Some

and others just a friend.

She was, however, the one
responsible for Pratt’s
investmenl which eventually
made the Mortis Pratt In titete
become a reality

Hayes had been attending the
seances in Whitewater and also
those in Lake Mills under the
direction of Warren Chase. By
this time Chase was publislung a
small weekly newspaper, the
SPIRITUAL TELEGRAPH, and
had expressed a desire 1o begin a
school in the arca

When Hayes heard the vow of
Pratt’s, she asked him, “Do you

intend, il made wealthy, 10 carry
out your promise?*
Ille answered in the

allirmative and when she a ked
him how much maney he had
saved, he declared that his father
had left lum 34,000, She then
urged him to invest the money
into the wild lands in nortl ern
Wisconsin and Michigan He dig,
and al o purchased stock in a
¢ mpany organized by the sons

accounts| €95
depict her as a refative to Prait,

highest authority. No

; ation b Y immediately. In England, as in
discrimination because of 0ne’s g marica, highly respecied men

of letters and sciences defended
Kale's honesty and insisted on
the spiritual nawre of the
phencmena pr duced in  her
presence. Her sister Margaren,
who had been waging her wn
losing batde with the demon.
dnink, | ined | er in England in
1876 and { r a time remained
there. But in the spring ol 1883
Kate went back 1o Amenca, and
her drinking problem soon
became mote acute In August
. 1886 she was anested in

In addition to loff:rmg Roch ster lor drunkenness, in
courses that nearly all schools May 1888 she was again

: (:l';l(; l]::d h::::;iesm.: .I.T[',ssl;::l}:z arested. Margaret, in England,
wrote lellers to  American

Rescarch” (a study of the . .
relation which exists between NCWSPIPEs bl.lm_mg Spirttualism
for her sister’s misfortunes

the world and that beyond the
prave) “Comparative Religion™;
“The Struggle of Science with
Theology", *‘Higher Criticism,
Fvolution and Spiritualism. gone through a sesies of

The class in “‘Psychic idumphs and defeats, exposes
Rescarch' was held in & spccial and new p[CIDfS, dilufion as a
room of pure white, StudentS;eform movement and
and teachers alihe were n logpstantly increasing
allowed to enter unfess garbed in ypreniization as a sect of
a olorless robe secls.”

3. All narrow and seciorian
sruls carefully av ided
Y 4 To aim to make all

students original  thinkers.

The students at the Institule
were adults from all over the
country. In the catalog it is
stated, * This school rejects
nothing because it is new and
unpopular; 1t accepts nothing
becau e it is old and popular. It
* seeks only truth.”

“Thus began the expose of 40
yeats of medumship By this
time Spiritualism in America had

bt} Lo
Pratt died shortly after he

" oo =bagiead o
“Earlier exposes had bhet
damaging, but this one, comn
from Margaret hersel
threatened 1o be the cru hu

blow Margaret explaned
reporters who mel fer un h

arrival in New York that she ar
Kate lad originally begun tl
rappings 1o fool their moih
and had made them by throwar
thewr big toes out of junt, o
Oct. 21, 1888, she demonsirat
the technique (o a large audient
at the Music Hall. She charge
that their sister Leah had forec
lier and Kale to keep up !
spirit-rapptng  fraud, an
denounced her for explowr
and tyrannizing them Kue s
in the audience, giving full asser
to Margaret's explanaugon, Le.
refused to make any publ
comment.

“Spicitualists  denvunee
Matparet’s expose as the ravin
of a p or besolted wuman wh
w uld do anything for muney
Opp nents  of Spunuabs
tlamed that Margaret had give
the death blow (o o dishone
and wnimora farce ™

“A year later she recanted
swearmg  that she had  bee
triched nto making a ad
confession by unscrupuluoe
men A new lecture lour, dusi
which g e reaffirmed her bele
in spirits, also faled Both s
and Kale sank deeper
poventy, hun diation and Jonk

The girls died shonly afi
this and  were moumed
Sprituabsts  throughout
wrld.

Tie rappngs are stil
puzzle, though there have n
reports of other  med
besides (e Fox sisters The
that have done research on il
ubject are still quite divided

S me authors beieve o
s me do not This s vident
that s me editions 4 * Insts
menti n Margaret's 1elract
and some omit it

The resulis? A pueale leltf
tle reader t dede Tinew
a will to believe wilt « e
b heve

Those Hhaving J (oum

Spuitualism i the jast v
¢ nfinue to disbelieve

Many ate bafMl d nd ma
nol phased

Such indidents, howes
conlinue to keep tie inler
awe wn the world of
unknown.

As it was taled by the s
mes ages, “You may expe.
variety of thmg frm
society ™



Childhood Experience Led (0

Miller To Spiritualism
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The Reverend Lester Miller, president of the Pratt
Institute, spoke to a class at the University of Wisconsin -
Whitewater on Friday, July 6. The Pratt Institute was
formetrly located in Whitewater, and later moved to
Milwaukee after Josing here in 1932,

sup
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‘I'he Reverend Lester Miller,
Madison, who now heads the
Morris Pratt Institute in
Milwaukee (formerly located in
Whitewater), said last Friday
that his own experience is a
testimonial to the reality of
spiritualism.

Reverend Miller was on the
University of Wisconsin-
Whitewater campus to speak to a
class taught by Professor Gordon
Long entitled “Literature of
Terror and the Grotesque.”

Miller told his audience that
he once witnessed a spirit
coming from the body of a man
who was lying unconscious.
Someone asked Miller if he
touched the spirit, and he said
“No, no one has ever touched
one.”

Miller said that he was first
interested in spiritualism when
he was 13 years old. At that
time, Miller explained, he was
afflicted with boils, much as Job
was afflicted in the Bible. He
made contact with a woman
healer who cured all but two of
the boils. She held seances which
he later attended, creating hls
interest in spiritualism.

In 1929 Miller attended a
church in Milwaukee that
practiced spiritualism. He said he
had several questions, and in
1931, he undertook a six-month
study of spiritualism, “to leam
all I could about it,” he said.

Miller says that spiritualism
believes in man as & triune being
— that is, body, soul, and spirit.
He says that he has been in
contact with spirits on many
oceasions, and they have helped
him with his work.

What is a spirit like? Miller
says that spirits are like living
people, with individual
perscnalities. They have to be
told what you jwould like them
to do. Sopmetimes they
cooperate, somletimes they do
not.

Although the Pratt Institute
is now located in Milwaukee, it
was born in the City of
Whitewater before the turn of
the century. The site of the Pratt
Institute was the comer of
Fremont and Center where the
Wisconsin Telephone Company
is now located

Miller told his audience that
there were no ‘‘underground”
meetings held among the
followers of spiritualism in
Whitewater. He said the
underground railroad, which
utilized earthen tunnels to move
runaway slav , went out of
existence about 30 years before
the birth of the Pratt Institute.

All records prior to 1934
were lost, Miller explained, but

careiul  researcn  irom piior
publications has “come up with
a fairly accurate history of the
Pratt Institute.”

The Pratt Institute began
after a Mrs. Hayes in Waterloo
had a “vision™ and told Morris
Pratt to buy some land up north,
which he did. The land
eventually bloomed into a rich
mining area, and Pratt became a
wealthy man. He had promised
thal a portion of his wealth
would go toward the study of
spiritualism, and in 1889 the
Institute was born. It operated
in Whitewater until 1932 when
it suffered from financial
problems.

(A history of the Pratt
Institute in Whitewater was
printed in the June 15, 1972,
issue of the Whitewater
Register.)

More information on the
Morris Pratt Institute
Association reveals that citizen
Pratt, guided by direction which
came to him from invisible
inteiligence, as he belleved,
accumulated a small fortune,
and as a memento of his
gratitude he erected the institute
building. He deeded the building
to seven well-known spiritualists
as trustees of the property.

The constitution of the
institute states if the institute is
ever used for private ends or if
the trustees act for the glory and
honor of any individual jnstead
of for the highest welfare of the
school, they will deserve and will
receive the censure of the arisen
founder as well as
every true man or woman. A list
of rules includes the following:
No student, nor person in the
employ of the Association who
habitually visits saloons,
gambling places, or houses of ill
repute, or is guilty otherwise of
disorderly conduct, shall not be
allowed to remain in the school
nor the school building.

Tuition per year was $50.
Rooms per week were from
$1.25 to $2 with table board in
the ©building per week an
additional $2.25,
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Every semester*the
UW-Whitewater campus awakens
to tales of witches, ghosts and
the lile beyond. £

There s talk of seances aud
communication with those who
have died. There are inevitably
plans formed to search the local
cemeteries after dark for that
elusive folk hero, Mary Worth, .

While new students become
wide-eyed over the prospect of
uncovering something Trom “the
beyond,” locel residents become
amused. They've seen end heard
the samething for years.

But not everything connected
with the semiannual
phenomenon Is fiction. There
were, indeed, seances in
Whitewater. People tried with all

* they had to communicate with
the dead. And the seances
weren't done In jest. They were
based on the most extensive
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Pratt, a spiritualist, became’

wealthy after supposedly being
fold by another sphrtualist
where to Invest his money. Pratt

-designed his building as a temple

and a school for spiritualism,
and It became known as the
Pratt Institute,

The bullding was razed in
1861. It stood on the comer of
Fremont and Center 'where the
phone company Is now located.

The Institute was =z
community fascination for many
vears until it wasforced to close
durlng the Depression. [ia
*Services” were actually listed in
the Whitewater Register under
“church notces.” On Sundsay
evenings people would flockto
the temple {often called
. “Spook’s Temple) to wilness
" special seances and lectures by
famous splritualists.

The belief that peocle cown

scientific tesearch avallable at. communicate with the dead

the time. Summoning someone

apparently started with a

from the next Jife: was-sarlous. £ mysterious Incident In the state

very serious. RO,

““of -New York in 1848, Two

The tale of the seances begins - young gils heard mysterious

back in 1889 when a weslthy
68-year-old -man by the name of
Morris Pratt erected a majestie
building in Whitewater,

raps In their room, and
eventually developed a code of
communlcation, &
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During the Depression years
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the Pntt Inshtute suffered from
endowment losses, and students
from the school were unable to
find jobs in Whitewater.

The school dosed for three
years and reopened in 1935. It
finally died a short time late. By
1946 the temple was sold and a
pew Morris Pratt Instiute was
built in Milwackee.

Seances no jonger take place
in Whitewater. Stil, students
search high and low for some
clue to mysterious happenings,
only to create more frustration
for themselves and those who
will come to Whitewater after
them,

The “Ghost of Mary Worth”
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ris another example of a rumor

that can’t be traced to its
beginning. To the best of
anyoue's lkmowledge today no
such person ever existed In
Whitewater.

The other subject which
draws a lol of atiention every
semester is the *“underground
tunnel.,” Students believe that
there is a nelwork of tunnels
running throughout the 'city
where strange people and
happenings can be uncovered.

Actually, the word
undergroud has been grestly

o .q_ﬁﬁ-'t

“dave tunnd" ku(e: to the
system of Thelping “slaves to
escape from thelr Southem
owners during the Civil War. One
bouse in the city, for example
actually harbored slaves in its
basement. They didnt get
through a tunnel, however.
They hid in wagons .and slept
there during the night on their
way to Canada.

The famous Hamilton House
on Street reporiedly has
tunnels, but the existence of
those tunnels ‘s questionable
Someone who lived In there in

confused The term previous years said the “tunnels”
“underground tunnel” and were actually-fruit cellars,
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“and migrated"| to- Wntewater with two brothers;
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Whitewater was once ~rferred e (s the "Mee-
a of Modem Spiritualism” and it held the
wnrid's only splrigu:zi college
Tt al) started in 1888, swhen Morris Prate built
« 50,000 house at 300 Center Se. This was the
most expensive building in the ity at that time.
t was 48 fect wide, 85 fect long and contained
two large auditoriums, one of which couid hoid a
capacity of 400 people.
Skeptics of spiriuzlisn  -rferved to  the
bisiding as “Praw’s Folly” whiie 1 was being
huile

Pratt was born in Madison NY,

Zounty,

in 18407 They began farmmg in'Lima- townslnp. -
Dv 1856. they were:thée most successful plonccxs o
n carly® Wh:tcwatcr pay)ngu$12 000 in pmpcrfy
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" Pratt first'became interestedin sp:r1tu1hsm

when he visited a Lakq Ml]ls ;pxntual ccnter.
There mn 1884 he mcr_Mary I-I't}cs. Hayes + was ai
sclf-_proclalmcd faith, hcalcr'and~Pratt was' soon
found attending, rcgu.lar,mccuﬁgs with'her. > © g
Under Hayes' advicd Prateinvested $4, DOD‘Intoc'
land, and Iat_cr' sold"it for a profit. *The he ines B
vested in. stock for the Ashland Mine-in Iron-
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conege locatad i in Whitewater.

. .wood M.u':h He became very nich with the
< ~*Yiscovery of a high grade ore and soon became
\known as¢ a stmart busmeszm n.

Pratt built the spirttual ollege in Whitcwater '
“with his new-found weal*h. He developed iz on -
"o the Basis that persons who possessed psychic -
a0 ~ powers“should be given the opportunuty to im*-
prove these powers, whil~ cultivating mental and

*Tmioral powers. -
"= % "The college was popuiar as a mediumcenter.  +
-~ VsStudents worked on their bility to communicate «
“with the spirit wor . and scances were held

regularly. ) i

OTHER STUDIES

The third fleor of the building was use
- mainly for the seances. For years curious peopl
and reporters were not allowed up there. It wa
]atcr known ttat cverythin  on that {loor was
wh:r.c.

- In 1502, Moses Hull. a famous spirituzlise,

“came to séc “Pratt’s Folly.” He took rcsldcncc in
- ‘another housc in town and- travcled about
“makin moncy{ theschon.

t was Hull who mau;'urarcd the building as

h  Prawu Institu ~ - the first . pi 1 ualism college
. in the world. rle du bed Whitewater the "Meeea

of Modern Spiriiualism.”

Prate died in December 1902, He left (ht in-
stitute to seven spmrua]ut.-. who carried on hi
7work for 32 more years:

The . institutc suffered endowment “losses 'in
*“1ov ., 1980 and the depression’left students jobless. It
- was forced to close for thrce years, and re-

‘opened in 1935 only to die a short time later.

3 . The! building - was -sold -in »1946 -and used
B ¥ spannglv as a Test home for. tetited spiritualists

“y . Laterit was uscd as at dorm.for thc old Wnconsxn
. State Tcachcrs Cullcgc. = '
vt .;-In 1961 ‘the: bullfiiﬁ'g‘ivns"tom dawn and the
- W:scdnsm Tclcphonc Conipany rcplaccd .-
R It. isl.not: known' howsmuch’ comm‘umcanon.
with' the- spmr.- world ‘was ‘doncdtherc vut the
lcgcnd,still lives and Mofris Prattr Ehcfoundcr, is
buried in a local cemetery'to prove his existence.
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+éluded grammar,literature, psychology*hl.story. .‘,. 5
mv.]bg'lc -philosophy,speech and 'religion. .7
LifingigBetween 1910 ‘and' 1915 the enrollment of I:hd“
n .;.tgdgﬂ;rhody wazs as high as 45. Tuition was qBO
e af-r_ycar. The! bmld:ng could at:commodate 50 .,
B Bco 1€ 2nd. renc ‘was Only $1.50-82 a- wcck' for:
smglc room'to'$2:§3a week fora double room.
hc..—commumty facted neganvcly!toward ‘Chis, 3
éinf cducatmn?sdnd. taxed the collcgc hcziv:lyr
lri e bcgmmug’iBtIt.hs fyears weni: -6m; tensions..: 3
I:Zl ﬂ?oﬁn{ﬁﬁd\m}noslmse:m:d‘w ansc..,Pcoplc‘-“.i: o
'ch?:;'fﬁ 'scd ﬂ:c’iscance.s‘and lcctures on-, Sunday" 2
and-—scrmces‘Were pnntcd in’ the W’lmewatcr
,l\eg'mtcr under “church notices.'

r

s

P Ll"-,

’u-_v

.

- 1
~r

t ;

e vt

P
W

+ o+



wcll. Class at-
s, but it is the
tsitle activities
first-hand in-
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[firing views,
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udents do not
L W3, May
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se ol geting a
o a job is the
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>enators voice
opposing view

" Ta the Editar

You seem o feel that requiring
erganmizations  which  receive
sepregated fee money lo play an ac-
tive role i Student Gavernment
Assaciation s a poor idea.

SGA has the “primary respon.
sibility for the formulation and
review pf policies concerning
student life, services and interesia”
aceording to Wisecosmin  statules
W % sectwrn 5, ¢ mp nly reflieeed
to as merger amplementat on. This
statule poes on to slate studests
“have Lthe responsilmlity for the
diposition of those studentl fees
which constitute substantial sup
port for campus activities,”

It would appear that SGA s
responsible for sludent activilies
and f{or distributing money for
studenl aclivities, It is only rational
that studenl activities, especially
Lhose receiving segregaled [ees,
should play an active part in SGA.

You obviously dida't do your
hamewark or you would realize that
the Assembly has Lhe snme power
as the senate, excepl in the area of
sepregated fees The Assembly, for
reasons which should be clear Lo
¢ ervone dossn’l have any respon-

remstar

- AV H el

sihilily in the area of segregated
fees
Many SGA administralions have
attempted lo revitalize the Assem-
bly, which hasn't been large since
the early 1970°s. It has linally been
decided that mandatory represen-
tation is the answer. You claim it
isn't, bul give no alternative. You
don't even send a representative.
Mary 8§ Amlerson
Student Senator

X
Spiritualism

not dead,

just moved

To the Editor:

The Hoyal Purple recenlly carried
an excellent story by Debbie
E_lyggn;enl.ltled “Spiritual o cge

ocaled in Whitewaler.” It traced
the history of the Morris Pratt In-
stitule at the site of the present
telephone office building, but then
unfortunately implied that it had
gone out of existence. It is only lair
that this impression should bhe
corrected.

From Whitewater the Morris
Pratt Institule moved lo the
Milwaukee area and crected s
present headquarlers at 11811

ed?

an animal instcad of the human being that he is,

The voluntary recruitment pracedure has pressured the
four branches to ofler increased wages and fringe benefits,
along with an increased quality and diversity of education
All of this is being done so as 1o attract the maximum num

ber of enhsices

Ilowever, as it is now, there are lower

educated nales within all four branches, but this 1s no fauh
of theirs, instead 1t 1s that of a society which offers ltle
room for 1 1em outside the anmned forces. With the qualny of
life within the services increasing, there will be a closer cross-
sectional aj proximation of the papulation as a whole.

4

T H Her oo Yol U Ve i

Watertown Plank  Rosd in
Wnuwatosa It s the Fdueational
Bureau of the National Association
of Spiritualist Churches, and its
correspondence courses are used
nationwide for the training of
spiritualist riinisters. It also olfers

residence courses during the sum-
mer.

Il be glad to provide additional
miormation on current Spirituahat
artivities an Wisconsin Lo anyone
wh 1nterested.

Everett L. Refinr
Prolessor of Fconnmies

Holzem urges
Assembly

attendance

To the Editor:

1 do not feel that Student Govern-
ment's bill requiring Lhe attendance
atl Assembly meelings of all groups
wishing to receive Segregated Fees
will bring uninterested people into
Lthe Assembly.

Fivery atwlent organizalion on
this campus must have at leasl one
member interealed in the aflawrs of
SGA If an organizalion hay no ane
mterested 1o thie university s afl-
[urs, then why sha d they receive
m ney from the umversity?

I'm sure thal most of students nn
this campus de nol wanl Lherr
noney panl to nrgamizations that do
not care enough ehoul the vniver
sity to spend just one hour a week at
a Student Gavernment meeting

Yours truly,
Warren Holzem
Drumlin Complex Senator

Reader urges
students to have
open minds

To the Editor:

I witnessed a remarkable oc
curence last Thursday durwng th
coflerhouse  ['ve actunlly neve
seen anylhing hike it 1n years at thi
huminne and enhghtened haven o
mgher education. During Barn
Drake’s show 1 glanced oul lowart
the halli and saw i{wa prople o
sunilar aex relaxing i a rathel
casual embrace just bheyond the
glass doors, Two women with theis
arms around each other 1 felt ltke
jumping up and checring them for
their guls—for showing thewr af
fection, right in the Unian. [n public

[ nfortunately, severnl people ic
the audience seemed nol onl)
shocked, but mesmerized by the
sight of this couple straying beyond
the usual close ennfines. A table ot
aemi jocks near me were sent into
sbsolute hysteries by Lthe "strange”
sight,

One of my lirst reactions was
hoping the women gol out of the
bullding fast and safely This in-
eident was & shock lo me too-—1
reahzed from watching the reac-
tions of people around me—how
large and immediate the threat 11 lo
prople who choose to love somenne
whose body 13 more ke their nwn
than not In Whitewater it s ok to go
down lo the bars to get lal or
¢ ked up as long as s

heternsexual’ as the saving goes,
I on the other hand, | am a wiman
whn wanls to walk around on cam-
pus with my arm aro vl my
gpirliriend, freaked-out st dents
wo d bhe having fils or st leasl
falling all over Lhemselves lo get o
good look. Come on people, crack
your minds open while you're here
“getting educated.”

Name witheld upon request.

Member  the
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DRACULA RETURNS—-This Dracvla, novermg over
whitewater ceme’ery, 1s reatly Sam Siciliano, former
Jniversily of Wisconsin-Whilewaler graduale studenl
wow living In Maaison. Sicilfano has writlen a Dracula
yovel and |s looking lor a publisher, says Dale Reich of
JW-Whitewaler Reich 1ook 1his pholo and wrole the ac
-ompanying news lory,

COUNTY WEEK=Tu esd:p clober 0. 1979

ey

WHITEWATER—If you
stand in Oak Grove Ceme
fery on Halloween, you
might be able 1o caich a
glimpse of them

They irek soltly among
the cold gray markers,
while the chilly Oclober
wind rusties the [allen
leaves and the branches of
fhe glant oak frees creak
ominously overhead

They're shadowy cre

‘atures, stealthy and mys

jerious |1 seems f111ing that
they woutd appear on Hallo
ween

Are they ghosis? No,
they're sludents from the
University of Wwisconsin
Whitewaler, oul locking for
the remnanis ol this cily's
elusive and fascinaling
past.

Each year, pariicularty
around Halloween, dozens
of Whitewater students jurn
into ghost hunters and in-
vestigalive reporters,
taking to the sireels and al-
leyways In search ol some-
thing to substantiale the
mysterious rumors 1hal
have come their way. They

- look high and low, inler

viewlng anyone who might

have a clue. They lLierally.

leave no slone unlurned.

{t1 should be noled that
visitls 1o any Whilewater

Yhitewater, Wis,- History- Buildings
(Morris Pratt Inatitute’

cemetery on Halloween are
generaily conslidered
“prowling’* by the local

‘police, subject fo an appro-

priate line.}

whal are these ambltious
studenis looking for? Spe-
cifically, they wonder
whether or nol Whitewaler
was ever the sije of a devil-
worshipping cull, ' or it
secret meellngs are ever
held by groups of shadowy
beings, living or dead. They
also want fo know If some
secret power s |[urking
about, ready lo deal out
punishment jo thosg who get
too close 1o lne,"seq[e’ HE

Rumors bring 'he campus
alive each year, and pg one
seems fo know where |hey
begin. Some rumors are far-
feiched, butl fascipating
nevertheless.- They're ‘nol
the kind of stories you like
to hear about when you‘re
sitting in an upstairs bed-
room with a Iree branch
knocking against your
window, ’ !

One says that [he ghost ol
a person named . “Mary
Worlh'* lurks abou| af night.
Some say she carrjes an ax.

Another says a mysteri
ous cull meels regufarly in
whitewaler, usually under-
ground, and usually when
the moon isfull. -

5titl another says thaj stu-

Lept,

dents who seek information
on the city’s myslerious his-
fory risk life and limb 1o get
their inlormation. Some stu
dents, It is said, have been
forced 1o teave schoo) or
have gone insane alier gel-
ting *"too clase’’ 1o whalever
It Is they were seeking.

Prool of these sirange
happenings has been in ex-
tremely short supply. But
with julcy rumaors like these
10 investigale, who cares
aboul facts.

In all tairness, Whilewa
ler does have a history thal
is unusuatl, It not mysteri-
ous. Al one time the city
was called Ihe '*Cenler ol
Spiritvalism,’” when people
atl the Morris Pratt Institute
«were trying their hardest 1o
communicale wihih
dead. **Spooks Temple,"” as
it was wunalfectionately
called. existed from 1887
until 1941, when i1 was torn
down to make way lor the
telephone company.

Whitewater also had a bi?
ol the famous underground
railroad during 1he anti-
stave days a cenlury aga.
Staves slopped here during
the day to hide lrom the au-
thorities, and conlinued
their journey toward
Canada afler dark.

Thal's hardly mysterious,
but a lot of studenls appar-

Historlcal ram,

(do not file in V,F,} @“
/
ter sfuden ts ‘dig' for mystery stories

me'pal. The sludents, howewvns

Lotriecrlol

ently have laken the wore
“underground’’ 100 lilvral
ly. They envision tunncl
running underground lron
house to house, the perlec
selup lor a secre! cult.
wWilches and devil worsh)
are also a part ol the conlu
nuing rumaors, bul tinding .
way lo explain them is eve:
more dilticult. Local histo
rians say they knaw ol n
evidence or records whic
indicate the exislence 0
gilher witches or a cull i
Whitewaler. The only (hin

-close 1o evidence, they say

are lhe rumors that com
from the campus each ycar

*The studen!s who dels
into the cily's “‘myslerous
pas! oflen run into roaa
locks. City resioents say tr
problem is a lack of mater

claim in many inslunc
tnat the cily is “‘coversr
up’’ ils dark pasi. They su
pect! thal somewhere. pe
haps in a dusly old closct
the library. i1he who
wicked story Sils u
touched. Librarians, in pa
ticular, deny Yhose claim
They also getl lired of.a
swering the same queshio
evVery year.

But 1he queshons w
probably conhinue As lor
as there’s a rumaor, studen
in Whilewater will assun
there’s also 3 myslery 10t
solved.
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By DAVID WILLIE
Special to The State Journsl

WHITEWATER—An interest-
ing chapler 1n Wisconsin history
15 the story of Whitewater’s old
Pratt Institute, where for three
decades spintualism and more
conventional learning existed
side by side.

Founded m 1902 by Morris
Pratt, an untutored laborer, the
wstitution closed down in 1932
because o a shortage of both
students and funds.

MIGRATING te Whitewater
from New York stale in the
1850°s, Pratt became a member
of a colony of spiritualists here
that soon refined the art of the
supernatural.

The reputation of the White-
water colony was enchanced by
lectures and frequent seances,
and during one of {he sessions,
Pratt vowed he would devote a
large portion of his wealth to
spiritualism if he should be-
come rich.

Lured by  offer, a local

I

seeress—so the story goes—iold
Pratt to invest lus maney in wil-
derness lands of Northern Wis-
consin and Upper Michigan.

PRATT'S $4,000 investment
paid off about five years later
when the nich Gogelie iron
range was discovered.

Not going back on his word,
Pratt built an imposing three-
story structure in 1888 to serv
as headquarters for seances and
spiritualishic services.

Later, just before his death,
Pratt founded the institute and
moved traditional disciplines
like history, composition, and
math into the house along wilh
spirualistic subjects such as
psychic research and spiritual-
ism of the Bible.

The academy’s fiancial sup-
port came from a $65,000 en-
dowment fund, and students
paid $50 per year tuition and
smail room rentais.

NO ENTRANCE exammation
was required, but students had
o be at least 15 years old and

€

of *sound moral character "

The school’s faculty was re-
spected in educational cireles of
the time as an educated, honest,
and dedicated group of profes-
stonals, and the students repre-
sented every part of the coun-
try, even though total enrolment
was never large. In 1916, for ex-
ample, there were only 26 stu-
dents, with just four graduating.

Like something straight out of
a Poe short story, the school
bwlding was set back from the
street in a grove of elms.

Inside, a painting of a woman,
who was said to have come
back from the dead just fo 1t
for the artist, hung on one wal,
and on another was a memorial
te Hydesvills, N.Y., where in
1848 spiritualisls claimed to
have made direct contact with
the dead.

BUT THE MOST impressive
room in the house was the se-
ance chamber, where every-
thing—carpet, furniture, and
decorations — was white.

One of the more inieresting

mory

tales about the academy was
the disappearance for two days

of Clarence Darrow, the great
trial lawyer, who had spoken at
Whitewater Teachers® College
{now UW-Whitewater).

Official bewildrement wa
cleared up some time later
when it was learned that Dar-
row had spent the time mspect-
g the institute. He announced
he was *‘unconvinced, but mys-
tified '

WHITEWATER residents
called the institute “Pratt’s
Folly” and students at the
teachers college called it the
“spook house,” hut both fown
and gown were intrigued by the
seances and lectures by leading
scholars of spiritualism.

After the academy closed in
1932, the land and buildings
were Ssold. And the property
that once used to communicate
with the dead is now used for
communication with the hving,

The Whitewater office of the
Wisconsin Telephone Co now
accupies the site,
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Haunted history tales surround ¥
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Whitewater during spook month

By Beth Zelse
of the Royal Purple

“‘It's close to midnight and something
evil's Jurking in the dark/ Under the moon-
light you see a sight that almost stops your
heart/ You try to scream but terror takes the
sound before you make it/ You try to lreeze
as horror looks you right between the eyes,
you'ra paralyzed..."-from “Thriller,” writtan
by Rod Temperton, performed by Michael
Jackson.

Sorry, Michael, but even “Thriller” is no
match for the {rightening rumors that circu-
late around Whitewater in October. To
some overly imaginative persons, White-
water's history may very wall have given
rise to the careers of Edgar Allan Pos, Rod
Serling and Stephen King. Although a great
deal of the stories are nothing mora than
folklora, there are actually some truths 1o
the “Haunted History® of Whitewater.

Unfortunately, the more unbeligvable the
story, the more likely it will persist. Twa
popular lales maintain that the ghost of
Albert Salisbury haunts Salisbury Hall and
that the axe-toting ghost of Mary Worth
lurks about local cemeteries on Halloween
in search of new victims.

Triba) legends tell of the sacred Indian
grounds that supposedly provide a channel
between the living and the dead. Whether
this channel does exist has yet to be
proved, however, an elaborate display of
Indian mounds can be found on Whitewa-
ter's far west side.

Many myths involve the *Triangle of
Comataries.” Whitewater's three cameta-
rias, Calvary, Oak Grove, and Hillside
happen to be arranged in the shape of an
isosceles triangle that allagedly has some
connection to witchcralt or satanism. Due

o th% it's proximity to the triangle, the field

upon which Wells Hall now stands is
rumorad o have once been the gathering
place of the various cults and covens.
*Baliovers" are supossadly buried vertically
surrounding a secret altar within Oak Grove
Cemetery. .

Virtually everything within or adjoining
the triangle has tha potential to become a
new link in the growing chain of local folk-
lore. The old, fenced-in watertowerin Starin
Park is no exception. The barbed wire atop
the fence i¥MMtad inward, towards the tower,
with hopes that it will keep evil spirits in and
mortais out. Thinking logically, why would
spirits flock 1o a watertower, and coqlgl
barbed wire conceivably prevent a spirit
from leaving?

Every yearthe Whitewater Public Library
is flooded by amateur detectives in search
of the elusive cache of books that reveal the
ghastly, unedited truths of Whitewater's
past, Howaver, librarians insist that no such
collection exists and refer the curious to &
box of clippings, mostly from Royal Purple
articles, that tand to blow the past out of
propartion.

Many of the spooky legends ware most
likely sparked by the establishment of lhe
world's first school of spiritualism in White-
water, at one time located whare the
accounting office of Garald Murray now
stands. In 1889, Morris Pratt completed the
Pratt Institute with hopes of spreading the
practica and understanding of communica-
tion with the spirit world. Akhough drawing
sizable crowds to it's lectures and Sunday
night seances, the school closed it's doors
for good in 1961 and founded new head-
quartars in Milwaukes.

in more recent timas, Whitewater has
stili been plagued with sometimes unex-
plainable occurances. For a period of about

a year, the Ku Kiux Klan was quite active in
Whitewatar, However, the Klan disbandad
in Aprit 1925 when a high ranking membeyr,
A.J. Gilbartson, was found dead on the
lawn of the Mathodist Church. His cause of
death was greatly disputed-some believ-
ing he was murderad, others believing in
nalural, or suparnatural causes.

On November 1, 1970, a coffin of alittle
girl was exhumed from Hillside Cematery,
openad and placed on the campus mall.
Beliaved to have been a sick Hallowesn
prank, lights had been spotted near saveral
grave sites the night belore by fisharmen,
howavar, there wera no witnesses o tha
incident and no suspects wera ever
apprehended.

Perhaps tha strangest of recent mysteri-
ous avents occured in 1981 at tha Alpha
Sigma House. Just as mambers of the
sorority had sal down for supper, noisas
could be heard coming from the basement.
Upon inspection, bricks were found strewn
across the floor, revealing a pravicusly
unknown tunnel entrance. The discovery of
that tunnel reinforces the belief that an
elaborate system of passageways connact
many of Whitewater's older homes. The
system's purpose is contoversial. Some
claim the tunnels ware a part of the under-
ground railroad, while others believe the
tunnels wera nothing mora than root
cellars.

Much of Whitewatars past is aither
undocumented or extremaly vagua. Hope-
fully next year with the release of a video
entitled “The Myslerias of Whitewater,”
baing put together by Planets owner Janet
Gray, the masses will finally know whether
the history of Whitewater merits inclusion
into Time/Life books “Mystic Places” or into
the National Enquirar. Happy Halloween,
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TRIANGLE OF CEMETERIES—Many myths involve Whitewater's three cemeteries, Calvary, Oak
Grove, and Hillside, which happen to be arranged in an isosceles triangle that allegedly has some

connection to wilchcraft or satanism.
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Witches, spirits

By Elizabeth Bloom
of the Royal Purple

The rumors persist.

Despite regular explanations and evidence to the contrary, rumors of ghosts and
witches in Whitewater stifl remain.

Tales of dark ceremhonies, haunted buildings and vast underground systems are
Passed down to students from one year to the next. A natural fascination with the
unknown makes such stories difficult to resist. :

Unfortunately, when ‘examined for facts these rumors often become as in-
substantial as the spirits and powers they describe. '

The tales of tunnels connecting houses around the town, for example, don't
stand up well under closer examination.

True, Whitewater was an important stop on the Underground Railroad, an
cscape route slaves followed when flecing north. But the Railroad was "un-
derground” only in the sense that it was illegal and therefore kept secret.,

Also true is that some of the older houses in Whitewater had tunnels connecting
them to neighboring houses, Worries of Indian attack — this was rough country on-
ce — carly residents probably built these tunnels as a way to flee in the event of such
an attack.

The tunnels, however, connected closely neighboring houses only and were far
from the extensive network described.

Other “tunnels" were probably root cellars, common in houses before
refrigeration was available for storing food.

In any case, stories of secret meetings using these tunnels as passageway just don't
seem possible.

Other popular campus rumors are those of ghosts which haunt the town, One
rumor claims the ghost of Albert Salisbury prowls Salisbury Hall. Maybe to catch
student journalists napping?

Another tells of the ghost of Mary Worth, a relativel y famous spirit who has been
traced back to Whitewater time and time again. Mary can be a rather vicious
character, sometimes described as carrying an ax.

One of the more curious notions offered is the barbed wire surrounding the

Watertower in Starin Park turns inward to keep spirits in, rather than people out.

The obvious question is: How is barbed wire supposed to keep a spirit in? o
Though these rumors are eagerly related, none who describe the ghoats, either in

phint or speech, seem to have seen the ghosts themselves, Facts remain as hard to
Brasp as the subject they tell of.

Perhaps the most common and persistart rumors are of the Witches of
Whitewater. Descriptions of errie ceremonies held under full-moon have led some

.
—
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to compare Whitewater to the legendary Salem. The currents are right for we.
cheraft here, they say. i

The truth of this is hard for anyone but a witch to say, but rumors of witches r,
Whitewater do have a grain of fact to them. Therb was once an institution for tli

study of Spiritualism here, the only one of its kind i4 the country,
In the early 1880’s a pioneer; Morris Pratt; purchased sections of seemingly wo

The. Institute operated in Whitewater for almost 45 years, At the height of its
'peration the school boasted 45 students and six teachers, housed in the building it-

scl.f.-ln 1932 the Depression forced the school to close. It later re-opened in
Milwaukee, and still exists there today.

This, however, is the only tangible evidence of any type of witch in Whitewater.
thless land in Upper Michigan on the advice of a Incal medium. In return for th Another possible source is the Ku Klux Klan, which had an extensive operation

insight, Pratt vowed to donate a large part of any potential wealth to th] in Whitewater during the 1920's. The Klan’s white robes and night ceremonies
Spiritualist movement. Three years later high-gride iron ore was found on th! ! could casily have provided a misinterpreted witches’ council.
property. Pratt's fortune was made and the Morris Pratt Institute was born, !, The rumors of ghosts and witches in Whitewater will probably continue in spite

Dubbed “Pratt's Folly" and *The Spook's House” by the town, the institut‘[ of sccp{,i e al:' d co.ntr:zry evidence. The unknown tempts speculation, and it is
evoked contrasting responses. Viewed with a mixture of suspicion and’ curiosity, th ca;{:‘;f : oi;?f :ﬂt;l: n Dtu c(:no:':pmts ;::rzp;:zk:;c first
school drew good crowds at their lectutes and weekly Sunday night seances. 1 ) geise. y yyout )

One popular rumor was of a room on the third floor of the building which wai!! - —
supposedly used for seances. The room was said to have been done entirely in white

Mediums clothed in white were the only persons allowed 10 enter, so the sanciits
of the room was preserved.
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WHITEWATER
BECAME
CENTER OF
SPIRITUALISM
WITH PRATT
INSTITUTE

Known during its years as the *“spooks’
temple,” the Pratt Institute soon earned
the respect of local citizens and eventually

gained national fame after it was
constructed by Morris Pratt in 1889, For
those interested in spiritualism all over
America Whitewater became known as the
“Mecca of Modern Spiritualism.” The
temple was located on the land now
occupied by the Telephone Company in
Whitewater, It was razed in 1961.

t was in 1961 that a three story, white brick home was

torn down at 300 Center Street, but the memory of
“Pratt’s folly * is still very much alive in Whitewater.

It was in 1889 that 69-year-old Morris Pratt, a wealthy
Whitewater citizen, built what was then the most expensive
home in the city. The large building was assessed at a value
of $30,000 and was some 48 feet wide, 85 feet long, and
contained two large auditorium halls one of which seated
nearly 400 people. Pratt designed the building as a temple
and a school for Spiritualism, and it was dedicated in 1889,

In 1802 the building became the Pratt Institute, the first
Spiritualist school in the world. At that time, Pratt deeded
the building and land to seven known and reliable
Spiritualists, who were Lo act as trustees of the property. It
was nol until about 1938 that the Institute [ailed
financially and was forced to close its doors for the last
time.

13



. Pratt, one of the early pioneers in Whitewater, amassed a
great deal of wealth and credited his success to “invisible
intelligences.” And his fortune in making wise investments
was indeed nothing short of amazing.

Pratt was born in Madison County, New York, and
migrated to Whitewater with his two brothers in 1840. The
three Pratts immediately began to clear land for farming in
Lima Township. By 1856, the frugal and hardworking Pratt
was paying tax on more than $12,000 worth of property,
and was one of the most successful of the early Whitewater
area pioneers.

“His fortune in making wise
invesimenis was indeed
notbing shori of amazing.”

Pratt visited the Lake Mills spiritualist center in 1851
and was soon converted to the unorthodox religion of
Spiritualism. Pratt was fairly well educated and frequently
argued during church services with ministers who criticized
Spiritualism, and on several occasions was evicted from the
church. Pratt was even fined once for his controversial
actions.

In 1884 Pratt met another New York native, Mrs. Mary
Hayes, and began to attend Spiritualist meetings with the
self-prociaimed faith healer and prophet. She advised Pratt
to invest in 2 company which eventually became the highly
profitable Ashland Mine of Ironwood, Michigan. From this
venture Pratt gathered a fabulous amount of money, and
shortly thereafter the Pratt Institute became a reality. Pratt
had earlier said that *“If I am made rich, I will give part of it
for Spiritualism.” In 1889 he fulfilled his promise.

Pratt wished to give his temple-home to the Spiritualists
who developed a national organization by 1893, and
eventually deeded the property that was originally called
“Science Halt.” '

The school was based on the idea that persons who
possessed an inborn ability to commiumnicate with the
Spiritual world should he given an opportunity to develop
that ability. The Institute, according to Pratt, would
provide a place where the students could improve their
psychic powers, and at the same time, cuitivate their mental
and moral powers.

“Pratt’s unorthodox views
drew a negative reaction in
the Whitewater community. 1

Pratt's unorthodox views drew a negative reaction in the
Whitewater community, and Pratt found himsell paying
exorbitant taxes on his building during its early years of
existence. Eventually the residents of the area modified
their views, and services at the three story building were
soon listed under “church notices.” On Sunday evenings
citizens flocked to the Institute to witness special seances
and lectures by nationally famous Spititualists.

The visitors were barred for many years, however, [rom
a room on the third floor that was furnished in white and
had pictures and emblems of Spiritualism on the walls.
When the public was finally permitted to enter they found
“mediums” (persons who communicated with the Spiritual
world) and examples of Spiritual art.

The beliel in communication with spirits, according to a

14

1964 speech by Paul Schmunk here in Whitewater, to 2
meeting of the State Historical Society, began in Hydesville,
New York, in 1848. It was there that two girls, less than 10
years old, developed a code for mysterious raps that had
occurred in their farm home. New York, during that period,
had been the scene of numerous religious revivals, Utopian
societies, and reform movements. Soon thousands of
Spiritualist circles developed, with an estimaced one million
believers,

The establishment of the Spiritualist school in
Whitewater was also closely connected with New York.

The former governor of the Wisconsin territory, N. P.
Tallmadge, was a prominent defender of Spiritualism, and
in 1854 headed a list of 15,000 signers of a Congressional
petition which requested a scientific investigation of
Spiritualism. Pratt was also one of the temitory’s early
Spiritualists.

In 1902, the year that the Morris Pratt Institute was
initiated, Pratt persuaded nationally known Moses Hull and
Andrew Jackson Weaver to come to Whitewater. He gave
Hull a separate house and donated the big white brick
building to Spiritualism, but still retained an apartment in
the Institute for himself and his wife. Hull dedicated
himself to the continuation of Spiritualism, crossing the
country in an attempt to raise enough money to keep the
Whitewater school from closing. Hull constantly spoke of
making Whitewater the *Mecca of Modem Spiritualism.”

Pratt died shortly after deeding his home to the Pratt
Association, and at the time of his death, the Institute was
carrying a $2,200 mortgage.

After the retirement of the 90-year-old Andrew Jackson
Weaver, in 1921, the materialism, the general religious
indifference, and the exciting motion pictures, not to
mention the speakeasies, began to take their toll, according
to Schmunk.

During the Depression years of the 1930's the school
suffered from endowment losses, and students from the
Institute were unable to {ind jobs in Whitewater.

The school closed for three years, reopened in 1935, and
finally died a short time later. By 1946 the temple was
sold, and a new Morris Pratt Institute was built in
Milwaukee.

After the building was sold in 1946 it was used for a rest
home for aged Spiritualists, and later became a girls'
dormitory for the old Wisconsin State Teacher's College.

In 1961 the great temple of Spiritualism was razed and
the land was purchased by the Wisconsin Telephone
Company. The Telephone Company building that serves the
Whitewater area now stands at 300 Center Street.

How much communication, if any, the students
managed to experience between the Spiritual world and
themselves is unknown. We can be certain, however, that
legends surrounding the Pratt Institute will be alive in
Whitewater for many years to come.
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Whitewater had ‘psychic college’

Rumors of ghostly happenings

still float through the town

By Sandra Holpin
WHITEWATER—In the year 1921, on March 6,

the Milwaukee Sentinel ran an unusual cover

story with headlines that read: “Spiril mys-
teries taught in unique Wisconsin school. Only psy-
chic college in world, founded by man led to riches in
irance.”

Again in 1924, the Milwaukee Sentinel ran a feature
story in their Sunday magazine with the headline:
“The strange story of ‘Prait’s Folly' at Whitewater,
the only spiritualist school in the country, and how it
was established by a grateful man who found great
wealth at the direction of unseen hands from the
world beyond.”

Headlines in those days didn’t need to be quite s0
provable, evidently.

But the once-existence of the Pratt Institute in
Whitewater is fact, not legend.

Standing on the property now cccupied by the
Wisconsin Telephone Co. at 300 Center, the infa-
mous Pratt Institute brought national and even
internationsl attention to the modest town of White-
water.

Built in 1898 by Morris Pratt, a 69-year-old White-
water citizen who discovered Spiritualism in his later
years, the Pratt Institute was a testament to archi-
tectural grandiosity for the times.

Costing over $30,000 in those days to build, the
school was deeded to “seven mysterious Spiritual-
ists” (their names have never been accounted for in
any written documentation) for use as a school for
spiritually sensitive (psychic) students.

According to the newspaper clippings from that
era, Pratt believed in education.

And even more telling, he believed that those with
psychic abilities had a strong responsibility to soci-
ety and should be well versed in philosophy, ethics,
as well as literature and history. Praft believed that
true education should lead to making students origi-
nal thinkers.

The five pillars of his philosophy and the founding
principals of the school were: maintenance of the
individuality of each student; freedom of thought
and expression; reason and experience the highest
authority; no discrimination caused by one’s ideas;
avoidance of all sectarian ruts.

There exist no known photographs of the interior
of the Pratt Institute.However, written accounts
describe the mansion’s strange and extravagant
rooms in detail.

The entire third floor, it is written, was decorated
entirely in white. The Spiritualists believed that
white produced a higher energy frequency which the
spirit world needed in order to make connection with
this world.

The stories say that no one was admitted into the
white room unless they were dressed in white them-
selves, and only the “true helievers” were given
gccess. Reporters and skeptics were left outside the

OOr.

The second floor of the massive structure con-
tained an auditorium with seating for up to 400 peo-
ple, all constructed of magnificent woodworking.Se-
ances were reported to be held in this auditorium,
along with lectures and other education events.

Evidently, to the dismay of the town’s clergy in
those days, attendance was high at the weekly
seances held at the Pratt Institute on Sunday nights.

These “shows"” were a favorite date spot for UW-
Whitewater students in those days.

The structure also included dining rooms, recep-
tion hali, classrooms and dormitory facilities for 30
students and was furnished with the latest modern
conveniences: steam heat, electricity and the

l‘y“

(17

. 1M T TUTE, Wi TEWATER S

Photogroph courtesy of Whitewater Librory, from the Fran Achen Collection.

improved Belgian lamps, hot and cold water and
baths.

Pratt himself claimed to have made his financial
fortune with the help of a woman Spiritualist who

recommended that Pratt buy land in northern Michi-
gan. The land had no spparent value at the time and

The entire third floor it is
writlen, was decorated entirely
in while. The Spiritualists
believed that white produced a
higher energy frequency which
the spirit world needed in order
to make connection with this
world.

was quite inexpensive to buy.

Pratt sunk his savings into this land and waite
'The historical accounts vary here. But the most co
servative story line holds that eventually,rich depc
its of ircn ore were discovered on Pratt’s seeming
worthless property, bringing him wealth beyond }
expectations,

In return for the “tip,” Pratt kept a vow he h:
made and built the expensive Pratt Institute
Spiritualism, The school falled during the 1930s
response to the Depression, and the building w
sold in 1946 for use as a rest hotme for aging Spiritu:
ists. Later it was converted to a girls dormitory 1
the old Wisconsin State Teachers Coliege.

In 1961, the old mansion was finally razed and tl
land sold to the telephone company.

Though little tangible evidence of the Pratt Insi
tute remains, it's brief part in the history of Whitew
ter has yet to be diminished as rumors of ghost
happenings still float through the town.
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The Morris Pratt Institute in the late 1940's when it served as a girls dormitory.
(on the corner of Center and Rremont streets)

riginal postcard in the University Archives)
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Firsr Spiritualist schoo borri he €

!second of a two-part serics)
KATIE KUHN
Feature Editor
The Spiritualist movement
began in Wisconsin soon after
the “trend” developed in this
country during the 1840'.

Morris Pratt, an early
Wisconsin emmigrant, was
instrumental in establishing
Spiritualism as a significant
movement in Whitewater,

Pratt was bom in Madison
County, New York, in 1820 and
emmigrated to Wiscensin early
in the 1840’s with his two
brothers. He was one of the first
to settle around the Whitewater
area and soon became one of the
most successful pioneers in the

Pratt denounced many
orthodox religious beliels and
was a1 dedicated follower of

Spiritualism, The early setilers of

Whitewater were bound together
by the common belief in
Spiritualism and soon came to
know the national mediums.
They would invite (these
mediums into their homes and ~
communicate through them with
their departed relatives and
friends.

According to Fred L. Holmes,
author of "“Badger Saints and
Sinners™ {1939), “Lectures and
seances conducted by William
Stainton Moses, the outstanding
leader, gave the Whitewater
colony strength and reputation.”

It was during one of these
séances that Morrs Pratt

declared, “If I am made rich, ]
will give part of it for
Spiritualism.”

Mary Hayes, also a New
Yorker, had migrated to
Madison and was also extremely
interested in the Spiritualist
movement. Some accounts
depict her as a relalive to Pratt,
and others just 2 [riend.

She was, however, the one
responsible for Pratt’s
investment which eventually
made the Morris Pratt Institute
become a reality.

Hayes had been attending the
seances in Whitewater and also
those in Lake Mills under the
direction of Warren Chase. By
this time Chase was publishinga
small weekly newspaper, the,

!
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i

. »

!

SPIRITUAL TELEGRAPH, and
had expressed a desire to begin a
school in the area.

When Hayes heard the vow of
Pratt's, she asked him, “'Do you
intend, if made wealthy, to carry
out your promise?”

He answered in the
afflimative and when she asked
him how much money he had
saved, he declared that his father
had left him $4,000. She then
urged him to invest the money
into the wild lands in- northem
Wijsconsin and Michigan, He did,
and also purchased stock in a
company organized by the sons
of Hayes and awaited results.
The region tumed out to be the
heart of the Gogebic iron range,
which is now the Ashland lron
Mine at Ironwood, Michigan,
Pratt eventually disposed of his
interest to Hayes for a to:al of
$125,000.

In 1888 a white threestory
building was erected at 300
Center St. The building was
originally called “Science Hall”
and was dedicated to the study
of the world which exists
beyond the grave

Morsis Pratt had kep his
promise.

In 1902,
became the

Hall”
Pratt

“Science
Morris

, Institute, under the direction of

Moses Hull. Pratt kept a room in
the Institute in which he and his
wife resid:d, Hull spent tnuch
time teaveling all over the

' country trying Lo raise money to
. keep the Institule 1n operation.

The Morris Pratt Institute was
the first Spiritualist college in
the United States. Its principles

were as follows:

1. Perfect freedom of thought
and expression, so long as
unkind personalities are avoided.
{Eventually rewritien: Freedom
of thought and liberty of
expression, but in no case shall
unkind personalities be indulged
in, nor other systems of religion
or philosophy be
misrepresented, nor immortality
taught, nor encouragement of
disobedience towards the
govermnment! and its laws be
permitted.)

2. Reason and experience the
highest authority. No
discrimination because of one’s
ideas,

3. All narrow and sectarian
ruts carefully avoided.

4. To aim to make all
students original thinkers.

The students at the Institute
were adults from all over the
country. "In the catalog it is
stated, *...This school rejects
nothing because it Is new and
vnpopular; it accepts nothing
because it is old and popular. It
seeks only truth.” -

In addition to offering
courses that nearly all schools
did, the Mormis Pratt Institute
also had courses in “Psychic
Research” (a study of the
relation which exists between
the world and that beyond the
grave): “Comparative Religion™;
“The Struggle of Science with
Theology™; “Higher Criticism,
Evolution and Spjritualism.”

The class in *‘Psychic
Rescarch™ was held in a special
room of pure white. Students
and teachers alike were not
allowed to enter urless goohed in
a colusrless robe,

Pratt dicd shonly afler he
had deeded his home to -the
Pratt Institute, at which time it
carried a §2,200 morigage. The
school suffered during the
depression years and had to
close in 1932, It was reopened in
1935, but only for a short time.
The school was sold in 1946 and
used for a rest home for aged
spiritualists, later becoming a
girl's dorm for the old Wisconsin
State Teacher’s College. A new
Morris Pratt Institute was
opened in Milwaukee.

In 1961, the property at 300
Center St. was sold to the
Wisconsin Telcphone Company.

As for the Spiritualist
movement itsell, the 1880

brought much controversy as to -

the genuineness of the Fox
sisters’ reports of rappings.

There was an adn.s.ion of
trickery made in 1888, but the
following year, a retraction.
Taken from “Notabic American
Women, 1607-1950" is the
foliowing information:

“By 1866 the alcoholism that
was_to haunt both Kate and
Margaret throughout the rest of
their lives — the result, perk.ps,
of the stress of the public life

they could neither comprehend’

nor control was well
established.”

Kate searched for a cure, was
put in a sanatorium and
eventually saited to England at
the expense of a (riend

“Enghish Spimt "t ang
Kate a w on welee @ an ¢
btgan holdeye preves
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ﬂﬂ'ﬁMom’s Pratt Brought Spiritualist School

To Whitewater During

By Clarice Moon
The storv of Morris Pratt, who founded the Spiritualist’s Institute
 f Whitewater reads like a Horatio Alger story peopled with Mistics.
Morris Pratt who was a common laborer with very {ittle
ucation, founded a school of Spirituslism that was the only oae of
kind in the country
He wes born in Eaton, Madison Co., New York, Dec. 13, 1820
Iy in the 18505, he emigrated with some families who believed in
irituslism and they settled near Whitewater. Lectures and seances
re conducted by William Stainton Moees
During & seance at Whitewater in the 80's, Pratt had a vision that
was to devote himself to the spiritualist movement and if he ever
enough money he would establish a school. He was very poor,
t he worked and seved his money.
Mrs. Mary Hayes of Waterloo, was 2 Yocal seeress. During her life
e had practiced spiritualism. She spoke in tongues unknown to
_ She healed the sick by lsying on her hands. She restored those
to a normal condition and did untold miraculous things
t could not be explained.
She advised Morris Pratt to use the four thousand dollars he had
to invest in land on the border of Northern Wisconsin and
chigan with Mrs. Hayes' sons. So he did this. After five years had
ne by, be decided be had made a bad investment. Then he had &
“ to sell his property for many times his investment. Mrs.
yes advised him to sell—which he did.
By 1886, the region turned out to be the heart of the Gobegic
n range. -A discovery of high grade Bessemer ore led to &
lative craze unparalleled in Wisconsin. Mining companies
purished. A money mania swept northern Wisconsin and Michigan.
" ortune seekers became heroes of the hour. Pratt’s dream of riches
d been answered.
Mrs. Hayes and ber sons opened and operated the Ashlend Iron
‘pe &t Ironwood, Mich. Pratt bought stock in the company and
8 large profit from its sale.
With the money, he bought 1and in Whitewater and built the Pratt
Anpstitute. While the three story brick building wes belng built,
tics called it ""Pratt’s Folly™.
The building was '.’inistd in 1888. Fgr_ yeus__it weas used as the

wk Te 1 ¢ Regusler
4, 19¢§

Late 19th Century

meeting place for pubh seances A few months belore Pratts death
he decided transf rm hep pertyin a Spmtualists educationa
institute and lived long enough to see the first class begin its studies.

Morris Pratt died at Whitewater, December 21, 1902 and is buried
in the locs!] cemetery

A deed to the Institute wes left to seven Spirituslists to act as &
board of trustees. :

Between 1910 and 1915, the student body was as high as 45 The
program was extended to include courses in grammar literature,
psychology, history, logic, philosophy of Spirituglism, and religion
as well as B department of speech. The reguldr course was two years.
although meny students returned to take special graduste work.

The building contained sleeping accommodations for 50 students,
. large church auditorium, classrooms, offices, reception rooms,
dining rooms kitchen and laundny

The school was based on the idea that while spiritualists workers
should increase the psychic power which they possess to the highest
degree, they should also cultivate their mental and moral powers.
They should strive to scquire hterary tuste and should become
cultured end refiped

A Spiritua} Church organization hed been formed and public
eervices which teachers and students were expected to attend were
held weekly in the Institute under supervision of the principal.
Second year students who were preparing for 4 public career assist in
conducting services.

The Institute continued until 1932 when & falling off of
enrolments and a loss of a large part of the income from
endowment funds forced the school to close

“There had been strange concern mbout the Institute by other
people. The students of the nearby Btate Teacher's College called it
the “Spook House”. But even so, many of them went to Sunday
-evening seances mostly out of curjosity. ,

The seance room was located on the third floor. It was spotless
with white shades, white chairs, white walipaper. The walls were
adrned with pictures and emblems of Spiritualism. For a time only
those deserving and dressed in white were admitted. But later others
were allowed to attend. : .
many local persons who were present admitted that nothing
pened =t the seances. Others admitied that from the seance
latform of the school, they heard strange voices and they didn’t
ow where they came from.

. After the Institute was cloged, it rémained vacant for 8 number of
Then & Chicago woman opened 8 rest home for elderly people
the bulding. It was run for eight or nine years when the building

e vacant again.

4 In 1061, the site was bought by the Wisconsin Telephune
mpany and the building torn down and & new Telephone Office
ton thembiﬁ‘the only Spiritualist School in Wisconsin.

7

-

Morr® ‘frait Institute
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By NANCY BARTHEL

For years rumors have circulated through
Whitewater that it once was and poisibly still is a
witches' hoven. Some have even called it a second
Salem, Mass. Tiere are those who hunt the local
cemeteries for the spirit of the Jegendary Mary Worth,
Some are even convinced there exists a complex
system of undzrground tunnels that was once used by
witches to mave about the town secretly, °

N proof can be found that Whitewater ever was
or for that matter is anything but g quiet litte
Midwesterm town, dut some local people believe the
Imow kow all the remors got started. .

The souras, they sy, is a spiritualist school and
terple called the Pratt Insdture that existed in
Whitewatar for about 40 vears heginaing in the
1690

Sprritudion is o sect of Christianity that beleves
tl at cpirics of the dead survive as personalities and
ca ¢ wmus jcate with thg living through persons
wilt J nmedivns, Spiritcalists believe that the spirits
can give ¢ vazel on personal and practical affairs, as

UW.-Whitewater's
Alma Mater -

=
7=  The Royal Purple
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well as tell of past and future events.

The institute was founded by Morris Pratt, a
prominent Whitewater citizen. He converted to
spiritualism after a Lake Mills spiritualist gave him
financial advice in 1851 that caused him to make a
small fortune. Fr m that time on he credited his
financial success to the “invisible inteligences,”

In 1889 he decided to build the institute because
he felt it was important that those with the inbom
ability to communicate with the dead develop it. The
institute also stressed the cultural development of its
students,

Dedicated in 1902 it was the first spiritualist
scho | in the w rld. It was located where the
telephone company stands today at 300 Center St It
was three storfes high and could housz about 50
students at a time. The students came from all over
the world to attend. Among those involved in the
spiritualist movement Whitewater became known as
the “Mecca of Modern Spiritualism.”

The townspeople alled it the “Sp ok's Temgle”
end regarded it as something of a curiosity, At first
they were very much against it, pressuring it with
high taxes. Eventually though they realized they nad

#3>

i ewater A Witches H Ven?

nothing to fear and accepted it, The students, who

were generally well regarded, basically kept 1o
\

themselves. '

Each Sunday evening the fnstitute held special
seances, services or lectures that the Jocal people were
welcome to and dttended in great number, Curiously,
they were listed in the newspaper along with the
church announcements, According 1o a local man
who was a boy when the school was open, the
spiritualists amazed the comumunity with the accuracy
of statements concerning persons’ pasts and futures,

In 1938 the school was closed because of financial
problems caused by the Great Depression. What was
feft of the school moved to Milwaukee and
established a new Pratt Institute, For a tme the
school was used as a girl’s dorm for the teacher’s
college. Iri 1961 the building was torn down, °

it appears that oll the talk and rumors sbout
witches and spirits in Whitewater are the result of
some people who believed there was mare to the
“Spook's Temple™ than it was admitted, Jut then
again, one must not forget a famous old saying —
“Things are not always what they appear to be ”
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Whitewater’s Histo V-
A Haunting Tale!

by Craig Dresang

For many years, legends have
saturated the city of Whitewater,
causing people to believe that it
wag and is a witches' haven.

Whitewater has been called a
“Second Salem, Mass.” with
haunting tales of the legendary
Mary Worth who once lived here.
Some local residents are convine-
ed that a complex system of
underground tunnels exists
beneath the city. Many contend
that these tunnels were once us-
ed by witches to move secretly

as passages for the underground
raitroad.

With a natural tendency to
create or add stories about the
supernatural, it becomes difficult
to discern fact from fiction. One
begins to wonder just where
these stories came from in the
first place,

It seems very probable that
many tumors were started after
the Morris Pratt Institute was
established in Whitewater. The
school was established to give
mediums, speakers and others

about the town. Others believe
their only purpose was to serve

who contemplate work in the
broad field of progressive

SGA Presidential

Elections Set

by Craig Dresang

The time is set, the men are ready and the race is on! On
March 13 and 14 students will be able to vote for next year's
Student Government President and Vice President.

Ole Otto and Jim Daily will be running against Keith Murphy
and Tracy Zavarello. Currently, Otto is the president of the Siu-
2ent. Government Association and Murphy is the vice presi-

ent.

Under Otto’s leadership, the University Police Nonemergen-
cy Transport system has been established. He has also attained
approval for the University to install bus-stop shelters - one by
the library, one by Drumlin Hall and another one near Esker
Hall. Assembly membership has grown by 25 percent and it has
been decided that the library will be open 24 hours during ex-
ams,

Otto has been Student Government president and vice presi-
dent. He has been on the board of directors for the University
Center for the past two years. In 1983, Otto was the United
States Student Association Summer Congress-Wisconsin
Delegate, a UW-W Housing-Resident Assistant and a camp
conference assistant.

If elected, what will Otto and Daily be shooting for? First of
all, they will implement a typing service for students that would
cost 50 cents per page. The next idea is to provide students with
a long-distance phone service discount. They would like to
enhance representation to the administration and develop
stronger relations with R.H.F. If students would be interested
in an off-campus shuttle, it would also be implemented,

They would like to provide students with a microwave rental
service and a personal property insurance program.

MURPHY & ZAVARELLO

Keith Murphy, a sophomore, was the student senator for the
Fall of 1983 and the Legislative Affairs Director during the Spr-
ing of 1984.

Murphy and Zavarello would also like Lo see a student in-
surance program put into action, and provide free legal services
for students on a regular basis. They believe that access to a
General Studies syllabus file would enable students to acquire a
better understanding of instructor and course expectations
before class registration. Murphy also feels that more attention
should be paid to those groups that do not practice scund fiscal
policies, and consideration should be given to more fair distribu-
tion of funds.

Another item that Murphy would like to see is the installation
of election polls at the university. He says the Armory is inac-
cessible for handicapped students and inconvenient for people
living on or near the campus.

thought the preparation needed.

In 1902, the building became
the first spiritualist school in the
world, It originated from Morris
Pratt, a citizen of Whitewater.
He accumulated a small fortune,
and as momento of his guidance,
he erected the building in 1888.
Pratt originally built it as a
houss, which was the most ex-
pensive house in the city, valued
at $30,000 in 1889.

The school was based on the
idea that, "‘persons who possess-
ed an inborn ability to com-
municate with the spiritual world
should be given the opportunity
to develop that ability.” It also
had & claimed purpose to,
“enlarge one's knowledge, to
train the thinking powers, to
develop nobility of character, to
elevate the mental and moral
taste, and give finish and com-
pleteness to the work done.”

THE BUILDING

The institute was found in
1902 when Rev. Howell, a
spiritualist minister, came to
Whitewater and together with
Pratt, dedicated the school.

The location was one of the
best in the city. It was located at
the corner of Third and Center
Streets. Papers described the
school as, “‘a large, modern brick
structure, three floors and base-
ment, fronting 60 feet and exten-
ding over 100 feet in depth.”

The third and part of the se-
cond floor were used for dor-
mitories, comprising 20 private
rooms. The second floor also con-
tained a chapel for religious ser-
vices which seated 300 persons.

Offices, classrooms, and recep-
tion and reading rooms compris-
ed the first floor of the building.
The dining area was located in
the basement.

It has been said that no
building in the state of Wiscon-
sin had more attractive fur-
nishings or was more convenient-
ly arranged. It cost $50 a year for
tuition, and rooms went from
$1.50 -$3.00 per week, depending
on the size and requirements of
the room.

Entrance requiremenls were
not strict. There were only two;
one had to be at least 15 years of
age and possess a good moral
character, At times, enrollment
was as high as 45.

HIGHLIGHTS

Indla, Surprising Facts
...See page 4

Male Ego
...see page 6

Spring Break Ritual
...See page 2
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THE MORRIS PRATT INSTITUTE

KNOWN AS
SPOOK'S TEMPLE

Townspeople called the in-
stitute ‘'Spook’'s Temple,”
because of its spiritualism prac-
tices. Most people define
spiritualism as a demonic sect
that believes spirits of the dead
survive as personalities and com-
municate with the living through
other people called mediums.

For many years visitors were
barred from a room on the third
floor that was completely fur-
nished in white and contained
pictures, emblems and signs of
spiritualism on the walls. When
an ‘‘outsider” finally did get into
the room, bhe found *‘mediums”
{persons who communicate with
the demonic spiritual world.)

People came from all around
the area to attend Sunday even-
ing services. There, they witness-
ed seances and lectures by na-
tionally famous spiritualists.

Amazingly, in 1902, Pratt per-
suaded world known Mases Hull
and Andrew Jackson Weaver to
speak in Whitewater. Hull con-
tinuously spoke of making
“Whitewater the Mecca of
Modern Spiritualism.”

Because Pratt was well-

A Ha

... From Page 1

tin

educated, he appeared to be a
credible source of information to
many people. He frequently
argued during church services
with ministers who criticized
spiritualism. On several occa-
sions he was evicted from the
church.

During the 1930's, the school
suffered financially, because of
the depression. In 1938, the in-
stitute was forced to close its
deors. After it was finally sold in
1946, it was used as a rest home
for aged spiritualists and even-
tually became a girls dormitory
for the Wisconsin State Teachera
College.

The temple was destroyed in
1961 after being purchased by
the Wisconsin Telephone Com-
pany. Though the building no
longer stands, the legends live
on.

IS SPIRITUALISM
STILL ALIVE

IN WHITEWATER?
According to Elizabeth
Wright, past president of
Whitewater's historical society,
underground railroad ‘‘tunnels”
and Ku Klux Klan doings in

Con't on Page 2

Whitewater are not half as mysterious as the seances
that were held every Sunday night.

Wright said, “The strangest story that is provable
happened on Halloween night in 1970. Lights were
bobbing up and down near several crypts in a cemetery
witnessed by two fishermen on one of the lakes. A cof-
fin of a little girl, removed by persons unknown, was
found on the university mall the next morning."

There are still practicing spiritualists in Whitewater.
Marie Refior, who is the minister of the Church of
Spiritual Light in the Milwaukee area, teaches classes
out of her home here in Whitewater. Refior claims to be
a medium and practices astro-projection {(when a per-
son's spiril leaves their physical body and can travel
around). Refior said, *'1 have went to Venus and [ have
also gone to Mars by means of astro-projection.” She
said, “there is life on oLher planets, and I know there is,

because I have seen it.”

Refior believes spiritualism is fading out. not only in
Whitewater, but on a national scale.
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MORRIS PRATT,

And Officers and Building of
The Morris Pratt Institute.

M rnn Pratt was born in the town of
Eat p Madisun county, New York, on
the 1% day of December, 1820; that
makes him K1 his last birthday. He was
the youngest of the boys;, two girls were
older and two younger than he. They
were the children of Josepb and Clarissa
Morris Pratt.

Of these eight, the oldest girl, Mrs.
Caroline Spring, U1 vears old last July,
and Morris, still continue on this side of
hfe. Mre. Spring still livés in Eaton, not

AOHHRIS I'RATT.

far dren the old homested. . o
parcals moved west, as it was then
called, whea he was nhout 11 vears old.
The west at that time was in Chautau-
qua county, N. Y, Ilere lis father took
a picce of wild lanid, in order to make a
new farm, five miles from Mayville, the
county seat, and the ncarcst town, To
reach this town they had to cut their
way through the underbrush and smail-
er timber.

Here, young Marns took his position
with the older boys and men of the fam-
ily, working every day to clear up logs
and brosh, plowing., planting and hoe-
ing, chopping, burning the wild roots
and weeds until the farm was wm con-
dition for crops.

U'p to the age of ninc venars, Morris at-

" ;’..

MRS, MATTIH B. HULL.

tended summer school, walking two and
a half miles every day to the nearest
school house. After that age all the

Wu. H. ROGERS.
Vice President and Counsel,

raise crops and live in compurative ¢ m-
fort and ense. It was saidh of Morns
Prait thut he could do more work in a
given length of time, and eould work
more hours in a day than any of s
neighbors could dn. Now, though he is
nearing 82 yvears of age, he steps offl as
briskly, and endures ns much hard work
as many of twenty

After a few yvears two  of the brothers
drew oot of this partnership arrange-
ment, aml Morms and the other brother,
Asaph, continned as partners for about

e

AY 1, 1902

ST

LILY DALE, N.Y, M

womena amd  philsephy, hecame con-
vinced of the reality of the one and the
truth of the other. Meetings were helil
in s own honse, 1ind he, ax opportumty
offered, assisted 1n carrying the truths
wh h had  de his heart glad, to his
neighbors; especially to those wha were
bound by creeds to the superstitions of
the past.

Mpr. Pratt a way.s beheved his hrams
were made for s individual use, ant he
never allowed an uvppurtunit}' to esvape
unimproved, to wse them. He beeame
acquainted with a zirl medium, whe al.
terward became Mrs. Hayes. Through
her medinmship he | received many start-
ling and beautiful raamfestation of rpirit
power and wisdom --—

Mr. Pratt was nqt the man to place
his light under a bushel; he mnever was
either afraid nor ashamed to tell the
wurld what he belicvved; nor to stand up
and defend that helief under any and all
circumstances. In those carly days of
Spiritualism the church attacked it much
more vehemently, and with less knowl.
edge, and, if possibye, with more vitu-
peration than it does tod v Mr DPratt
regarded i1t as his duty to be present on
all such oceasions, if;phuiblc. Sometimes
he regarded it as b doty to correc  «
misstatements of those Bpintualism kill
ers. He perhaps diq pot always usc the
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THE MORRIS PRATT INSTITUTE.

ten years, after which they settled oOn
separate farms each for himself.

At the age of thirty Mr., Pratt mar-
ricd Miss Mary Jane Austin, A generous
and good waman, beloved by all who
knew her. and kuown as one of the pi-
uneers of Southern  Wisconsin,  They
lived at Lima sud Miltom Junction un-
til the year 1888, when they moved to
Whitewater. where Mr. Pratt huilt what
has been knnwn as the “Peatt Temple,”
and where he has since resided.

In the enrly venrs of Spiritualsm, Mr.
Pratt, after having investigated its phe-

schooling he got was about two months

in nud-winter, after the corn was husked

and shelled, the ¢ opping and othewfull

and early stinter work was -done. This

was kept up the most of the winterd un-

til he was exghteen years 1d

In the autumn of 1B40 he migrated
from the State of New York to White-
Here for two years he

water, Wi

worked by the day, week or m ath.

When with his three beothers, Asaph, ° .
Corydon and Benjamim, he went to 2
Lima, amil they three formal a co-part-

nership. Thev took up new land clear. s,

ing and subdumg ;. meking
farms and opeming the way for sthers to

desrable

MRS ALFARATA JAHNRE.

softest and most svave language. The
result was he has been forcibly gjected
from churches; awil, in one instance, at
Jeast, find fur disturbing a religious meet-
ing. Indeed this thing went so far that
it was considered u fisturbance of o re
liginus meeting ¢ven for him to he pres-
ent and talk in thesr conferences.

Mr. Pratt has hved in Whitewater and
vicinity su long- that he has lived these
things down, aml 1t is supposed that
the most of his maghbors are hearuly
ashamed of the attacks they made vpon
one whom they w re incapable of vom
prehending.

About the year 4884, a spint control
of Mrs. Hayes, enlling himsell a German,
located a mine n the famous Gogeobw
Range, since known as the Ashland mine.
Mr. Pratt was advised to take stock
in the mine, which he did. At the same
time he made the promise that if this in-
vestment proved u success he would
build for the use of Spiritualism a Ten-
ple. He held the stock ahout three vears,
at the end of whih time he had realized
s0 handsome n fortune that on the aale
of the stock he immediately made prep-
arations for carrying vut s promuse,

He erccted a magmficent and commadl
wus hock Loilding, which he has wow
dedicated for all ume to the propogation
of Spiritualism, and te the preparalion

e T
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Treajurer.
of otliers to enter intn the piritua stic
work after our present workers shall
have bid farewell to the w r and work
ers on this side of lile.

This is surely a fitting ™ nument to
the memorv of one who has in every
sense of the word blazed the wav for
those wh arc to come after lum

He has n t oniv cleared up farms, and
prepared the soil to rayjse that upon
which we 1ve Rs mortals but he has
cleared awav the rubbish and broken the
way for spuritual enlightenment,
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Alr Pratt hag ovenpued rooms in this
huilihng since itx erecuion where he =tifl
resides, nml where his first wife, who had
been an invakd for many years, left her
physical hodv., Ow January 21, 1900, she
was culled fram the field of earthly labor
tn the haven of rest. George H. Brooks
weas invited and dehvered the funeral or-
ntion.

On Januarv 10 1901 \Mr Pratt mar-
nied Mrs, Sulent Plump, of Vkshurg,
Alich. His present wife 1= an estimable
woman, much respected by al who know

- ‘" ey

LARA L. ST3WART
Secretary

her She is in perfect sympathy with al
her husband's wishes, and will gladl
co-operate 1w s benefuctions.

On December 13 last, M. Pratt cele
brated hus Blst birthday. He is stili ¢
hale and hearty man; there 15 ever
reason to hope he will see the college o
which he is the funnder, and on whicl
he has so long had s mind sct, becom
one of the finest mstitutinns n the land
—Clara L Stewart wn The Psycine Era

NoteE —The fatiure of these cuts 1
reach us in time for last 1ssue was in n
way caused by th P vchic Era Pubhst
ing Co. They had the uts delicered t
the Adams Expres C mpany Apc
11. The Adams Express does no com
to Lily Dale. and thev had no busmes
to accept them as this 1s an  exclusiv
American puint, and the Amencan ha
an office 1 Pittsburg. Even acceptin
the p hage would not have been seriou

-

LY MO8 .8 1L,
T'rerd lent

they n t cetained it in their offi
watil the 1 oringg of the 1hth. s Tu
s RpLowER had to he mailed on th
15th, we vcould not passebly hold ou
torms for the first sule open later tha
the morming of the 14, and had to g

to press without them.—Et.

WHAT 15 RELIGION?
Y B F UNREHWOUB.

When people sav that they (o not b
heve e religi o, they mean that the
do not beliere w certain doctrines whu
are taug t n the name of relynion, &

A.] WBAVER.
Supetiatendent.

fo nstance, the doctrine of the (&l
man, the atonement through Christ,
resurrec 10n of the body everlasung p
18 men , future conscious existence,
personal Gud, etc. They cannot disp
hat religion is a Fact, a fact of
world and of human nature. They ¢©
nant dispute that the phenomenh of
Igion are just As real, and, of cou
just as natural as the phenomena of
inorganic worll. Whatever mav bet
in regard to rehgion, the fact of 1ts
istence 1 mdisputable, It prevails in
yuarters of the gl he and it has exu
wi all ages of human hustory.

Then 'What 13 rehgion?” To ans

on nued on Page B.)
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arlia shp to the door to suramon

.m. Getting no responee hewent into-
ie ,basement afd theve found his
ther hanging by & emall cord tied to
ie top of the door casement. He
\lled to his unole, Lewls Bigwell, who

a8 nbove, and he oame immediately
ad out the body down. Dootors Dann,
{iller and Bagley were hastily snm-
woned, and though they worked over
18 body for an hour it proved too iate
w thing to be done

It 18 likely that Sigwell, who had
een trying for some time to stop drink-
1g weas discouraged by the fact that he
sd yielded that afterncon to ‘the
smptation, and that, together with the
quor he had taken, wubalanoced his
aind temporarily and made it ble

r him to plan and execute his self-
estruotion. He was 48 years ©ld, s
wtive of tNorway and is mrﬁve&‘bﬁ 8
rife and two sons, Herbert and Harlie:
e leaves life insurance smounting to
2000, all of which is with the Inde-
»endent Order of Forresters.

A coroner’s jury, ooasisting of @ W.
ferris, L.. A. Dufiin, John Ward, E. F.
Jonnelly, Lewis Oarpenter and A. E.
3odfrey were suminoned Jesterdsy
norning by Justioe Kiser .and after re-
riewing the remains rendered the fol-
owing verdict: “Thst the deceased
:ame to hle death et (his place of busi-
1088, Center street, whl&awater. Wis.,
Decsraber 20th at 8:80 o'clock p. m.
from strangulation caused by hanging
by depeased own hands with suicide in-
tent.’

The funeral oocurs ay at 2 p. m.
from the 0l1d Sigwell hfme on Milwaa-
kee atreet, F

Miss Belle Pollard {4 the proud pos-
seasor of one of the finest driving horses
in the city. It was purchas from
Eugene Corpell and he is a splendid
judge of horse fiesh.

We beard considerable oomplaint
aronnd Chriatmas time abent the un-
comfortably oold condition of the depot

contra =
ony_az O
| and th. 9 2

v.ov orin for Wilmot, Wis., whers Mr.
Hshn in teaching and wherer they will
henvefurth meke thelr home. Both
young people are well known here and
were given a very lively farewell asg
their train left the station, old shoes
and rice being very much in evidence.

Tho Mesris Pratt Feasral.

The. fuaneral Barviue; of Morrie Pratt
occurred December 25, at o *lock p. m
After singing by the students Mrs Hnll
led the andienod in what seemed a soul-
falinvocation Rev Moses Hull de
livered a discourss on Rom. _xil 15
‘"Rejolee with them that do rejoice and

weep with them that weep In this
discourse Mr. Hull gave_ the Bé)l.rltnnl-
ists’ idea of death and the Spiritaal

world. He cleimed that death was
nelther to be dreaded nor feared: it is
as natural as any event in life—In fact,
it Isonly a birth out of tite physical
lmd{I into the spiritusl world That
birth is as natural as the bl Father
Pratt had eighty-twd years afo wheu
he waa born into the world,

Father Pratt, it was argued, 18 now
born into the spiritnal world, with all
the eduncatioh, experience and ability
he gained in hie aver four score years of
experiencein life 8 pnmary school

;Whﬂe we involuntarily mourn, and
say, & man in dead, the aungels rejoice
and say a child is born {romn earth—
born with that education and that ex-
perience which will enable him Eo make
the spiritual world better for hia prea-

enca,

Mrs. C. L. Stewnrt, Secretary of the
Morris Pratt Institate Assoociation,
who waa better acquainted with Morrly
Pratt, than any other connected with
the school, follogpg with remarks in
whiok she rsla the circumstances
oonnected with ME. Pratt's manificent
benefactors to the school. She re

tted that all did not know Morris

ratt ae she did.

Prof. A.J Weaver followed with ap-
propriate remarks which closed that
part of the service, Mr Pratts re-

‘.‘C. T
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Caatloa.

Thie is mnt n gontle word bu! when you
think how liable yon are not ta purchase the
only remedy unlversally known and a romedy
that has had the inggﬂmt sale of any medicine
io the world sipce 1 for tho coro and treat-
ment of Coosnmption and Throat apd Laon
troubles without loalng {ta great popularity nﬁ
tbheso years, you will be thankful we called

our ottantion to Boscheae German Byrup

ere are 80 many, otdinary congh remedies
made by qufrlsm nd others that are cheap
end good for light colds perbaps but for evere
Coughs, Bronchitls, Croup—nand especlally for
Consamption, where there is difficolt sxpect-
oratlon and cothlng dnrlnE the nighbta and
murnloga. there {8 nothing like German Byrup.
The 25cent 8lze has just been introdu this
Rogulrr alze 75 cants. At all drugglste.

On Jannary 6th and 20th, Febroary 84
and 17th, Maroh 83 and 17th and April
7th and 22d, homesecker's excursion
ticketa to westerny northwestern and
southwestern points will be ou eale at
cne fare plus 32 for the round trip.

J. H. CALVERT, Agent.

Whitewater, Wis, Dec. 29, 1902,
For about ten yeare I have been
troubled with chronlo catarrh -weaken-
ing my system. After a few months'
treatment with Professor Strasaman,
the specialist, I have been completely
cured of my catarrh and have gained
fifteen pounds in. Alesh, and now I am
feeling an if life is worth living. Iam
verysgrnte[nlly yours,
5-6

Fear

EMERY FERO. .

Forgot His Bottle. A relapse vach terminates
fatally I8 often chused by missing one dose of
medicine. Dr (Gossom’s Oxygen Tonlc Tablets
are conveniont to take may ba carried in (ge
pocket and takenh according to directions th
cure lack of snsrgy. nervousness, sick hea
sche snd genersl debllity They. have cured
manf of your nelghbors You can get a fted
ample bupklet at L. A. Dufin & Co e .

On account of thd' i nangargtion cere
monies of (Jovernor-eleot LikFollette at
Madjson, excarsion tickets will be on
eale Jannary 5th, good to return Janm
ary 7th at one fare for the round trip.

J H. CALMVERT, Agt.

Whitewater, Wis., Dec. 30, 1902,

during those davs of heavy travel, e

!:na{ns'wero. inbe.rrud in ]E'l.lllq_ide ceme-

My youungest daughter's eyes, which
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CRIME WAVES PREVENTABLE IS VIEW ..
- SHRIT MYTERES OF GREEN BAY REFORM- SCHOOL HEAD

es' Which Lead to Disregard of Law Expert Urges; Says Criml-
nal Instincts Nof Hereditary,

TAUGHT N UNIQUE
WISCONSIN SCHOOL

Only Psychio Coflege in World
Founded by Man Led to
Riches In Trance.

By DONALD C. BOLLES
& Aot of &

Plug Up

Bpoaint ™

WHITEWATER—Housed la a spa-
sloue brick bullding, which has dormi-
Sories, class roomas, and & seance as-
sembly recm Is e Morris Prait In-
ottuie bare, the enly splritualisile
schoo! in the world. Bince 13 when
the school wes started, cimsses have
bosn held for the science of medium-
ship the peychic studiee of spiciiual-
izm. the mysleries of lhe ssance and
oabiset.

The erhool la foonted near ¢ busl-
mesr district € Whilewater Thers I
& facy  and cuucee of stody entiined
and al he present (ime the stliwol bas
Bltewn studenta

scoount  of  the spiritualist
Bchosl wee buat 10ld by Mra Hatlle
n Hull, 12 years eid, & woman

Be waa untll Ret death sl Whitewn-
tar oa Friday, Feb. 25, s nauonatly
known medium. Up 1o the Lime pf her
dealh she tonk an active patt the
admintruntion of (he school which
was foundsd by her hushband In 1907,

LAPORER FOUNDED BrHOOL.,
Morris Pratt ia the real foupder of
the school, He wad o labores In While-
waler in the zarly 38 and by (hrift
and firtune sccumulaied & Hitle Durm
property. and in some way bescame
thiersated in spiritualism, Duting she
Ssantw It 18 Awlired that Praiy thien
& poor man, declarad thet If the spiriia
would show him whete 10 make & for-
tuns, hae would davets & part of I} Lo
apitituniiem. .
He was later callnd ¥y & more or
lae famous medium who was 1he wife
of & Buprema court judde al the time
and now s reelent of Cslifornia
waalthy and having suns prominenl ln
wasiern polliica  Bhe inquired U his
satrment that be would give to the
Sayss nf spiriusiism was true and
Fratt pledzed hia trith sl to the
mywtic circls of srra.
GUIPED TO RICUES INFFRANCE.
In & mystic trence. U In alisged 1ot
the medium Gdd Murtie Prott to buy
& plery of land in & mcUon In sorth-
orm Wiaconeln., Ahs named the luwn-
ship and range Pratl look har sl her
word and bought [{ was 1heg burren
Umber wilderneas, scourged by Ore.
The ground loshed valuelms But he
boughl. guiied by the apiriim™

h

IMTPRISONNENT ACTS AN
DETERRENT TO OTHERS
“The shject of the siats peniten-
tlary la as much 1n deter otherw

what under weight; teeth weual.
Iy nesd atitmation, alkc ool md
adencida In & Mryv rumber of~
sases  This peveyg fellow Lo waually
milovesd, or, what might be
bolled™ He g
slouchy in atiltude, slsvenly I
Aress, Tude in manner, and very
rejoctant snd svasive In his siate-
inenta aa to how he got inte rou-
bla. FAe sanlly azcwses hitweelf of
blame by giving somie irival ex-
cuse, which s usually te the eof-
fect that ke 4Aid Bol receive &
sguare deal
*Wa wil prevume (hat this
Fyoung man has & good borme, and
that his surroundings are good
But this descripUon will ales At
the boy whoss bame s broken up
by ths death of sither ons or both
in, or of ens who leavenm
» sarly In youlh owing tv tha
fact that he canm mml g+ alvng
with bis widpmniber v siepfuther
This young tellaw lae-in Aelit. Tha
wrall Bt that his meither can give
him is [ no ennssquence  lle has
borrowed from all hin Frirnde, ung
LL] guwn homs when 1the “old
man, &8 he lerms bin her, In nlf
s work or at his plae of busie
nesa. Up o thie tima thin young
fellow has had wo purticular Inell-

MRS. LENROOT HEADS

up the junk man, sr sheve
Sver sMmE paper; or, If he is work-

CACUBE IB BANE IR
76 FER'CENT OF CARES.
“He gota by wilh two or thres
tricks of this kind, untll ous of

fully W bve up lu the rondidlone of
their predmtion, viplale the probe-
Unn by wl wirking, hanging
armurnd dance hulle, joy riding. rie,
when hs ls sgain picked up And
sentenced to prison.

“This s the gensral bistery of
abeut 16 per peal of fHrel cliendars
that | have enamined. -

“Lioss not the tuct that out of &

from cummilting frims an e
punish the Individual. The Tart of
ceraln prisvners belng
cunvicied is nel prosf that Ihe
prison system i daslective My
len on thia matter s, that If Lr
CORYICIIng Ihuse who have an in-
dealre for erime we mn
balt’ freeh recrults fnen Jeining
the .ranka of Jhe criminal clasa,
our vhject of the punishment i»
wffeated I all ronvictions wera
recoavictions, and nene of them
wits first convicilons we would
200N put an end (o crime
“In Atling 1he dulinqyent boy
for seckety the courta furnish us
wilh very puor materisl The
larmer part of the yrung wmen whe
enier penal Inathulinne hpve heen
romplals fallures up 10 that time,
and are recelved at such plares
branded as rriminale In his varly
earser the parents lnas rontnd of
him, hnewingly or atherwise the
scionls  falled in  Ineir *PpPur-
tunity religious Influermm wors
of Bu avell und Ihe pulles sher
having arrrsied Lim for twe or
thres estapades, Gemand thai he
by sentdnred te n training achant
rafsrmatery, o prison, The courts,
~with & view of saving the dalin-

The land turned sul fo he eog of
ihe most valuable irep mines of
Qrrhec range. Ivmit, Uue 8
pledpe, mald the land for a yrice
arvind BINR. He waa rich. lis
them snught to make good his proming,
He Lullt 1ha big Lrick h In White-
waler, Mo wos asked wildt the luiid-
ing was guing ta 1w and Lhe only an-
awer he ever gave waa

"I den’l keow, butl It e Tor aptrit.
walizm =

As the constrirtion of the bullding
eantinued IL berame knnwn as “Preit's
Fully ™ It waa complpied in

Pralt waa wesithy He hag mads
e rich sirike an the ndview of e
wedium  Rhartly afier that bs began

in fm fAescrd Ane and thgn (ince he
threairned 10 sve & Whifrwater hank
ftutinn the tunkers prfused Lo pikre
him te deaer nul 130.000 tn huy o "goid
bk ™ When he diwd Pratt bl a
trunkful wf mine atock, shares in ror
powathne and athsr “seruriilen® which
;I-n et werth the lmk weed fi. pitna-

'

While he lived attempin were made
n start the arhinnd, but (he nattnna)
twganizathm. whicrh the apiriiualists
el i 1ahe (e InHEIve and
mnet deapalred of raalizing lila
Bup ea gf s mobowsd  Min wife Mijreiil

qux. wr'r‘-nl sttilency. But laler
*n throuxh 1he bey's disrsgard of
the conditions of Ma suspended
»en . find It W necrasary 1o
rines\bim on profaiim. Ha Bualty
wiols the terms uf {he peoba-
tien & s sontsmcad to & pemal

ring at the bvrtiintiesy
e Io wstally mentally and (mial-
lactually bright, shysieal conditice

wieedly

MRA, IRTINE L. LENROUT.
TPERIOR Mre, Jevine Lo
1snreot, wife of I"nited Bisntes
Renalor Lanrrot of (his rity,
baa barny slecied prvaldent of 1he
Congresslimal elub of Waahingion
for ihs coming year Tha annual
solivn was hald rerently apd
Hra Lefirost won by a largs ma-

b falr, although, powsibly, sems-

—— iy

Jurtly. Mhe is sne of the seplial's
masl charthing matrens

CONGRESSIDNAL CLUB i

populstion af sbout 184 yeung
men, We have Rul & mechanlc of
any kind lad one romewhat Lo
eligva Lhat mechatitis so a ¢lame
dn ad g into swious trodbile,
and thal those whu du might e
cinsrrd as Bochlrninis®  Dooa tut
“the [act thatl & very snuall parcent-
aga of delinguasnts seovunt  fop
any period of ivne whcn they have
~ applisd Lhumbelivea diligenlly al
mhy ling uf work, v with & iew

wl learning & vecation. lead une o
belleve thatl lack of applcation la
a srious defect A the mabeup of
the young delinguent? 0 13 & faxt
Lhat

', the f{sllow that

1] the fellow i1hat
oveivumes fhe small diMculiles
and cbuiacisa which one mevis
with ih aCuUIring & vrratum sid
in all lnes ol empluysssil, does
ool get nle (roulds,

LUOrBOLES FOR CURININALN
BMELD UINREULMD Ful L.AW,
“Parachaily | du put bellave that

crime 8 hotwalllary, of thatl there

s u eriminal rises crine @ uwH-

tudusl | lehave thent o <hikd of wn

Inekineiive Cruni. f taher frinn

[1 impreper InAurness thatl he' 0

rurpigndben By, propeily evocalsd,

v uplifiing, thaw, in wil prelalili-
fiea, he =il be a credll 10 suciety
slea & proper enfufomnent -uf vur
lawae.

At presanit Lliers are teo many
luphales wherrby 8 criminal cun
sviula baing punished su a tach-
alrndity.  Make punishment fur
erimes & cerlaintly without akas-
peruting delaya

“Folurathm, religion. labsr. clran
reviralion ard physiosl develog-
meni n the yuouilh wll rewrd
crime. pruvided Lthis treiping la
recelusd under gond inGusnces and’
dad iy part of IL”

BECOME AERD CENTER

OSHKOSH STRIVES 10 |
——
Movement  Underway Iol
8ring Commercial and Mail

Plane Services o City

ONHEOAN A movement W under
way hers to pul Mehinah on the U'nis
v Niatew alr mall rovies angd 10 have
cunmereial alrpians simpanier maks
thie cliv & polnt on thelr main finen

City  ofMicisle In en-apersiinn with
tha Amseclathinm nf (5 ve and &

-

“BEAUTY SPOT" TABOO
IN LA CROSSE SCHOOLS

LA CROBBE--Tha “heauly spot”
han been oidered off Lha romy
sreat  af the Ja Crassa [ligh
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As female students hustle out of rooms and crowd the hallways waiting impatiently for
the lavatory, teachers and instructars quickly glance over the lessons prepared for the day.
Meanwhile a flock of students, dressed in plain white smocks, head from the third floor of the
mansion to the basement to grab breakfast before lessons are to begin. In the cafeteria, both
female students who live in the mansion and male students who live off-campus, congregate
and enjoy small conversation over hurried bites of food. They scatter off to their classrooms
where first--years will study more elementary courses of grammar, rhetoric, literature,
geography and so forth.! These demanding subjects are required across institutions of learning
in order to provide a good, solid, foundation for higher cognitive development. In this particular
case, second--year students with a foundation already under their belt, are hurried off to
cognitively challenging classes studying the subjects of Psychic Research and Comparative
Religions. Students in these classes will be learning about levitation, independent voices and
writings, and general mediumship to help develop and expand their personal spiritual gifts or
perspectives.’ Later in the evening, a small crowd might gather in the temple to listen to a
lecture from a famous spiritualist, or perhaps a small group of elite spiritualists, dressed in
complete white, will gather in séance in a smali raom on the third floor of the building in
attempts to connect with the dead. Mansions, first and second--year students, school subjects

of levitation and so forth may seem quite familiar to the 21* century youth. However, this is

! walworth County Trade Review; a business trade review of towns and villages in Walworth County, Wisconsin,
{March, 1917}, pg 2.
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! Morris Pratt Institute Lesson 15: Mediumship. Transcript in the hand of Melvina Hostak, special collections, HAL
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not a chapter from 1K Rowling's famous Harry Potter series-- this is a chapter out of history

from a small, former pioneer village, Whitewater, Wisconsin, during the early 19" century.

The immediate response of readers is to probably jump to hurried conclusions about the
uniqueness and mystery that must have inhibited this school. Witchcraft, wizardry, and black
magic are all too common assumptions about the institution and all of the above continued to
be rumored throughout the town today. Howaever, the school, the Morris Pratt Institute, was a
reflection of societal patterns throughout the United States during its existence in Whitewater.
Major events and issues usually had indirect effects on the school itself and how society
perceived it. This paper will examine how it was a reflection of society and how societal trends
and attitudes shaped both the formation and eventual closure of the Morris Pratt Institute in
Whitewater. In order to remove the initial bias of the reader from assumptions of witchcraft,
wizardry, and black magic, the purpose of this school and its place in history must be first
discussed. This particular learning institute was based off of the religious movement of Modern
Spiritualism during the 1800’s and it was not so indifferent of the time. In fact, the Spiritualist

trend in the United States started and reached its peak during the mid 19" century.

The movement was based on the belief that life after death existed, and that it could be
scientifically proven through communication with the dead. 1t strayed from Orthodox religions;
especially in beliefs of evolution (versus Orthodox creationism theories). But it did not,
however, totally divide itself. For example, the school did not discourage Christian Spiritualists;
on the contrary many claimed that their messages were sent to them through God or his will. It

must not be forgotten that although this school exercised many new and intellectual ideas,



society was still fairly conservative during this period. Victorian ideals were not outdated and
many people were conscious of their sins and fearful of the afteriife. Therefore it is not
surprising that students studied Religion as a main subject of their course work. Many believed
in, and relied on the Christian Bibie in order to support their argument that Spiritualist work
had been around for thousands of years and that is had been used and associated with a variety

of religions. Directly in their principles it states:

We believe in Infinite Intelligence —other word for God because men have confused
God, the word, with the concept of impersonal, infinite power and so many varying

ideas of the meaning of the word, God has arisen.”

The school claimed that many of the messages and stories in the bible relating to Moses, Jesus
and other great prophets revealed interactions between humans on a physical plane with

people on a spiritual plane.® In one of the lessons discussing the Bible it is stated:

The Bible was given to man thru mediumship of the prophets and seers and the
standard of their mediumship was governed by their background, their advantage of the
education available at that time, and as there was not common knowledge of the

sciences and some of them were entirely unheard of, these writers did the best they

* Morris Pratt Institute Lesson 24: Our Principles. Transcript in the hand of Melvina Hostak, spacial collections, HAL
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knew to account for natural phenomena, such as creation, the presence of evil in the

world, and the problems that enter into life.®

This lesson explains that the prophets and writers of the Bible were engaged in Spiritual
communication, but that they did not have the scientific education to make such inferences. In
other words, it can be further best explained that some Spiritualists did not denounce the Bible,
but understood that its meanings had to stay within a certain historical context and that it
should not be forever interpreted within that context. Although some Orthodox leaders
claimed that Spiritual communication could likely be fraud or linked to the work of the Devil,
some leaders contended that some Spiritualists may have made real connections with the dead

or had truth in their beliefs.’

It was during the 19" century that this form of communication captivated many citizens
of the era. Widespread immigration, westward expansion, urban growth and industrial booms
triggered overcrowding, poor sanitation, and appalling working conditions; all of which would
pilot the path for poor health conditions. Diseases would spread abruptly and thousands were
affected by cholera, whooping cough, influenza, and diphtheria.® With the rapid spread of
these diseases, combined with high birth rates and threatening health conditions, the mortality
rate sky rocketed. During the latter half of the century, the Civil War added another heavy
death toll on families. Death was a factor that most American families had to contend with

during this period and they sought some form of relief that their loved one(s) had passed on to

® Morris Pratt Institute Lesson I: Biblical Spiritualism. Transcript in the hand of Melvina Hostak, special collections,
HAL Library, University of Wisconsin-Whitewater
7 “Spiritualism in Wisconsin in the Nineteenth Century.” Wisconsin Magazine of History 59, no 1 (Autumn, 1975):
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a better existence.” Conflicts and issues with Orthodox religious institutions were not helping
ease family grief. Problems in religious institutions included the demands to follow strict laws
that no longer contended with the progressing society, and the inability to convince the people,
especially the growing intelligent, of the belief of creationism and in life after death. With the
wealth of scientific knowledge and the availability of books in general increasing, including
Charles Darwin’s findings on the Galapagos Islands and his theory of evolution, people were
starting to question the lack of credibility in religion; weighing their religious beliefs against
evidence in science.'® The rapid progress of the age and the personal desire for connections to

their deceased loved ones created an environment that was rich for the Spiritualist movement.

Luckily for these yearning people, two young girls in New York were about to become
famous for their leadership in the early beginnings of Spiritualism; giving some members of
society hope and belief again. In the winter of 1847 the sisters, Katy and Maggie Fox, started to
make claims of interacting with the dead through a series of rappings that seemed to be coming
from the inside of their family’s small cottage in Hydesdale, New York. The girls believed the
rappings were produced by spirits trying to contact the living. The girls began to ask the spirits
questions that were answerable by a specific number of raps. These questions started off
basic; attempting to discover what or who the mysterious noises were and what their purpose
in communication with the living was. With their mother astonished by her daughter’s

interactions, word was leaked to the rural neighbors and the girls were drawing small crowds to

* Mary F., Bednardowski, “Spiritualism in Wisconsin in the Nineteenth Century * Wisconsin Magazine of History 59,
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witness the spirit communication inside the cottage. Soon, hundreds of people out of curiosity
would come to the small house to either witness the miracles performed or to blame the
rappings and sisters on fraud.'’ Fraud or not, these two young girls would become the starting

leaders of the modern religious movement of spiritualism.

From this point onward, the movement spread throughout the United States and

Spiritualist circles and groups were emerging throughout major cities. The total number of

2

followers numbered around one million during the mid 19" century.” Larger cities would

dedicate small churches to integrate people. So how did the movement make such an impact
on the small pioneer town of Whitewater, Wisconsin? Historian Mary Farrell Bednarowski
stated that Wisconsin proved to be “fertile breeding grounds” for the movement and that many
Spiritualist groups and organizations became common in the state. The Northwestern
Wisconsin Spiritualist Association held a variety of conventions in places such as River Falls and
Oshkosh; she also noted that the newspaper the Spiritualist was published for almost a year in
Appleton and Janesville,”® The various organizations and media present in the state resulted in
the birth of many important Spiritualists and mediums. Ex-governor P. Tallmadge was a
believer and defender, famous trance speaker Cora L. V. Richmond began her healing career in
Janesville and Mary Hayes Chynoweth, an important spiritualist leader in the Lake Mills-

Whitewater-Madison region, actually had very important ties to the institute in Whitewater.

M “They Spoke With the Dead.” American Heritage 50, no.S {1999): pg. 86.

H "Judge Edmonds on Spiritualism.” Whitewater Register {Wl1). 16 April, 1859.
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The first pioneers of Whitewater started to settle the territory around 1837.%
Population rates remained fairly low until the addition of the railroad in 1852 which resulted in
a population rise from 2,000 in 1852 to 4,285 in 1858 (the same year Whitewater received a
village charter).?® [mplying that by the time the Spiritualist movement was making a
nationwide impact, Whitewater was still a new community. However, due to its proximity to
the major cities of Janesville, Madison, and Milwaukee it proved to be a fruitful place for
exchange of ideas. With the advent of the railroad, travel to big cities and other towns to meet
with friends and family or to do business became easy and ordinary. During this period, other
transportation methods within the town were slow. Within the town, people relied on the use
of horse and wagons by dirt roads, or by foot on the wooden sidewalks downtown.” Through
the quick transportation method of railroads, people became acquainted with Spiritualist ideas.
All of these cities had Spiritualists or groups present and it was common for some settlers in
Whitewater to be engaged with these people or particular mediums. Newspapers ads for
séances or Spiritualist gatherings were commonly found in newspapers circulating these cities
during the period.'® However, newspaper ads indicating the fraud of Spiritualism and the
corruptions that it led to were also common. One particular ad in the Janesville Morning
Gazette read: “Leo Miller...and there earnestly denounces the claims of Modern Spiritualism
which threatens to overthrow both reason and religion.”*” Obviously, some men like Miller felt

Spiritualism was a direct attack on the church and biblical theories. Other articles that were

“* Cravath, Prosper. Early Annals of Whitewater. 1837-1867. Edited by Albert Salisbury. Whitewater The
Whitewater Federation of Women's Clubs, 1906. (Reprint, Ohio: Bell and Howell Company, 1964]
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printed in the Whitewater Register discussed how Spiritualism could have been a factor in the

disruption of social values and standards; especially the “free love infatuation.” This article

read:

“...he has recently become interested in Spiritualism, and has been led by the
discussion of free love, affinities, and such nonsense, to the conclusion that his wife,
with whom he has lived happily for twenty years, and who has made him the father of
an interesting family, is not his, ‘affinity.” He made a mistake and married the young

oo : 20
women, because he was not spiritually enlightened.”

Separation and divorce was a new, and fairly opposed concept during this conservative period
of time and some people felt that the some of the beliefs supported by Spiritualism were
corrupting family and religious societal values. Opinions were diverse and divided, but they
didn’t stop some community members of the Whitewater area from holding small gatherings
and séances of their own. According to Prosper Cravath, an important pioneer of Whitewater
who documented the village's history briefly mentioned in an entry the force that Spiritualism
had taken in some parts of the community around 1861.”' One man in particular who was

interested in the movement was Morris Pratt of the Whitewater area.

Morris Pratt was an early pioneer of the Whitewater area originally from New York. He

moved west along with his brothers and began to clear land in the Lima Township area in

& Melancholy Infatuation. Whitewater Register. 24, April, 1858.
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1840.% Due his upbringing and his constant laboring, Pratt never received much of a formal
education; needless to say, he was a very wise man due to self teaching.23 He worked all of his
life and understood common sense and the importance in investment and labor to protect his
hard earned assets. He eventually worked hard enough to own his own farm and by 1956 he
was paying tax on more than $12,000 worth of property, making him a very prosperous
member of the community.* Pratt belonged to small number of Spiritual converts in the
Whitewater area around the 1850’s. His actual conversion was in 1851 when he visited the
Lake Mills Spiritualist Center.”® It was there, that lectures and séances were being conducted
by the well known Spiritualist William Stainton Moses, that Pratt became convinced that the
religion had a profound scientific backing that had the potential to change religion as it was
known.2® This affected Pratt’s beliefs about life after death and from that point forward, Pratt
firmly backed his beliefs and became more involved in Spiritualism. He was involved in many
discussions, debates, and arguments with Orthodox ministers and was even removed from a

Church and fined for his contraversial behavior.”” It an article published about Pratt in 1902

read:

Sometimes he regarded it as his duty to correct the statements of those Spiritualism
killers. He perhaps did not always use the softest and most suave language. The result

was he has been forcibly ejected from churches; and, in one instance, at least, for
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disturbing a retigious meeting. Indeed this thing went so far that is was considered a
disturbance of religious meeting even for him to be present and talk in their

conferences,™

Making the obvious point that although there were one million Spiritualists throughout the
nation, there still remained five to six million Christians who views sometimes conflicted.”
Pratt, a strong believer of Spiritualism, refused to back down to people whom he believed had
no understanding of the religion due to intolerance. His strong convictions would lead him to
an investment that would impact not only the Spiritualist Movement in the United States, but

also the small town of Whitewater,

In 1883 Morris Pratt was presumably sitting in a dimly lit room of candlelight, with a
small group of people gathered around a table who were all involved in a séance led by the
popular Medium of the area, Mary Hayes Chynoweth. It was during this interaction with the
Spiritual world, that Pratt vowed that if Mrs, Hayes (as she was commonly referred to) would
help lead him to financial success, he would donate a substantial amount of money to the
Spiritualist cause. Speaking to a long-dead German Professor, Hayes felt confident in telling
Pratt to invest his money along the upper Wisconsin-Michigan border.* Following her advice
from beyond the grave, he invested the 54,000 he had saved into the barren and desolate
region. A region that to the eye, held little to no value and only blind faith alone, or in Pratt’s

case, words from the dead, could persuade a man to invest in it. Pratt waited patiently for two

2 Clara L. Stewert, “Morris Pratt: and officers and building of the Morris Pratt Institute,” The Sunflower (Lily Dale,
NY). 1 May, 1902.
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years on his bonds with no action or growth. Imagine his disparity—the 69 year old man had
invested what money he had saved into land that could have proven to be worthless. His waste
perhaps could have tainted his Spiritualist views and quite possibly have framed fraud on Mrs.
Hayes. However, this alternative would seem out of line with Pratt’s normal behavior and
character, and on the contrary he probably would have counted his loss in a more respectful
manner. But the spiritual advice turned out to be very prosperous; for his investment turned
out to be at the heart, of the then undiscovered, Gogebic iron range.’ Mining companies
swarmed to the Wisconsin-Michigan area and greatly profited not only the state, but also the
Spiritualist cause. Pratt sold his bonds for $125,000—a very large sum of money at the time
that rendered him extremely wealthy.?* On his word, Pratt used a large sum of his money to
build a large, brick, three story house that was to be used for Spiritualist purposes. In 1889
Pratt and his first wife moved from their farmhouse in the country, into their newly built, thirty

thousand dollar house of Spiritualism, in the center of Whitewater.*>

The house was one of the nicest in the city during the time and its size and location
would not be easily un-noticed by passersby. Hence, the community was bound to talk behind
closed and open doors about the new addition to the downtown area. When the $30,000
mansion was built, some community members naturally thought Pratt was going a little crazy
building such a large structure for purposes yet unknown. Pratt himself was quoted saying: “It

will be used in the interests of Spiritualism,” but his exact purpases were still undeclared.” For
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“ Fred L Holmes Badger Saints and Sinners. (E.M. Hale and Co., 1939}, 373.
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a period of time, the building was originally referred to as “Science Hall” and it was used as a
place for Spiritualist lectures and séances.3® Although it was named "Science Hall" the
community often, jokingly, referred to the building as “Pratt’s Folly”; a nickname that would
continue throughout its existence. While unknown during its immediate construction that it
was to eventually become a school, Pratt’s desired intentions would be to formally facilitate

Spiritual education.

Pratt did receive a significant amount of criticism from the community surrounding the
construction of the building. Most of the original ridicule, and the nick-naming of “Pratt’s Folly”
evolved from the fact that a hardworking farmer had ironically struck it rich and had hastily
spent his earnings on a ridiculously large house—claiming he was following advice from the
spirit world. This, coupled with the fact that Pratt had lofty intentions, to say the least, as to
what the actual purpose of the building was for, only added fuel to the fire of mockery. The
immediate building of large house for “Spiritualist” purposes and the large amount of money
that was cast into the project may have had people thinking that Pratt had gone senile in his old
age. Even the bank was weary of Pratt. In a newspaper article it was stated that the “bankers
refused to allow him to draw out $30,000 to buy a “gold brick.”*® Obviously, the bankers
couldn’t refuse to hand Pratt his money forever, and had no choice but to supply him with it.
But even after the construction of the house, Pratt continued to be hassled. An article written
in the History of Whitewater, by Dale Reich reads that “...Pratt found himself paying large taxes

on his building during its early years of existence.”?’ However, the financial discrimination on

¥ Katie Kuhn. First Spiritualist Schoal Born Here.” Royal Purple (UWW). 7 November, 1972: pg 1.
* Donald C. Bolles, “Spirit Mysteries Taught in Umique Wisconsin School.” Milwaukee Sentinel {WI). 6 March, 1921
YDale Reich, A History of Whitewater. (April, 1974): 14.
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the Pratt’s home did not last long, and eventually with donations and endowments, the school

was able to run steadily and with little threat of monetary issues until the mid 1920's.

Initial ridicule died down from the community, largely impart to Pratt’s respectable
standing and good nature. Although Pratt did find himself in debates with clergy men and non-
believers who openly objected to his faith, his neighbors often regarded him as a kind hearted
man. In an historical article about Walworth and lefferson Counties Morris Pratt and his wife

were cited as being:

..kind, charitable, and benevolent people, devoted to the best interests of humanity.
The honesty of purpose and strict integrity of Mr. Pratt are above question, and a well-
spent life has won for him the confidence and respect of all. He is numbered among the
valued citizens of Walworth County, and from an early days has not only witnessed the
growth and development of this region, but in all possible ways has aided in its
advancement and up building, doing all in his power for the promotion of its best

intereSts.38

The community may have laughed at Pratt’s original intentions of building a Spiritualist
science hall, but due his humanitarian behavior and outlook on life, his lived things down with

his neighbors. So much that it was recorded that most of his neighbors were ashamed of the

3 portrait ond Biographical Record of Walworth and Jefferson Counties, Wisconsin. Lake City Publishing Co
Chicago. 1894.
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attacks that they made on “one whom they were incapabie of comprehending.”*® The major

basis of belief that the religion preached was a tolerance of all people and beliefs.

After the location served for a number of years as a Spiritualist temple and gathering
place, Pratt decided to dedicate the structure to the National Spiritualist Association of the
United States for them to use as an education center. The N.S.A was, however, hesitant and
felt as if they were not financially prepared to jump on such a daunting task-- since the
organization was only eight years old at the time."® Pratt, unwilling to let his dream falter,
contacted an important Spiritual leader, Moses Hull, who agreed to help Pratt’s mission. Hull
traveled the country in attempts to raise enough money to fund the project. He continually
referred to making Whitewater the “Mecca of Modern Spiritualism.”*! And within ten months,
three thousand dollars worth of improvements were made to the building-- putting it in

H " ang 2
immediate condition for use.®?

The final reconstructions, including dormitories, had the building prepared for a
boarding school. With the third floor and part of the second used for dormitories, twenty
private rooms were furnished and supposedly had enough housing for fifty students.* Rooms
could be rented as singles or doubles, depending on preference. The second floar also housed

the chapel for religious service that had enough seating for 300 people arranged in stadium

¥ Clara L. Stewert, “Morris Pratt: and officers and building of the Marris Pratt Institute,” The Sunflower {Lily Dale,
NY). 1 May, 1902,

*> Morris Pratt institute, “History of Morris Pratt Institute,” http://www.morrispratt.org/ {accessed September 20,
2009).

“ “"Temple Stood on Center St.: Pratt made Whitewater a center of Spiritualism.” Whitewater Register {(WI). 15
June, 1972:pg. 9.

* Walworth County Trade Review; a business trade review of towns and villages in Walworth County, Wiscansin,

{March, 1917), pg 1.
“ "site of Old Whitewater Institute Bought for New Telephone Exchange."Janesville Daily Gazette [WI). 18

September, 1958, pg 4.
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style: a semi-circle that ascended upwards towards the back of the room.* The third floor also
housed a special, all white room, with emblems on the wall that was used for private séances
and communication with spirits. In the early years, only dedicated Spiritualists were allowed to
enter the room.” The first floor housed the frant office, reception, and reading rooms, cloak
rooms, along with main and private classrooms. The basement housed the cafeteria type
kitchen along with the laundry equipment for student use.’® An article in the Walworth
Country Trade noted: “...bring ane of the best equipped institutions of learning in the state and
the only one of its kind in the whole United States. Probably no school building in the state has
more attractive furnishings or is more conveniently arranged.””’ Whitewater housed
supposedly the only school for Spiritualism in the entire world. Not only did this make

Whitewater a special location, but the fact that when it was first built, it was also, allegedly, one

of the nicest schools in the state.

The Maorris Pratt Institute was officially recognized by the state in 1901 when Pratt filed
a petition for incorporation.”® Shortly before his death in 1902, he deeded the school to seven
well known Spiritualists, one being Moses Hull himself who was to be the first President of the

institute. The others were as follows: A.J Weaver, Wm. H. Rogers, John C. Bump, Clara Stewert,

* \walworth County Trade Review; a business trade review of towns and vilages in Walwarth County, Wisconsin,

{March, 1917}, pg 2.

5 Dale Reich, A History of Whitewater. April, 1973, pg 14.

% Walworth County Trade Review; a business trade review of towns and willages in Walworth Caunty, Wisconsin,
(March, 1917), pg 1.

*" walworth Cou nty Trade Review; a business trade review of towns and villages in Walworth County, Wisconsin,

(March, 1917}, pg 2.
* Morris Pratt Institute, "Histary of Morris Pratt Institute,” http://www.marrispratt.org/ (accessed September 20,

2009)
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Theodore Mayer, and Alonzo Thompson.*? Pratt did not survive long enough to see the opening
day of the school; however he lived long enough to know that his dream would prevail. The

school officially opened on September 29, 1903.”°

The school was open for enrollment to anyone seeking spiritual guidance or to develop
their spiritual gifts. However, one did not even have to be a Spiritualist to attend. The only
actual requirements of the school were that all students had to be at least fifteen and "must
invariably possess a good moral character.”® The school believed that in order to reach
people on the spiritual plane, one must be finely tuned within themselves to do so. They also
believed that human beings controlled their own happiness—no one else, or other spiritual
being, such as God, could be at fault.>® In order to guide students the prohibition of alcohol,
tobacco, vulgarity, profanity, opium, or other drugs was enforced.®® The school tended to
follow and support the social issues of the time. In fact, around the nation, many people who
declared themselves devote Spiritualists, also happened to be involved in many social
movements. The Morris Pratt Institute itself had open lectures for these movements in its
temple; one particularly noted was a newspaper ad in Whitewater Register far a public lecture
on the need for temperance.** The irony of this incident is the fact that during the late 19"
century many people blamed Spiritualism for encouraging progressive and radical ideas that

some saw at detrimental to traditional values. However, with regards to temperance,

‘fg Morris Pratt Institute. Centennial Book of Modern Spiritualism in America, Chicago: The Association, 1948, 127
" Morris Pratt Institute, “History of Morris Pratt Institute,” http://www.maorrispratt.org/ (accessed September 20,

2009)
** walworth County Trade Review; a business trade review of towns and villages in Walworth County, Wisconsin,

{March, 1917}, pg 2.

** Morris Pratt Institute Lesson 24: Our Principles. Transcript in the hand of Melvina Hostak, special collectians, HAL
Library, University of Wisconsin-Whitewater

> Mary Lou Niesen, "'Spooks Temple’, Ghost of Past to End.” Royal Purple (UWW). 4 May, 1943,

“ “Whitewater News." Janesville Daily Gazette (W!). 7 December, 1917.
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Spiritualists took a conservative stance. The educators, students, and staff of the institution
were concerned with the health of humanity and the need for students to be clear in mind in
order to have “...perfect coordination of the faculties of body, mind, and soul; and a deep

accurate knowledge of true religion—Spiritualism.”**

Community members, even if they rejected Spiritual beliefs, appreciated the kindness
and open-mindedness of the institution’s leaders and the high integrity they held of their
students. Community members were known to frequently attend lectures and services held by
famous Spiritualists of the times every Sunday nights at 7:30.°® The services were listed under
“Church notices” of the Whitewater Register.”” Thus, confirming that the community
eventually accepted the institution as a part of their culture and recognized the school as a

formal religious institution.

Also located in Whitewater during the lifetime of the school, was another popular
learning facility that had its own influence on the school. The State Teachers College, formerly
known as the Normal School, was in the area prior to the twentieth century {(1868); therefore
prior to the construction of the Morris Pratt Institute. Although not much is documented, it has
been written in newspapers that students would frequent the Sunday night services or seances
as a form of entertainment and it was even noted as a favorite date spot."’El Students would
walk downtown with groups of friends to attend seances if for nothing more, to experience the

unigue culture and new ideas that the school offered. Many students of that time discarded

5 Morris Pratt institute. Centennial Book of Modern Spiritualism in America. (Chicago: The Association, 1948) 127
i kred L. Holmes. Badger Saints and Sinners. (E.M. Hale and Co., 1939), 375

“7 Dale Reich, A History of Whitewater. April, 1974, 14.

** sandra Halpin, “Whitewater had 'psychic college.” Walworth County Week {(Wl). 17 March, 1991
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calling the institute “Pratt’s Folly”, and replaced it with the “Spook House.” However, it is
noted that more students probably attended these Sunday evening séances compared to
gatherings in other local churches.> The school added an element of culture to the city that
many community members, even if they were non-believers, appreciated. It was probably out
of pure curiosity that many of the community members and students of the State College
attended the Sunday night gatherings, but they non-the-less continued to endorse their
support of the institution by their visitations. Not only was the institute a local interest, but the

establishment drew students from all over the United States and even a select handful from

%0 The popular

abroad. The institute was presumably known “from Australia to London.
attention which was given to it suggests that the Morris Pratt Institute greatly benefited the

community and downtown businesses by drawing crowds and students from all over the state,

nation, and world.

Enrollment numbers were small to begin with, but grew momentously between 1915
and 1920. Itis estimated that enrollment reached its peak during this period with a total of
forty-five students attending.*! Enrollments fluctuated with the advent of World War | but the
institute was hopeful moving into the 20's. The 1920's was a prosperous time for the nation
and the advances in technology, entertainment, speak easies and night life excited the youth of
the age.®”” This environment fostered an energetic and rebellious decade of youth and their

exposure to Spiritualism revolved around fraudulent entertainment of fortune tellers and

* Fred L. Holmes. Badger Saints and Sinners. (E.M. Hale and Co., 1939}, 375.

* Constance Burnham, “Wisconsin college founded by spirits.” The Sentinel Magazine. 25, May, 1924,

“* Fred L. Holmes. Badger Saints and Sinners. (E.M. Hale and Co., 1939), 374.

“ “Temple Stood on Center St.: Pratt made Whitewater a center of Spiritualism.” Whitewater Register (W1). 15

lune, 1972: pg 9.
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magicians.63 By popularity, it was directed t.owards an abundance of entertainment purposes—
acts that true Spiritualists continuously denied as part of their beliefs. Never the less, the
school received a lot of public recognition during this period.” Many of students during this
era who were requesting information on the Morris Pratt institute were adults throughout the
United States; they wanted to become more in-tune with their spiritual gifts that they had
claimed to have experienced since young ages. And a large amount of requests were from
people who heard of the school through an ad in the popular magazine, “The National

Spiritualist.”®

Many prospecting students believed that they had high potential to make connections
with the spiritual world, but looked for more clarification and guidance within the school to
help define their abilities. One wrote “l| always believed spiritual work could be done but also
believed in the worlds of Satan. Now as | am older andlread everything | get, it appears to
me.—| wonder—I long for truth, wisdom & how to use it.”** Other interested students
proclaimed to have psychic tendencies or healing powers. For example, one wrote: “My hands
were placed on the sick, and instantly they were made whole, no matter if the doctors were
just ready to aperate. “Fire” was taken out in a moment of time and the skin made to be in

normal condition.”®” These few examples are evidence of the dedication and inspiration that

" "Spiritualism in Wisconsin in the Nineteenth Century.” Wisconsin Magazine of Histary 59, no.1 {Autumn, 1975}
pg. 12.

* Secretary of Morris Pratt Institute, to Miss. Lucy T. Merle, 18 February 1930. Transcript in the hand of Melvina E
Hostak, special collections, HAL Library, University of Wisconsin Whitewater, Wisconsin

 Mrs. Mary Brown, to Morris Pratt Institute, 1930, Transcript in the hand of Melvina E. Hostak, special collections,
HAL Library, University of Wisconsin Whitewater, Wisconsin.

 Mrs. H. Potter, to Marris Pratt Institute, 19 April 1930, Transcript in the hand of Melvina E. Hostak, special
collections, HAL Library, University of Wisconsin Whitewater, Wisconsin.

" Mrs Margaret Mac Donald, to Morris Pratt Institute, 4 October 1929. Transcript in the hand of Melvina E.
Hastak, special collections, HAL Library, University of Wisconsin Whitewater, Wisconsin
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students had to finding the truth of Spiritualism. The school even warned that the purpose of
the institution was not to “make mediums; it only seeks to provide the most favorable
conditions for developing natural psychic gifts.”ss The Spiritualists of the institution believed
that everyone already possessed the natural talent of psychic gifts, but it was in learning how to
attune oneself to the vibrations of life that gives them the ability to become a medium. They
believed that all life is motion and vibration, and that the vibrations of the spiritual realm are
higher, finer, and more rapid than those of the physical world. A medium is born when he/she
can attune oneself to the highest level to achieve harmony with the spiritual world in order to

hear the vibrations.®’

This being said, it gives a moment to discuss enrollment numbers in comparison to
regular college educations. Although the school fare was relatively cheap-- only fifty dollars per

year, five dollars per week for board, and rooms ranging from a dollar fifty to three and half

70

dollars per week in 1930, students had to show a great dedication to the cause.”™ Students at

the Morris Pratt Institute had to be dedicated cognitively, timely, and financially to the
Spiritualist cause. Although diplomas were given, the original diplomas were not recognized by
other learning institutions, However, the administration recognized this problem and in a few
Presidential reports it was hinted that more effort needs to be put forth to make diplomas and
grades transferable. Another report suggested that the education received be transferable to

other fields of work or else a graduate’s performance would reflect poorly upon the institution:

® John G. Gregory, Southeast Wisconsin: Ofd Milwaukee County vol. il.{ Chicago: 5.1 Clarke Publishing Co., 1932),
776,

®Fred L. Holmes. Badger Saints and Sinners. (E.M. Hale and Co., 1939), 377.

7 Secretary of Morris Pratt Institute, to Mr. Herman, 15 February 1930, Transcript in the hand of Melvina E.
Hostak, specia! collections, HAL Library, University of Wisconsin Whitewater, Wisconsin.
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The result of these principles applied are the success or failure of the student graduating
from the institution. If the student is apt and has a background of moderate qualities
making him a success with his additional qualities then the institution is reflected in that

success. If a failure, it is likewise reflected...”!

The administration was worried that if diplomas would not be recognized for any other
purposes than Spiritualism, what would prompt students make such a large investment in the
college? Especially in the Whitewater area, a lot more attention would draw students towards
the State College with more promises of a dependable degree. This argument could account
for the fact that many of the letters requesting information during the late 20's were from
middle aged people. However in the 1930’s, a measure was finally taken so that credits could
be transferable’®. Sadly, it was a bit too late, since the school was officially forced to close a

few years later.

Another problem that the school faced that led to low enrollment numbers was the
limited amount of work provided in the area. As already stated, tuition and other costs were
fairly cheap, but students still needed an income to supplement these costs. Sadly, since the
school was located in a small town, jobs were scare to come by. Many of the letters that were
addressed to the Morris Pratt Institute from interested students, directly asked about the
warking possibilities in the area. Whitewater, however, was a small city in relation to its

surrounding areas of Madison and Milwaukee. A large portion of the population was due to the

" Charles R. Smith, to The Officers and Members of the Morris Pratt Institute Association, 21 May, 1931. Transcript
in the hand of Melvina E. Hostak, special collections, HAL Library, University of Wisconsin Whitewater,

Wisconsin.
7% "Spiritualist School Opens ” Altoona Mirror (PA). 4 October, 1935
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State Teachers College and those students proved to be at the heart of competition for work.
In a letter to a student inquiring about the working possibilities in the area, the secretary of the

Morris Pratt Institute, Marvina Hostak, replied:

..but | regret sincerely that Whitewater is a small school town and the State College is
located there and most of the few places that are open for students are quickly
“grabbed” by the college boys and girls. Each year we are hoping some new industries

might come there so that our students may have a chance.”

The lack of industry in Whitewater proved to be a hindrance to prospecting students.
Also worth mentioning is the competition for work between the State College students and
those from the Morris Pratt Institute that is shown through the statement above. It would be
plausible evidence to suggest prejudice in the community towards the institute when it came to
hiring opportunities. However, the institution did its best to try to allow the most desirable
students entrance-- even if that meant that they would have to work off their board and room.

In another letter from the secretary of the institute to a prospecting student was written,

We have not much work to offer students to offer complete expenses but we have to
have someone was dishes and wait on tables, for which board is given and occasionally
room rent if other minor duties are thrown in. We also have to have someone to clear

the halls and stairs but this would not meet your entire expense.”

& Secretary of Morris Pratt Institute, to Mrs. Jane Baker, 19 August 1930. Transcript in the hand of Melvina E.
Hastak, special collections, HAL Library, University of Wisconsin Whitewater, Wisconsin,

& Secretary of Morris Pratt Institute, to Mr. Heath, 6 August 1931, Transcript in the hand of Melvina E. Hostak,
special collections, HAL Library, University of Wisconsin Whitewater, Wisconsin,
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However, by the time this letter was written in 1931, the institute was barely keeping
itself afloat. The Great Depression had hit the nation hard, and the school felt the effects.
Economically, students were not able to afford schooling, board, and rent costs without
dependabie incomes or jobs. The institute itself was facing financial troubles due to past
investments that had to be charged as losses.” Other financial losses included the foreclosure
of property mortgages elsewhere that “...will no doubt bring but half or less than half the
appraised value.””® The schoo! had been financially hit hard and the inability of access to
student jobs created a tremendous problem-- one that the school could no longer afford. It
was even mentioned in the Presidents annual report of 1930 that the school was “depleting its
finances rapidly and that the cost per student is out of reason with the receipts.” The report
also mentioned stricter policies in general, including setting standards for the admission of
students depending on age, education level, and importantly to “interest prospecting student
to attend especially the student who is self supporting.””’ Costs to upkeep the building and the
general standard of living increase meant that tuition prices needed to have been raised during
the institute’s lifetime to balance its wallet. However, since its opening in 1903, costs of tuition
and board barely changed at all. The Great Depression was a hard hit for the country, and

couldn’t have come at a worse time for the institution. Therefore, with a lack of enrollment

5 Mr. Smith President of Morris Pratt Institute, to The Officers and Members of the Morris Pratt Institute
Assaciation, 1929, Transcript in the hand of Melvina E. Hostak, special collections, HAL Library, University
of Wisconsin Whitewater, Wisconsin,

° Secretary of Morris Pratt Institute, to Mr. Heath, & August 1931, Transcript in the hand of Melvina E. Hostak,
special collections, HAL Library, University of Wisconsin Whitewater, Wisconsin,

77 Charles R. Smith, to The Officers and Members of the Morris Pratt Institute Association, 21 May, 1931, Transcript
in the hand of Melvina E. Hostak, special collections, HAL Library, University of Wisconsin Whitawater,

Wisconsin.
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and funds, the school was forced to shut down in 193273, The school reopened for a short

period after that in 1935 and had enrollment “operating on a modest scale.””® However, the

years of prosperity were long gone for the institute, and due to the small size of the community
and lack of jobs for students, the school building in Whitewater was closed in 1938 and sold in
1547.%° However, it wasn’t the official end of the Morris Pratt Institute; the school bought a

tract of land in Milwaukee during the same year, and a more modern learning facility was built

that still exists today.®!

After the closure of the school, the old mansion was sold frequently, but sadly not much
was made of it. The building was not in prime condition by the time the school closed, as
described in the annual Presidential meetings in the 1930’s that upkeeps and repairs were
often noted in need. The selling of Pratt’s dream probably had him shaking in his boots in the
spiritual world, because through his will he forbade to ever have it sold. However, through
loopholes, it was sold to Mr. and Mrs. Bigus of Chicago who transformed the building into a
healing home for aged spiritualists. After about 14 years, the building was sold again to George
Fowler and he converted it to be used as girl dormitories for students at the State College.?
For reasons unknown, the dermitory did not last long and Leo Perry was the last purchaser of
the building; in attempts to remodel the old house into offices, he tore off the third floor.

According to a local newspaper, the building became an idle “eye soar” for the community, and

% “site of Old Whitewater Institute Bought for New Telephone Exchange.”Janesville Daily Gazette (WI). 18

September, 1958.
fg “Fortune Made on Ore in U.P. Helps Spiritualists.” Daily Globe {Ironwood, Mi). 28 October, 1935
5 “Temple Stood on Center 5t.: Pratt made Whitewater a center of Spiritualism.” Whitewater Register {W1). 15

_ June, 1972: pg 9.
** Morris Pratt Institute. Centennial Book of Modern Spiritualism in America. Chicago: The Association, 1948, 127.

# vSite of Old Whitewater Institute Bought for New Telephone Exchange."Janesville Daily Gazette (WI}. 18
September, 1958; pg 4.
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neighbors approved of its complete destruction.® Perry sold the lot to the local telephone

building and in 1961 the mansion was leveled and the telephone company which replaced the

school still exists there today.

Society and the community had played a role to shape the institutes life in Whitewater
and the Morris Pratt Institute played a similar role in shaping the community. The school’s
principles of tolerance and acceptance slowly rubbed off on the community. Especially with the
growth of the Normal School, Whitewater flourished as a place of higher learning where
important values were nourished. As mentioned, community members and State college
students embraced the Morris Pratt Institute by attending weekly services and the community
seemed to accept the institute and its culture—even if they didn’t take the beliefs seriously.
The institute’s location brought a lot of new culture and business to the core of the town.
However, many factors within the community also led to its fall. The most important being that
jobs were scarce, and they were first offered to the State College students. This bias could
contend with many hypotheses, but an important one being that although the community
welcomed the school and its business, they were not complete believers in actual Spiritual
work. Many of the original Spiritualists in the area were very old when the school was
constructed, and therefore did not live long enough to see the school’s end. The movement
was slowing down, and in a small town that did not have a large group of believers to begin

with, its close support network was practically non-existent. The location in such a small town

83 vsite of Old Whitewater Institute Bought for New Telephone Exchange.”Janesvifle Daily Gazette (W1). 18
September, 1958 pg 4.
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made it difficult for the institute to flourish economically and therefore it moved to the much

larger city of Milwaukee, Wisconsin.

The once prestigious and beautiful learning institute surrounded by the elegance of elm
trees, is not remembered by many. The belief in Spiritualism, as learned, was not completely
ironic of the time and the movement itself was shaped by important political, economic, and
social events during the 1™ and early 20" century. It was a unique addition to the small,
farming town of Whitewater. Due to the nationwide popularity of Spiritualism, it came to be of
existence. Wars, financial highs and lows, and social issues such as temperance and equality
had different impacts on the movement which were reflected in the school through its
criticism, enrollment, community involvement, and its eventual closure. The State School, now
the University of Whitewater Wisconsin, continues to pass on witch and ghost stories that have
evolved over time. However, most of the evidence used is wrong and they would be surprised
to find out that séances bringing back the dead were happening through a prestigious learning
institute based on science and the strong desire for religious reassurance during the time
period. In fact, this may be a ghost story, but a ghost story that Morris Pratt so firmly believed
in that he started the first Spiritualist College in the United States, and possibly the world in

1903, in the little town of Whitewater, Wisconsin.
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buildings were replaced, and have since been much enlarged,
while many additions have been completed. The group now
includes an administration building, a schoolhouse, a chapel, a
dining hall, a dormitory and a shop. The average attendance
is between two and three hundred, ‘

The Northwestern Military Academy wag moved from High-
land Park, INinois, to Lake Geneva, in 1911. The managers of
the school purchased forty acres on the south shore, formerly
owned by the Kaye family, and for many years a popular amuse-
ment park. Major R. Davidson and one hundred of his pupils
held Memorial Day services there in May of that year. Al] of
the soldier organizations of the county were invited to be present
and the program included speeches by the commandant and par-
ade drill by the boys. Buildings were erected in 1912, and the
school has been maintained on a high plane of efficiency since
that time, ranking with the leading military training schools of
the country,

No history of education in Walworth County would be com-
plete without an account of the Morris Pratt Institute at White-

mention of it, it seemg fitting that the circumstances leading to
its establishment, angd its aims and accomplishments be given
a place in this record.

ing of a diteh digger. He was of a very religious character and
a firm believer in the teachings of spiritualism, which had many
adherents in the city at that time. One of the mediums who
came to hold seances with thig group was Mrs. Mary Hayes,
of Madison, a daughter of Chief Justice Lyon, During one of
her visits, she came, so it was averred, under the control of an
old German professor, who had lived and died in northern Wis.
consin thirty yearg before. Morris Pratt asked the professor
for help in bettering himgelf financially. The answer was a
question, “Do you want money for yourself, or for the good of
humanity?’ He replied that if he hag money he would use it
to help the world to know more about spiritualism. The control
told him that if he would follow his directions, he would gain a
fortune. Pratt was directed to a certain location in the Gogebic
range, in northern Wisconsin, Where rich deposits of mineral
were to be found.
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He located the spot in an unsettled region, filed a claim and
began to dig. In a short time a rich vein of iron was uncovered,
and as the news of the find spread, prospectors flocked to the
region. Mr. Pratt was offered $50,000 for his claim, but on the
advice of Mrs. Hayes, refused. A second offer of $100,000, she
told him to sccept. He returned to Whitewater, and put half
of his fortune into a building for the use of the Spiritualist
Society. The building was of three stories, built of brick, and
was called by scoffing neighbors, “Pratt’s Folly.”

Mr. Pratt believed that a school should be provided where
religious prejudices and misconceptions of spiritualism could be
banished. To this end he deeded the building and land to seven
well-known spiritualists, as trustees, to establish a school. Money
was provided to equip the building and the Institute was dedicated
in 1902.

The first president was Moses Hull; the present one is Charles
R. Smith. Vice President Thomas Grimshaw is the resident
director. The school is under the authority of the national body,
the Spiritualists of America, and is the only school of its kind
in the world.

The growth was slow, because of the prevalent idea that
mediums needed no knowledge or training. The unseen intelli-
gences which control them, being all-knowing and all-powerful,
it was argued, preparation for the work of a medium was unnec-
essary. That idea has been overcome, and the last ten years
have seen a marked increase in interest and attendance.

From time to time, bequests have been made to the institute,
which have provided an ample endowment, and the future of
the school is assured. While special attention is given to develop-
ing mediumship, students are warned that the school does not
make mediums, it only seeks to provide the most favorable con-
ditions for developing natural psychie gifts.

The group of people connected with this school have the
respect of the community. They are known as exemplary citi-
zens, broad-minded and tolerant, while their honesty and sin-
cerity is unquestioned.

Mr. Beckwith, in his earlier record of the county, observes
that “neither son nor daughter of these seventeen towns has
gained great distinction in literature or other form of art,” which
is true in a literal sense, but if the word “great,” were omitted
it would be far too sweeping.

The early writers of the county may not have been artists
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The Strange Story of
“Pratt’s Folly™ at White-
water, the Only Spirit-
ualist School in the
Country, and How It
Was Established by a
Grateful Man Who-
Found Great Wealth at
the Direction of Unseen
Hands From the World
Beyond.
By CONSTANCE BLRYHAM.
FS the‘human mind, in rare 85-hes
[ more than ordinary s on, eor

down Lthe misty avenues of the tn-
ture apd sight truths which arw

" oot tr be revealed in thelr aotirety for

hundreds of years®

Have there betn per<ons In every age
wh), hke Joan of Arc hiave heard ¢ ed
ucheat] b7 men and becn led ¥ a vis, n
which was [nvluble to the rest f the world?

Nearly halt a2 contury before Sir O} ver
Lanige aad Sir Conua Duyle electrified tha
&ulentific world Ly asdert ng the reality of
ﬁl’llfithsll‘l. 3 Wisconsia man, i ting in 3
sptritualist seance, made 2 vow which ted to
the establishroeat In Wisconsin of the feat
permaneat mstitntiwon for apiritualism la
the world

‘The older resulents of the state w  recall
the axcitement that swept through thenlogi-
cal circirs when it became known Lhat Mor-
ria Fratt of Whitewater had “taken up™
epirituallzm, that he had received 3 message
in & sewnce, and that he was gning to erect
a building for the cause “For the caupe?”

. Eoeered ogoe orthndar divine to anuther.

“More Lhiely tor the devi himself ™
Nur were the ancers confined to the racka
of an eataged dergy whn viewed sptritual-
fsm a3 the favnnite stampiog ground of the
borond Gewd For the white haired citi¢>na
of Wint-watar will tell you today that thers
wat Hardly o nemon an thet own who did
not e le ale Mr Pratt when he (1) the toun-
dat ya [ur the lirge three slory stru~ture
that naw h ranes 2 school which hes becomae

~knnan from Aust~alia to Loadon

$ORATY 3 U OLLY  they called 1t 10 th e
days and Pratt 5 Folly (¢ weewed like-
1y w reitinn  fur Mr, Pratt sdmitted thal he
himsedl dad not kDow exactly what use tha
spirit control would designate fur the buud-
log Mut he Luilt (it large andbepaclous, and
deapite the jeers of Hia fellow townsamen,
declared ecreoely that good use would Le
tound fur b gilt It wia ool until yeary
Liter, in 1902, that bo gave the deed of the
property tn aeven well known spiritealmta
to act a3 a board of tru-tees for o 2pirg-
walost R himl 'Y
. Today, il curivady prowpls pou L anier

HE TAKES HER

AbVICE AND STRIKES
IRON DEFOSITS OF
UNTOLD WEALTH e

Upp bt—The gray facade of
Morria Pratt [astitute, Whitewater.
Lower left—A photograph of Morria
Pratt taken some years before hu
death. Lower right—Prof. A. J.
Weavrkr, aow 93 years of age,
principal emeritus of the saststute

the qulet building placed to a selting of tall
elms, a golt voiced woman with wile blge
eyes will tell you btat the leading psychol
ogiata and k‘l}pllau of the world admit the
valldity of apirit commun: ation, and that
the Lime {s cowntng when the whole world
may beat a footpath to the doar of all such
ﬁcbgoln as the Murris Pratt ipstitute Later
you learn that she ls Miss Allce Hughes,
who has apent years in studying the Laws of
clhiirroyance. mediumsbip  aod  pspchie
pheaofnona. -

She pauses for 3 moment, ahile her hiue
eyes seem lost 1o distances beyond human
ben. Then she shikes off ber mood of ab-
gurption, erpluns that she Is herell a
medium and that her work at the instituta

melstd in Interpreting the underlying lawa
of medizmship to the studefits who wsme
there {n rhe next breath she hurries on to
dasdre yuu that when Morets Pratt provided-
fye a school of apiritualism be was laying
the fyutidatons for a mavemenot that will
grow agd develop untll It opras up new
apiriludl vistad fur the entire ruce

And you woodes”3s the shaduws of late
alternavn ereep through the lung curridor,
whether or oot nbe {s rlght in proctamlag
ahlritualam a3 the religion which will giva
wings tu the humin scul Aa for Morris
Prutl, waa he a (anstic deluded by the tricks
of a clever medium, or a being guidad by
superior spicit koowledge®

duat a word about the locideat that led
Morris Pratt to found the schoul, for' It s
a4 Pull of mystery aod romance 13 2 talh
ul the yrieat. [magine the scene [Hr Four-
nell—d4 groug of eager wmen iad women

Milwaukee Sentinel May 25, 1924
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gathered hou 1 med m lo 2 dum ¥ ighted
ruom Morris Pratt, perhaps niore eager
than the others, declared that it be pros-
pered fnaoclally he would give Hberally to
the cause. lmmedlataly, so the story gues, the
contrul apoke through the medium aond ad-
vised him to buy a cerliin tract of lund in
tha Gogebic mountaing nhe{e he wa3 cegs.
taln to find iron ors,

WI'I'H all possible haate .he purcbased the
land, but found oo ore, So he returned

to the medlum In deapair, romplalaing that
he bad been mlsguided. Once more the'con-
trol spoke through the medium aod told
him that if he went a second time and fol-
lvwed directions he would find the coveted
wealth And on hils second trip Morris
P'ratt fovad rich deposlta of iron, sold his
land for a tabulous sum and cetired (o
wealth

It 0 tnlque tale which has becomes
mo ply shronded In mystery with the
passlng of tims But a3 Fou talk with the
principal, H. F, {tecord, you discover that
the Inatitute L3 still domliaated by the pamas
alngienens of purpese and the same Inien-
ajty of taith which must have characterized
iy founder Like a preafdiog genius, Prol
A. J Wearer, the principal emeritus of the
school, mores through the rooms from time
to Lime Although he la 93 years of age, he
maintiias an active {nterest in Lbe tnstilule
and gives coundel ln the inferpretatlon of
poychuy Liwa,
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There are two departments, one

Wwering
the academlc curriculum of rthe publig
schools, ahd the other devoted to payehig
research, updes the direeting of Mg
lughes. .

3 HOLSANDS ¢ men aod 4 roen are

having psychic  experlen ~  overy
day,” +he observed thoughtful y Thou-
3ands upon thiuaands Many ﬂf"'thﬂﬂ‘-ﬁ‘-ﬁ-
divmayed at the revelation »f rheir bhidden
powers (or they do nnt know how to i-e oe
gulde this marvelous gilt ¢ ~ensitiveness
which has been impuarted to thom What wa
want to teach them s that 1 doam b o apd
paychic  osénst iveac«s  ar natara  vome
patible both with spricual snl nscamd
lawa,”

Mlas Hughes sxplaios riat 4 Lifs 2 mos
tion aod vibration and that ths vibrations of
the apiritual reatm are not only moes rapid,
but also bigher and finer than thye ¢ ths
phystcal The madium, then, ia 3 person wha
can bold himself to the higher fevel and
achie¥e such harminy with the <pir) world
that be catchea the higher vibration; Ia
Lhe cose of trance contrc' whi h 13 In reale
itr o form of inspiratln the pirit ~tunds
back of the medium 1nd speaits thriugh
blm

Although mediumahip necedsitatr w0 una
deralanding of the almoat Inacrutabls mint«
testatlons of soul and spleit. the sabject Ls
approached from 3 scleatific poiat ¥ viaw,

accordink tn Miss Hughes The otudy of
wvenliungsd am Page Eighiesa,
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Continued From Pace Threw
peychology and an understanding of the
nervons.&yatem and the operation of the hn-
man miad (orm the basis of the course, tot
it 13 her theory. that the mind s the common
means of communication between departed
splrita and thelr triends on earth,

g k her I she beliaves an Grm-
1y n -8p world as {n the materisl
world about her, she will explain with re.
stralned tervor that phenomena ot the spirit
world are as convinclng as the demonstrated
facts of sclence. The secrst liss In dee
veloping sensitiveneas to aplrit vibrations,

UITE suddealy you are conscious that

darknesy has descended and that you
have lingeréd too long to probe the myse
terfes of the apirit world And as youn hurry
out upon the drowsy atreet, you realixe thaj
you bave come away a3 you enlered-—witR -
an unangwered questlon upon your lipe,

[ltusion or reality?! Tims alons holds the
Andwer,
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“Spook Temple”, Ghost of Past to End

Morris Pratt [nstitute, Local Landmark, to be Replaced
By Tentatively Planned Hospital

By Mary Lou Nicsen

In the annal f the past, Wlitewaler
has possessed the enly school of it. lamd
in the whole world . . . the Morn Dratt
Institute, the first fully equipped ins i u-
tion of learning established wunder the
auspices of Spirilualism, Since the forma-
tion of tentative plans to estabhi h a aty
hospidal . the fanmbar old  bwmlding,
W.5.T.C. wonders .. will thi be the pa
ing of the unique local landmark?

As a memento of lus gratitude for direc-
tion which he believed came from invisble
intelbgences, Morris Prail, a resident of
Whitewaler, erected th building at Cen-
ter and Third streets in 1888. The entire
$65,000 structure contained the late t mod

authority.

4. No discrimination caused Ly one's
Wea

o. Avoidan  of all cctarian ruts.
asicn ¥, 1e idea of the school was
that while spiritualislt workers increase the
psychic power they posse  to the lughest
degree, they also cultivate their mental
and moral powers by acquirmge hierary
tasles and noble aspiration expre sed in
love of books, nature, truth, and progres..
The spe aalty of the “Spook Temple” was
m iruction m religion pertaining Lo Smr
itualism. It claims Lhat a sensilive could
exercise hs psychic powers openly and un-
exposed lo  neers, slight, and injury to
I ocial  standing. Medium huip  was

i &:’W bl {?‘5,*“ L AN
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MORRIS PRATT INSTITUTE

ern conveniences; sieam heat, eloetricity
and the improved DBelgian lamps, closets,
hot and cold water, and baths. The Insti-
tute consisted of accommodations for thirty
students, a kitchen, dining room, reception
room, laundry, classrooms, a church audi-
torium, and the Psychic room. The lat-
ter, placed in a remote corner of the third
floor, was never occupied or used for any-
thing except seances. Iis care was pro-
vided by a spirit band which cleansed the
whole room from psychic wmatler and in-
jurious magnetisms to keep 1L sweet, pure,
and desirable for sitlings.
Spiritual Principles

According to  BMr. T'rall’s  convictions,
there should be a school, under the :aus-
pices of Spiritualism, which  should be
free from religious prejudices and mis-
conceptions. To him, the principles in true
education should lead to making students
original thinkers. Accordingly, the prin-
ciples of the school were:

1. Maintenance of the individuality of
cach student.

2. Freedom of thought and expression.

3. Reason and experience the highest

popular here; prized as "a pearl of great
value” ils development was encouraged and
assisted,

Surpr1 mgly so, the school was not ex-
clusively for mediums or Spiritualists.
Open {o all who desived self improvement
and as good an education as could be giv-
en in two years, the Inslitute offered Lo
equip ils students with training in pro-
gressine thought. AN people entering
were obliged Lo “cast off” any enslaving
halwis of “vulgarily, profunity, strong
drink, tobacco, opium, or other injurious
drugs.”

Active Three Years Ago

A mg the ullural recreational oppor-
tunities fered were pl ysieal and voice
culture, oratory, music and Salurday eve-
nig galherings, where dancing, laughter,
mare ing, frolic and fun “drove away all
t1* weariness {rom the hard week's work,
and all the despondency and inharmony
which may exist in the mind.”

Until three years ago, the Institule was
active, but lack of studenis necessitated
its closing. Although for the duration,
the new heospital may not be an actual
reahty, the future passing of the old In-
<bilute is inevitable.
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For a few years the structure
¢ stood idle. Then, just as It was
about to assume the forlorn ap-
pearance which all unused build-
ings take on the Mocrizs Pratt In-
stitute sign wes replaced by a
much farger one — the "College
House™ For the place began
func !oning =3 a dormitoty for
girls a tend g Wisconsln State
college

However, with the completion
ot & new girls” dormitory near the
campus, the College house wns
vacated. The future of the build-
ng s atill in doubt. It stands,
now without a name to designate)
It. And et who knows what
name wars it tus bulding
which s he 0 ealled 9y so many
HALH 4 sline HERT




RN

'sbecyieseFor sevoral weeks it has been! __

b2
=
-
-~
k3
"
Fail
:
x =
T =
t

toanfLidhad | oA gRUaYy

v

SRR T AT Ty T
e <40 f 23

obvious that Whitewater's,
“Spooks Temple,” a name given;
the building by several genera-
tions of local citizens, was about
to pass from existence. Early in
the summer Leo Perry, its pres-
ent owner, hired workmen to tear
it down to its present first floowm
level. Ho planned to convert it!
into an apartment house.
According to information given
the city officials by Stiglitz, the
hane company's proposed build-
ng will be 7214 by 4204 feet, It
will be designed to fit its sur-
roundings and its business office
will face Center and Ird streels
while tho equipment area will he
sitvated facing the Eberle and
Dunn properties. It will be a one-
story building and while sufficient
acreage must be abtained to pro-
vide for two possible fulure ex-

pansions, the only section which'{
would ever be enlarged would be
the partion of the building housing
the equipment.

Miss Lilah Eberle, one of the
two property awners whose land
abuts the site, was present to
voice her approval of the phone
company's plan,

Stiglitz said after the meeting
that his company would sell its
present building at the corner of
Center and Ind streats. He added
that in the changeover to the dial
system none of the present per-
manent employes would lose thair
jobs and that should any new
help be hired between now and
the time the building is complet-
ed, it will be on a temporary ba-
sis,

Though in recent years the
empty and unused Morris Pratt
bullding has been considered
somewhat of an “'eyesore’ within
the city, this was not always the
case, It was built in 1883 by Pratt,
a believer in spiritualism who
struck it rich after being directed
at a seance held hera to invest in
rich mining land around Iron-
waod, Mich, His institute, ot one
time, had the distinction of heipg
tha only training school for spir-
$tualists in the country. It attract-
ed notables from throughout the
land. Clarence Darrow, the fa-
mous criminal !awyer, once spent
seversl dnys inspecting the
school.

When Prait’'s plans for the
building itsolf were announced,
the people, according to old rec:
ords at the lacal library, laughed
at the idea of a three-story build-
and called it “Pratt’s Folly.”

A few montha before his death
in 1902, Pratt gave a deed to the

J

« huilding to seven well-known spir

itualists, naming them as a board
of trustees to operate a *Spiritu-
allst FEducational Institution.”
Containing accommodations for
50 students and including a large
auditorium, classrooms, offices,
reception rooms, dining reoin,
kitchen and laundry, the years
between 1910-15 found the student
body numbering as many as 43 in
& term, A repular course of study
lasted  two yea)s and special{
- - -3
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WHITEWATER LANDMARK GOING DOWN—The Wiscons n Telephone Co. will build a new ex-
change at the site of the old Morris Pratt Institute in Whitewal r. At one time the institute was the
only training school for spintualists in the country. Famed cri mal lawyer Claren e Darrow once
spent several days inspecting tho school. Tt has been owned by Leo Perry for the past three years,

Site of Old Whitewater Institute
B ught/ for Ne#‘i{ Telephone Exchange

Q
ATl 17t
WHITEWATER— H J Stghtz
manager of the Fort Atkinson,
Jelfer on and Whiewater ex-
changas of the Wisconsin Tele.
ph ne Co., said Wednesday his
company would exer i e its option
to buy the corner lot at Center
and N, Third streets which, since
1888, has been the si e of the Mot-
ris Pratt Institute building., The

operated e faith h aing s hoal
here for about 14 years, Upon the
death of Mr. B u  his wife rent.
ed the building to George Fowler
1182 W. Walworth Ave, wha con-
verled it into a d rmtory for
coeds from tk~ | al Sate Col-
lege.

Three yea sa n L Perry pur-

et/
urses were offered for grad e
work
In the spring of 1932 the sc ool
was closed by a dreep in err §-
ment. However, it was reopened
in the mid-30s
Though Pratt's will forbade ell-
ing the building the board of
trustees found a loophola an in
the early 140s 5 1d it to a Mr.| chased the p ty from the Bi
company plans to build & modern|and Mrs, Bigus, Chicago, who| gus estz e,
exchange there preliminary to T —
converting local servi e te ther '
dial system. 1
Stiglitz” anno mcem nt follow I
& meeting of ¢ e city's b ard of ¢ ;
zoning appeasat whiham n !
was unanimously adepted grant-
ing “variances" in a city ovdi-
nance which states that a building |
there should be set hack 8 fect
from the road. Stiglitz and a
building engineer from the com-
(pany's Milwaukee office, had: J '

|asked that the setback be 10 fest. | L g1
1 Other members of the planning e "‘"Eh !
hoard present were BIrs, Geraldf ! oo T i"';.:"!'!..»"'l
Coxe, Lyl Enright, Dr. Leonard . P 3 }h'zi
Winn and_ City Mapager C. F.{ Yo L ibhal
Trinkle. S&DC&E&"MJ’ |[ . L f'ftr,_:;,
T AL

o
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40 FABLED PEOPLE AND PLACES

. pook Temple
Legenda of creepy goings-on in Whitewater have
been passed down seemingly forever to incoming
freshmen at the University of Wisconsin branch there.

It probably all started in 1889 with the Morris Pratt
Institute, the nation’s only Spiritualist college. The college
near downtown Whitewater was funded by an elderly
gentleman by the name of Morris Pratt following the
discovery of iron ore in Wisconsin after a Madison psychic,
Mrs. Mary Hayes, had advised him where to dig. The
institute featured regular Sunday lectures on such topics as
“Mediumship Explained,” and its third floor boasted an
all-white room specially designed for séances. The
townspeople called the building, located on the corner of
Third and Center, the Spook Temple. The “temple” was
eventually torn down, but the Pratt Institute still maintains
offices in Wauwatosa.

Even before the establishment of the Pratt Institute,
however, rumors of witches in Whitewater ran rampant to
the point that the town, according to one newspaper
article, was “the second biggest center of witchcraft in the
country ” The tales vary but supposedly there existed an
active coven in the late nineteenth century that held rituals
in tunnels and maintained a sacrificial altar located either
in the field behind what is now the university’s Wells Hall
dormitory or in Oak Grove Cemetery. The sacrificial altar,
along with several dead coven members, is said to be
buried at the location where the altar once stood. And it
sh uld be added, Wells Hall all gedl has experienced
mu tiple hauntings since it was buil 1n the late 1960s. The
gh sts are usually young adults v h  had died in tragic
a 1dents

One of the most enduring town legends concerns
Whitewater s three cemeleries which, when connected
with lines n a map, form a near-perfect isosceles triangle
with the omincus nickname Witch's Triangle All buildings

Glod{lra? Lindo & camd mdw«ﬁi (,VEL

¥

and the land along the triangle’s sides are said to be
haunted. Calvary Cemetery, high on a hill above the
campus, is rumored to be particularly dangerous, with
gates that close on unwitting freshmen dumb enoughto -
have sneaked in at night. According to campus wisdom,
an axe murderess, Mary Worth, is buried there, and every
Halloween she sallies forth from her grave to vent her
rage on new victims.

More recently, in the fall of 2003, while hiking on trails -

in the same general vicinity as Calvary Cemetery, a uni-
versity professor and several others witnessed a strange

flying object. Thoroughly convinced they had seen a UFQ, '

they posted flyers around town asking people who had
also glimpsed the UFO to come forward.

A more grisly piece of emetery lore dates from
Halloween night in 1970, when unknown persons
exhumed the coffin of a baby girl from one of the graves
and left the sad httle corpse on the step of the
university’s student center where it v as discovered the
next morming. Some linked the deed t antiwar protestors,
some to drunken Hallow een pranksters

Not far from Wells Hall and alvary Cemetery is the
old stone water tower in Starin Park, Wisconsin’s second-
oldest municipal tower still in operation. It has been
whispered that various groups had held rituals in the park
around the tower attracting or creating malignant entities
in the process. Supporting this allegation was the fact that
until 2004, the park was surrounded by an 1ron fence with
pointed spikes that tilted inward, as if to heep things in
rather than out.

As for the witches’ tunnels, there i1s something of a
tunnel system between a few of the city’s oldest mansion-
size homes These tunnels may ha e sen ed as Under
ground Railroad hideaways for escaping slaves at one
time but one of them is connected with a trul  pooky
story One night in 1981 member fth Alpha Sigmn
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itities sorority were sitting down to dinner at their house at 614
t that : West Main when they heard strange noises in the
with - basement.
n : < The young women rushed downstairs to find the
basement floor co ered with bricks and debris that had
a " popped out from a boarded up tunnel that was unknown
1on- to them. The hou e is now widely regarded as being
haunted.
- r : Some like to say that Whitewater s disturbances stem
y ) ~ from the fact that development of th city bwltn ar Tripp

1 . and Cravath lah  de troy d man acred Native Ameri
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can burial grounds. The small Indian Mounds Park still
exists on the west side of town.

Whitewater Lake, another former home of the area’s
tribes, has its share of weirdness too. In 1909, large ice floes
were found floating on the lake—in June! And in 1923,
several fishermen claimed that when their boat capsized,
they were pulled underwater by something with long
tentacles. The men came back to the surface with great
difficulty and with small bite marks covering their bodies.
And in 1992, three people renting a house on Whitewater
Lake noticed a gathering of black-clad people chanting and
dancing on the beach until they “heard a loud gurgling
noise and saw something start to come out of the lake.”
The trio left in a hurry, but the next morning, police found
small bones and pebbles arranged in symbolic patterns on
the shore where the odd event had occurred

With this strange blend of fact and fiction to keep the
scariness circulating, it's a safe bet that for many years to
come, impressionable new Whitewater students will
continue to sleep with their lava lamps on.

The Second Salem
I'live in Whitewater and ac ordingt legend thewh let wn
ts haunted.

The university that s in town wa ongmally built as a school
for mediums and research into the paranarmal. | have been told
that all possible ways to leave tawn require going over running
water and that the cemeteries form a five-pointed star when
looked at from above. There is a hill behind the student dorms
that is supposed to be where a coven of wilches (evil ones of
course) meet. Also an apartment bullding was once the residence
of a guy who fancied limself a master of the black arts and |
haunted.

Whitewater has been referred to as the “Sec nd Salem ~ 1 can
attest that some areas of town just really give me the creeps,

The problem 1s this There s reputed to be documentation telling
about th weird things in town. However the town council has
ade sure that none of that exists in town anymore —teff Woosley
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:he life beyond. - * 1961. It stood on the corner of
There ls talk of seances and Fremont and Center whers the.
communication with those who phone compmy Us now located.
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CI.I:I Someone who lived there.
.d‘h.mom Hl.mﬂton Hou.-r

prerious years said the “mz“ '
on Malw Street reportedly bai wereactually crldtmlh.n. .

_Whitewater, Wis, - History- Bulldings__

plmtomedtosemhtbe]ocﬂ-s S -
cemeteries after dark for thed?.

elusive folk herd,” Mary Worth.
While. new students become.,
wide-eyed over the prospect of
uncovering something from “the
beyoad,” local residents become
smused, Thay’ve seen and heard
the same thing .f_ur yeurss J

Not Al Fictionr

But not everything connected
with the semlannual
pbepoménon is fction. Them™
were, |odeed, seances In¢
Whitewater. People tried with all
they bad to communicate with
the: dead. ‘And ths seances
weren't dooe in jest. They were,
bued on the most “extensive
scientific research available st
the time. Summoning somecoe
from the pext Efe was serious,
tery serious,

The tale of the seances begina
back i 1889 when-a wealthy
€9-year-old man by the name of
Mords Pratt erects a muajestie
building in Whitewstez,

Pratt, a spiritualist, became
wealthy afler suppotedly belng
told by another spirtualid
where to Invest hls money, Pratt
designed bls building as a temple
and a school for splriBialam,

- - =

—

. “Church u«rmu ‘.-';_

Tht Iusl!tuu wn a
community fsscination for many
years gotl it was forced $0 close
durlng the. Depresiom I

“eetvices™ wern actually listed Iz
the Whitewnter Register under-
“church- noticee”™, Om
evenings people would flock ta
the templa (olfen: called” ™

"Spook’s Témpia™) to "itne-u- -
* specisl seances and lecb.n'uby."' -
. {zmoas spirtnalide: .

The belief that peopl’e eou.ld. -‘
commuonieate: with the.: e -
apparently - stxrted* "with &t
mysierdous-{n@dent in the staty
of. New York In 1848 Twa
young gids heard, myshdoul.
taps- in  thelr room,’ ind-
eventinally developed a code oF
communicatica. *

During the Depresdon, yu.u
of the 1930% the Pratt Institute.
suffered from endowment lomes, .’
and siudents.from the schbol’
wers unable: to find “jobs In
Wh]t"uar.

- L
- S

Closes 3 Years,

The school dosed foc three
years and reopeped In 1935, It
Inally ded a short timse later, By.-,

only to crata more frusiratiom
foe themssives and those who.
will- eo::u to - Whitewater me.r
!. )

The “Ghost of Mary Worth""
is another example of 2
thaf™" ean't be traced to it»:
beginning., To the best
wnyone’s Imowledgs lodxy pa;
. suchy. person ever u:i:ttd
Whitc'wd.er. Az

-
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ST, s A ‘-.-"
-:- The . other " subject
draws ¥ lot of attention every:
semester s the “unde L
tunnel.” -Students believe that®
there [z a network of hmnek-.';
running- throughout the city~i
whers sirange people/ and:
hap cam be uncovered. -~

Aetullly, the word.{

confusasd,
“ynderground tunnel”
Ysigve tunnel” refer the systom J
of helping slxves to escape f.ronro]
thelr Southern owners during <

the Civil War, Ove house In the :
city, .for example, achully.
barbored saves in [ts basement. ~
They, didn’t pet there tirough & 4
tunbel, bhowever They hid In. 7
wizons and sept there during

THE WHITEWATER REGISTER, Whitewater, Wis

August 26, 1976. page 7.
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{continued {rom page 1)

‘ 1)
! . f i . ; ¢ immedlately. In England, as in *Spiritualists  denuunced
. ¥4 Amerea, highly respected men  Margaret’s expose as the ruving
1 ¥ . of letten’ and sclences defended of a poor besotted woman who
s AT . Kate's honesty and insisted on  would do anything for i« ney.

Y

oA SRR

the splrirual nature of the
phenomena produced in her
presence, Her sister Margaret,
who had been waging her own
loting batde with the demon,
drink, Joined her In England ln
1876 and for a time remained

Opponents of Spiritudlism
clamed that Margaret had gven
the death blow to a dishuaest
and immoral farce.”

“A year later she recanted,
sweardng that she had lwen

- &) - Al
o g 1 :ff" there. But ln the spdng of 1885 :’;;kfedmg: ° b'y“ aktll':lic::pu'l:;ﬁ
o o R e ik Kate went back to Amerlca,and o0 0o vecuce wut, dud
- e R her drnking problem soon ] +Syaag
- became mo te. In A which she reaffiemed her belief
- P - ime more acute. BB 1n splrits, also failed. Both she

[4 amested. Margaret, In England, ™20 ware  mourned by
. * wrote letters to Amercan i
=~ , newspapers blaming Spiritualism i’;’,{;lmum thrm;hf-ui the
‘ e for her slster’s misfogtunes. —— . —- Th:.‘"ﬁ'ﬁﬁn_p—:r_e still | 3
- ¢ gl

1837 1987 CITY OF W | EWATER S SESQUICENTENNIAL
PICTURED IS THE MORRIS P ATT INSTITUTE CONSTRUCTED IN 1
TiE MORRIS PRATT INSTITUTE - Cuided by direction which came to Morris Pratl “from invisible

intelligences,” he uccumuluted a smull fortune. As « memento of his grutitude, he dedicated the build.i.g (as skown

above) Lo the study of spirituclism,

e B . o , secls” and some omit it
al " : T : The results? A puzzle Yeft for
' s ] *  “Earller exposes had been the reader to decide. Those with!
. - — ; damaging, but this one, coming 3 will to believe will continue ln‘
. from Margaret herself, believe,
,.':. . 4 . I.hreatcned\lo be the erushing Those having denounced
e e )H - blow. M;rimt exﬂlained to Splritualism in the past will
A\ K e reporters who met her on her contlhue Lo dishelleve.

A - arrival In New York that she and Many are baffled and many

, . Kate had originally begun the pot phased.
,' i rappings to fool thele mother Such [Incidents, however
i and had niade them by throwing  contlnue to keep the Interes
N thelr big loes out of joint; on alive in the world of th *
: 4 Oct, 21, 1888, she demonstrated unknown. °
! the technique to a large audience As [t was stated by the spit
b“ at the Music Hall. She charged messages, “You may expect
£y ; that thelr sister Leah had forced  varlety of things (rom o
- P her and Kate to keep up the soctely,”
L. p spicll-rapping fraud, and
\ 3 denounced her for explolting
b ,3 and tyrannizing them. Kale sat

A In the audience, giving full assent
! -} to Margacet's explanation; Leah
2 ; - refused 6 make any public
; o , comment -

q .

MoRris PRATT 'i *

I
[

kuprelian covv oholo .

1886 she was arrested in
Rochester for drunkenness; in

- May 1888 she was. agaln

*Thus began the expose of 40

ﬁ years of mediumship. By this

; tlme Spirllualism In America had
gone through a1 sardes of
tdumphs and defeats, exposes
and new proofs, dilution as a
teform movement and
constantly lncreasing

fragmentization as z sect of -

ind Kate sank deepsr into
poverty, humiliadon and Jdrink.”
The giels died shortly afiee

puzdle, though there have bccnl
reports of other mediums
besides the Fox sisters. Those
that have done resezrch on the
subject are still quite divided.
Some authors believe and
some do not. This is evident In
that some editions of the historyi
mention Margaret’s retraction
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Morris Pratt Institute

Morris Pratt Institute owes its origin and present existence te th muntticence
ut the late Morri Pratt, a cilizen of Whitewater. Guided hy directi which came
to him frcm invisible intelligences, as he believed, he secumuluted 2 mall fortune.
AS u memento of his gratitude, he erected the Institute building which, for a number
of yemrs, he v el for seances and Services in the interest of Spirituslism

It was Mr Pratt's conviction, growing out of his experience, that their should
be a school under the auspices of Spiritualism, which would be fre: from the religious
prejudices and misconeeptions that dominate some of the present in titutions f learn
ing To make this iden a practical reality, he deeded the building with the land upon
which it stands, free from all encumbrances, to seven well known and reliable Spirit
ualists who wcre to act us trustees of the property. The building contains sleeping
accommodations for fifty stud nts, a large church auditorium, classrooms, offices re-
ception rooms, dining room, kitchen and laundry

The school is based on the idea that while the Spiritualist workers should increase
the psyehic power which they possess to the highest degiee they should alse cultivate
their mental and moial powdri, they should strive to aecquire literary taste and noble
aspirations; they tould becom» Jovers of baoks, of nature, of truth apd progress
or in other words, . houkl he ome in mind and heart cultured, and in manners and
language retined,

A Spiritualist church org nization has heen formed. and public services, which
teachers and students are expe ted to attend, are held weekly in the Institute, under
the supervision of the principil. Second yedar students who have complied with all
the school requirements and u o preparing for o public career, assist the faculty in
conducting the services

Beginning in the month of Jun 1936, & six week summer school sSession was
added to its regular nine month term The summer school term opens this year on
May 31st, and closcs July i6th,

Faculty
Rev Aldrick EE Hai on Principnl  Gruduate with cluss of 1908
Mildted Kull Chenoweth B k. Graduate Northwestern Univorsity School of Speech
and Stute Teacho: ollege, Whitewnter, Wis.

Officers
Mr  hailes B Smith President
Rev Thomas Gr mshaw Vic President
Mr  Jeannette Knepprith Sect tary Treasurer
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Things go bump in the night at Whitewater

By Ann Borgmann Gazette Staff

WIHITEWATER--The tales are told in whispers every Hallowean, when the
moon is high and darkness cloaks the city like a shroud.

They say that Whitewater has a secret, haunted past.

They say ax-murderess Mary Worth is buried in Qak Grove Cemetery, way
up the hill overlooking Washington School. Mary keeps to herself until
Halloween, when she rises from the dead to seek new victims.

Tlhey say covens of witches once met in tho field where UW-Whitewater's
Wells Hall now stands. Rituals were held in underground tunnels.
“Believers" were buried upright around an altar beneath Wells or at one of
three cemeteries in lhe city: Oak Grove, Hillside orf Calvary.

They say there's something strange about those cemeteries. | you line
them up on a map, they supposedly form an Isosceles triangle-—-a shape that
has a direct connection tu salanism. Anything within or near the triangle is
subject to its dark powers,

None of these stories have ever bean proved beyond a reasonable doubt.
But that hasn't stopped students from telling them.

“All tha frashmen here are just fascinated by it." says Noel Doerfler, a
UW-Whitewater sophomore who lives In Wells Hall. **! think a lot of people
believe in ghosts.”

Belleving in ghosts Isn't necessarily a half-baked idea. History shows
that spiritualism did play an important role in Whitewater's development.

In the early 1900s, Whitewater was the home of the Morrls Pratt
Institute, the world's first school of spiritualism.

The school was founded by Morris Pratt, an early pioneer who had
amassed a small fortune thanks to a medium who urged him to invest his
money in a profitable iron mine.

Pratt had promised the medium that if he became rich, he would donate
money to the spiritualist cause.

Residents callod the building “*Spook Temple.” People could enroll in
classes at the school, but for many years, they were barred from a room on
the third floor that was furnished in white and used o conduct seances.

The school sat at Third and Conter streets until it was razed in 1861, It
is now headquariered in Milwaukee.

Other mysterious incidents have occurred in Whitewater.

On Halloween night in 1970, someone exhumed the coffin of an iniant girl
and left it on the UW-W campus mali. No one ever came forward to claim
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responsibility, and police figured it was a Halloween prank.

In April 1925, A.J. Gibertson, a nigh-ranking member of the Ku Klux Klan,
wae found dead on the lawn of tha Methodist Church. Some say he died of
natural causes. Others insist that he was murdered--perhaps by something
otherworldly. .

Wells Hall allegedly is filled with spirits, Doarfler says. Most of them
seem to be children or young adults who died tragically.

“Ben" Is the spirit who lives in Doerfler's room. He died in a car accldent.
DoerHler found out about him last year when she and other students used a
Ouija board to talk to him. They were told that every room in Wells has a
ghost.

Doerfler isn't sure if she really bclioves In ghosts. But she admits that
she shivers every time she looks ou!l her window at the old water tower in
Starin Park.

You see, the water tower stands near thc triangle formed by the three
cemeteries, Legend has it that the barbed wire on the {ence tiits inward 1o
keep mortals out and evil spirits in.

“When | lovk at it, | still get goose bumps,” Doerfler said, ""bocausc it's
supposed to be a witches' tower. it's spooky.”
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Starin Park Watertower, constructed and owned by Whitewater Water Works Company in 1889.
Ownership was transferred to the City of Whitewater in 1912. The steel tank has water capacity of
175,000 gallons. It is Wisconsin's second oldest Municipal Watertower still in operation today
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FROM GHOULIES AND GHOSTIES AND LONG-LEGGETY BEASTIES
AND THINGS THAT GO BEMP IN THE MGNHT,

Goob Lorp, DELIVER 18!

—CORMISH FRAYER



night a year, on All Hallow The, creature of

the invisible world hold sway Wiches mount
their brooms and cavort acro « an inky shy, while spirits
of the dead and the damned wall the carth, _eeking the
warm cmbrace of the hving

Sitly Halloween legends? Perhap  But along the dark,
lonely roads of Walwarth County and amnd the treet of
its quict towns, many a witnes  has lawd clam o a close
encounter of the “werrd  kind
Halloween night

and not just on

To amusc and cntertain you, weve arranged a special
tour of the county’s supernatural hot spot . Just sctile
into bed on some chill autumn eve, when black clouds
blanket the moon and a sighing wind sur the fallen
Icaves. Listen closely for the gentle tap tap tapping of a
withered branch upon your window, for that wall be our
secret signal, calling you mto the dark

Tue Beast or Bray RoaD

The trail of terror begins in 1936 A night watchman at a
rural care institwtion ncar Jelferson (just north ol
Walworth County) was making lus round  As he pas ed
an old Indian burial mound, he spred something alarm-
ing: a dark, hairy beast that eemed part man, part ape,
and part wolf, digging at the ol with e fong claws The
watchman froze, uttenng a prayer When the sharp-
toothed creature wurned and et out a peculiar three-
yllable growl, the man fled into the night, telling no one
ol his encounter but hisywife and son In 1993, the on
recounted the 1 In (én tha weekly called The Labor,
not long afte 3'1 worth County residents had
come forth with si rnilgr staries,

A few years carlicr, wriler Linda Godfrey had begun to
trick down rumors of a werewoll lurking in the Geneva
Lakes area. She spoke with the county humane olficer,
who did have a thick file of edd rural 1ghiings—reports
of a hairy creature that walked on hind 1 gs. He attiib
uted these sightings to a coyote, which can rise on iis
hind legs to pounce. But many others Godfrey spolv
with disagreed, including two local women. On separate
occasions, both ha encountered a bizarre beast on Bray
R?ad, a rural ‘rqut 'gqptsidc Likhorn. In 92 Godlrey
published the wom n$ account in The Walworth County
Week. She kept their name  anonymous, but soon IV
pg\\?g‘tcams rom Milwauk e were interviewing both wu
es about the “Beast f Bray Road '
pE

o T . frst wo an,a \xorlting mother in her twenues, ad
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she wa  heading hame late one night when she saw “this
thing” on the _ide of the road—a hairy creature almost ¢
lect tall. * 1t was kneeling,” she said, “like a human would
do.” As she grew nearer, she could see that the thing was
crouched over something dead, grasping a picce of road-
lall 1 1ts long claws. Oddly, its palms laced up. The crea-
ture turned its head, eyes aglow in her headliglus, and
though she was now close enough to see its “big teeth
and fangs and its pointed cars, it did not [linch. While-
knuckled and shaken, she drove slowly past. All the
while, 1t continued to cye her. *It just looked at me!” she
fter exclaimed.

That was 1989, The woman let the story rest until she
heard about another encounter. In 1991, on a foggy
Halloween night, a local teenage girl wus driving the
same road when she thought she hit something. “My
wheel hified, " she recounted o Godfrey. She drove anoth-
er 50 or 60 [ect hefore she stopped and climbed out of
the car, learing she’d killed or maimed an animal. To her
terror, she spied a hairy man-sized beast springing
toward her on two legs. As she scrambled hack into her
car and spud away, her pursuer left claw marks on the
trunk. Later, she drove the same road after picking up the
daughter of a family [riend. The l-year-old  givl
glimpsed the creature oo, still lurking by the roadside.

Their werce not the only storics. 1n the summer of 1964,
a rural Defavan man was driving home from a mght shift
To ln astenishment, he saw a large, hairy beast leap a
4 foot barhed wire fence and cross the road—on its hind
leg  bhefore taking cover in the lugh corn. The man

TTOWAS ANITLINVG
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teported his sighting 10 a Canadian Bigloot rescarchar,
Johin reen. In 1985, the Mihvaukee Jowrnal ran @ ston
about this encounter titled “More Yeu 1o Come ™ About
ten yous carlier, the same paper had destrbod asseparate
1hting of a large, apelike monster hat attacked o hor ¢
near Fort Atkinson in Jelferson County  just north ol
the Walworth county hne. Both counties have several
thin» in common: lonely rural farms, & long stretch ol
den 17 wooded hills called the Kettle Motane Fore 1,
nd a lot of strange encounters with g, hary creatures

Lot the past few years, the country roads around here
have  ecmed relabvely quiet. I anyone has come acros
the Beast on a dark and Tonely mghe, they ve kept the
try Lo themselves,
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Among those whose spirits cannot
rest, two reasons are common death
1 ones own hand, and death at the
hand of another. But which 15 the
tory of Laura Smith? Perhaps she
told us {from the grave. . ..

1916, the
body of Laura “mith was found
hanging [rom the elins of her
Delavan kitchen, her neck bound to
1 hght hook by a rope. \ jury of
local men quickly ruled her death a
swicide She was buned in Clinton,
teaving behind two young children,
iges ten and one, and her husband,
[ouis H. Smith, a well-c.wablished
Delavanite who worked for the
Bradley Knitting Mill.

November 26,

Wt d vy

Within days of the funeral g ly
f1 ts began to surface The undertak
1s et it be known that Twre body
had bc n covered with brwm ¢ and
la erations. The coroner  onhrmcd
their statement, adding that he had
probably died the praviou alt ¢
noon—and not just after her ho

bund and children had gone to hed,
as Louis himsell had claimed  An
inquest and an arrest quictl
lowed. As Louis Smith languished in
1 local jail, his ten-year old on wa
Alled 1o testify at 4 prelmuinary
hearing. The day hefore his mather

hedy was discovered, ud the boy
lis Gather had handed him pieces of
her hair ind sent lnm out 1o sell
them “th

which hi,

Nocks fetched 50 cents,
lather collected)
wisistor Linna Smuh, produced a

[tter in which Laura had conlided
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she was leaving her hushand. Apparently she never got
the chance

The evidence of murder was mounting. A hemanologist
who had visited the Smith house discovered hlood stains
scattered about the entire first Moor. [t appeared someone
had tried to wipe them away, but faled Perbaps the most
damning testimony came from a private investigator
who'd heen planted in a cell next o Louis Smith. The
accused, believing he was confiding in
allegedly confessed his puilt.

1 gangster,

A formal wrial ensued in March, but the private investiga
tor—the prosecutions star witness—~faled o appear
After four briel hours, the jury (several of whom had
known Smuth through a fraernal organization) returned a

Students enrolicd at Whige-
waters Pratt Instunte stuched
welture, acligion, and the
Jiner points of convennyg
with spirits  The wmstunie
operated here friom 1888 (o
1932, when it moved (o
Milwaidiee The burlding was
later vazed to make way for a
moie com entronal commum
cation business  the - phong

contpn
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Big Foot Beach State Park was once the site ¢
the Tdaho Lodge, where ghostly riders and sol
hing spirits were reportedly at home at the tr,

of the century.

B vewdict of “not guilty.” Lows Snuth movec
’ to Milwaukee, leaving lis two clildien u
. be adopted by different Bumlics

P Many Delavanites were not content with
2 the jurys verdict, and neither, it would
scem, was Laura Smih Those who
moved into the Smiths Fifth Street rey-
dence after her death spoke of strange
sounds in the house, and some even
tlumed to have seen an apparttion in the basement. The
phenomena continued until 1925, when they stopped
completely.

1 sy

In that year, ar the age of 57, Louis I Smith quictly
passed away.

(Drawn from a story appearing n the Defavan Fnterprise,
1991, by historian Gordon Yadon.)

Tue Gnost or PuanNtTom LAnr

Fong ag , before whie settiers came 1o this arca, three
Indian lovers met heside the waners of Phantom Lake near
Mukwaor ago Thar haunting story gave the lake its name
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Two nival tribes had camped at the lake that fuchul sun-
mer, the first beside the water, the other high on a hill s
the apposite shore. Every day, a beawtiful maiden fron
the lakeside tribe would slip her canoe into the wates
and paddle round. he was so lovely that her peoples
strongest brave had begun to court her, But _he hal
another, secret love: the leading brave lrom the tnbe on
the hull

Late one Augu t night, the maiden guded her canoe to the
micldle of the lake, and the brave rom the hill paddled ou
1o meet her Ths rval waiched their tryst from the shor.
I 1lled wath jealous rage, he scized hi weapoms and set ou
alier the parr, and as his canoe neared theirs, he shot an
arrow al lu enemy.  adly, it did not (ind its mark. Tle
maiden placed her body before her lovers, and the shalt
pierced her heart. Legend has it that she tood for a
moment, spreachng her arms wide as il to fly. Then ske
plunged nto the lake. The two braves drew their tomi-
hawks and battled to the death, joimng the waiden in her
walery grave

At mudnight, the braves' lamilics discovered the canos
and spied a great stain upon the water, and though 1o
bodics were ever found, cach wribe vowed vengeanie
upon the other Still more blood would havc lowed wee

it not lor the strange event that followed. Th nusty ghost
of the maiden arose from the water and drilt*d across the
lake As her sprrit passed over the liviny, the hatr+d
between the two tnbes melted aw v,

One might have thought that the maiden ¢ 1ld rest then
[nstcad, it is said, she returns every yuar, rising lrom the
walers at mdmight on o suliry mght near summers
end—the sad and beaunlul ghost of Phantom Lak

{(Drawn [rom a story appearing i alocal n - spaper, The
Republican, September 18, 1924 )

Tie WITewartR TRIANGLE

Some stonies refuse to die Every October, a haunting
rumor drifts across the campus of UW—\Whitewater The
city was built on a supernaural nexus, a pla-e where the
link between the hving and the dead is strong, and the
barriers against the forces of evit are all oo weak

The legend centers around three cemeterics: Oak Grove,
Calvary, and Hillside Lach graveyaid form. a pomt i a
ncarly perfect 1sosceles trangle, a curious arrangement
thiw heightens their occult significance. Years ago, s

dorziic{ming a eéangs o gj[)acs?
Look to Green Lake

Wisconsin's Deepest Natural Lake

v ]

Pictured above left: Magnificent 6400 sq. fe. 13-room o me polit nestte on 319 feer § protected North Shore, Seven bedroowns, 6 full wnd 2
half-baths, gourmet kitchen, bome office, tedia room ph ¢ stapler’s studho, our loor heared pool & more. Finest appointments throughout

Offered mostly furnished ac: $3,950,000.

Above right: Uninterrupted like views are seen from th outstanding 4000+sq ft. lake access home Lo atad on 6.7 acres, Three budroc ms,
v of the tany guality amenitics, Privare noaby boae slip. Available for. $699,000

rourmet kitchen, sunroom & formal dining room, are pu t
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said, 4 coven of black witches crept into the aty meetng
in underground tunnels and in the tnangle u clf at mght,
conducting ecret rittals to tap the power of darl ne

Perhaps they  ull come. Some tudent  clam o have
spicd robed ligures gathenng m nearly Stann Pail
where the water tower is suppo cdly haunted Other ay
the wiches gather at the grne of old behever | who
were buned upright n a arde around a ubtennnean
altar i the Whitewater Triangle

Every fall, smurepid freshmen de cend on the public
library seeking evidence of the ety dark and  ceret pa t
They leave empty-handed—except, perhaps, for o lew
unusual news items. Accordimg o an arucle by the
Janesvilie Gazette, in 1925, a lngh rankig member of the
Ku Klux Klan was found dead on a Whitewater chur h
lawn, cause unknown Some suggesicd natural cau ¢
others smd unnatural. In 1970, someone exhumed the
coflin of an mflant girt and Ifi at on the campu on
Halloween might. Police called 1t a g ly prank, but no
witnesses or suspects ever surfaced

Fleven years later, a writer for the university newspaper
described a peculiar incident at a \Whitewater - oronty

In 1888, ake Genevas Oedowood Sanitarinn

Depaessient Ted to ats closwre i 1933 Dui s cloancd the baddue s vam i

peerde od ekt cmfey o’

hou  As they sat down o dinner, mombers heard
nor ¢ the basement, and when they mve tigated, they
found the bricks [rom a walled-up tunnel lying on the
wis never wentihed

flom The destruction crew

Purther evidence of an old tunnel networt s hard 1o dig
up. Yet Whitewater does have link o the pirt world
based cntircly on fact, In 1888, (he  puituabist Morn
Praet bwlt an institwte here to teach other how to con
vene with the dearly departed. Prate died m 1902, but lus
msinue endured, training live-in st wdents i a wwo year
cow ¢ designed to raise their p vy Tue powers and moral
con wousness, tnstructors considered pintuiism and
rchgion quite compatible, and many towasp ople
aended Sunday churh mectin s and public scances
here (M anwhile, wary neighbors dubbe 1t the pool
larence Durow  pent three du s
[he Pratt
mtmu d on

House ™ At one time,
at the school epont dly he was “mysufic |
Instinute moved to Milwaukee in 1932 and
at least 40 mor - yews,

v fuw of
trw e tales. In her Walworth  ount
gutdeboc k. Gavilabl - ar arca librane Canny Hall
recommend, a diive past vet another han tu ng n

he pre ading acounts represent jut
the wea
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4 haunted hou e in R hmonl

Township

On Delany Road lics an old brck
manston that predates the Civil War
If only 1ts walls could tlk. james
Cameron built this place for his fam-
ly, and soon after, us son began a
candalous affur with a mad. The
hapless girl wa - eventually paisoned.
perhaps when an inconvenient preg-
pancy arose  \lter her death, ser-
vants and family members claimed
her ghost was haunting them. The
Camerons moved out. Subsequent
owners have apparently found the
mad le s troubling,

[l you'd hhke to actually stav in a
haunted setting, consider the lovely
{rench Country Inn on Como Lake.
During Prohibition, 1t was a favorite
haunt of several gangsters, including
Bugs Moran, Capones rival. Some
say 1 still 15\ former owner has
admitted he once called i a prie t o
cleanse the propenty. The current
proprictor, Tony Navilio, i not con-
cerned, though at lea tone gue thas
complained of strang® noi ¢s n the
nitin house at night. Durnng a 1998
it iview with At the Lale, Nwaho
tated that scveral employee were
onvinced the inn has ghot  Not
tong ago, onc of them vowed hed
never again cross the parking lot
alone after dard —not after he hord
vhoarse whisper in the tree  callin
out “Help me , . \" She swore Tie wa
the only living soul aroutd

MNavilio reminds us that old bu din

naturatly creak and moan, and color

Ml stories fuel a vivid imagmatcn
Still, he thinl - its best “to e p m
open mined.”

[l stall of At the Lake wmvite you to
lo the same—and we wish o all 1
Ay Hsuowses, &

W dvia Hayday is the editer of M th
lake,
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Located one mie north of Fwy, 50
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Whitewater, Wis. -llistory- Buildings

(¥orris Pratt Institute

PUR

»yCONSIN - WHITEWATER

230, 1991

Legends and m t s in Whitew ter
abound as Hallow en draws ne

By Pattl Hoseltor;
of the Royal Purple

Some UW-Whitewater students and
residents continue to believe in the
legends of Whitewater, whilc others
remain skeptical but intrigued by the
historical mysteries.

Over the years, the mysteries of
Whitewater have included stories of
tunnels, witcheraft, and even the ghost
of axe murderer Mary Worth. According
to Janet Gray-Freiwald of Plancts,
“These rumors and legends are
fantastic, but that's ail they are, rumors
and legends.”

Gray-Freiwald said that the Morris
Pratt Institule may have bcen one of
the reasons the myths about
Whitewater began. Morris Pratt was a
New Yorker who settled in Wisconsin
mn the early 1840s. He built the three-
story $30,000 house in 1888, Called the
“spooks temple” by Lhe townspeople,
the institute specialized in spintualism
or communication with the decad, but
also tavght grammar, literature,

psychology, speech, and religion. The
Prait Institule was the first spiritual
college of its kind in the world and was
internationally known.

Spiritualism became popular following
the Tivil War, becausec many people
wanted to communicale with loved

"These rumors and
legends are fantastic, but
that's all they are, rumors
and legends."”

ones they had lost in the war. Gray-
Freiwald, who has studicd
Whitewater’s hislory cxtensively, said
that at that ume, many people n the
city of Whitcwater were not believers’
of spinwah m, s they were not
allowed t  nt r the thurd floor of the
institute, alled the “secan ¢
chambers.” Every Sunday at 7 p.m.,
services cenlered around spiritualism
were held in an audit num with enough

scating for four hundred people, and the
auditqrium was always packed lo
capacily.

The Pratt Instilute closed during the
depression due to lack of funds, but
rcopened in 1935, In 1946, the institute
closed for good, relocated in
Milwaukee, and the buoilding in
Whitcwater was torn down in 1961.
Gray-Freiwald’s theory is that because
“the Pratt Institule was tom down in
1961, there was no more tangible
evidence 10 describe why the witches
or whatcver they had for rumers were
here, so thcy had to start creating
stories." She belicves the rumors of
Whitcwater came after the Pratt
Institutc was gonec, because nothing
existed for the lownspeople and
students to remember.

Gray-Freiwald said that Whitewater’s
mystical history is nationwide because
“the studenis that graduate bring what
thev remember from Whilewater

Legends and myths
sce pape 2

Legends and myths

from page 1

history around the world."The existen
of wnnels under Whitewater has bee
talked about and investigated for y
and ycars, but has ncver aclually bee
proven. "1 want to prove it th
existcnce of wnanels I'd love o prov
it, but it can’t be,” said Gray-Freiwald.

The old Plager House on Jefferso
St, the Slarin mansion, the Hamillo
House, and the Little John House hav
all been said to have tunnecls unde
them, but the claims have ncever bec
proven. Gray-Freiwald atiended school
at UW-Whitewater in the carly 80s
She said that the myths spoke of only
fcw wnnels at that time, bul now the
myths claim there are tunncls all ove
the city.

The Plager Housc on Jefferson SL
was noled for being a part of the
underground railroad. According (o
Gray-Freiwald, slaves were ransporicd
in Whitewater under hay in a wagon.
When the wagon reached the house,
the slaves would jump off the wagon
and run into a crawl space in the house.
A special ventilation system was buill
so the slaves could hide in the crawl
space safely, but Gray-Freiwald said
“There was nol an intricate system of
tuancls.”

In 1980, Gray-Frciwald began
studying Whitcwater’s history and was
among one of the first studeuts to live
in the Starin mansion on Fremont siree
a fcw ycars later Thc mansion
contained a dumbwailer used to pull or
deliver objects to the first floor of the
four-story home. The dumbwaiter came
out of a heating vent, but the vent only
wenl down about seven fcct and out
scven fect, and was bricked up,
according o Gray-Freiwald.

Dave Kachel ol DLK Enlerpriscs,
who has lived in Whitewater for 60
ycars, said that tunncls in the city
would nol be possible, “because there
is no packing to the ground.”

In 1982, DLK dug around the Ll

ohn House, built in 1848, and found n
nnels. The Hamilton Housc was
ught by DLK in 1987, but was only

"'\i.fdged..by the company for (wo years,

fimors“were circulated that (unnel
ran under the house. DLK found a room
that was used as a vegetable cellar in
previous ycars, but found no tunncls.
“The ground around the buildings is a
clay sand. If there were tunncls, there
would be sink holes and the tunncls
would have collapsed over the year

unless they were lincd with brick,” sai

Kachel.

Gray-Frciwald said that the tunncl

have not been proven as far as poin

underneath the city and the Whitcwate
Regisler gave no menton 1o the
building of the wnncls in ecarly issucs.
‘For an intricate system of tunnels t

bec made, 1t would have to b

mentoned 1n the paper, since the pape
was there from the beginning,” sh

said, “somebody would have noted that
therc was some big construction going
on."

The rumors and myths of Whitcwaie
sull conunuc, and probably always will
as long as students and residents ry 1o
prove Lheir cxistence.
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Occult dispels Whitev\}ater myths, folklore

By Kay Wirlz
Special to the Royal Purple

Ask Walter Five his opinion
of the city of Whitewater's link
o the occult and you're likely 1o
get n frown along with
“Whitewater, Wisconsin? Never
heard of iL."

And il anyone should have,
it's Five. An initiated Witch,
fourth degree Brother in a
Ceremonial Magic Order and
priest in the Gnostic Catholic
Church, Five has participated in
numerous rituals over the years,
However, nonc of them have
cver been in Whilewater,

Every year a new crop of
University of Wisconsin-
Whitewater {reshmen hear the
storics that have circulaled the

campus for decades and the myth
is perpetuated for yet another
year,

Any of thic sound familiar?

UW-Whitewater sophomore
Alicia Davis, a Mass
Communication major, said she
has heard so many wild stdrles
that it is hard to tell just what is
truth and what is mere story
telling.

“One of my RAs told me that
some girls died in Goodhue and
their spirits haunt the cemetery
because they were buried there,”
she said.

A [riend of Davis' who
wished to remain anonymous
confided, “I heard that if you
walk through the cemelery gates
at night they will shut and lock
you in. You can get in bul you
can't get out.”

Other students continved with
their own accouats of
supematural folklore,

“All I know about the water
tower is that all of the barbed
wire on top of the fences faces
inward and during Halloween a
wiich cult has rituals up there,”
said David Kieier, 8 UW-
Whilewater junior and sociology
major,

*And 1 heard that the last
hanging in Whilewater was 2
witch.”

Greg Lipscomb, a junior
majoring in psychology, belicves
that the triangle of cemcteries in
the city of Whitewater, which
includes the Calvary Cemclery
located within the UW-
Whitcwater, draws a coven of
witches to the city every year.
“All of the cemeterics in the area

are laid out in a Satanic triangle,”
he said.

Durren  Chapman, a
gradvating senior in public
policy administration, agrees.
“The triangle tells people that
this is the place 1o conduct occult
rituals,” ho said,

So, what do the people who
praclice the occult think about all
of this?

According (o Raven, a
Milwaukee arca Pagan, “Pagans
respect the dead and wish them
peaceful rest and joyous rebirih,
but except a burial servige, J
cuan't think of anything that
would require going inlo a
cemetery,”

And according to Five, the
triangle formed by the cemeteries

See Occllt page 5

cult/Imaginations
cause cemetery scares

continued from page 1

has no meaning. *Frankly, any
three poinmis will form a
triangle—any three at all. The
Trinity is a three, and that’s
‘holy® and *Christian.’ It doesn't
prove a thing,” he insisted.

The triangle has many
meanings in many different
cultures. Five's favoriie example
is the Free Mason’s greeting to
‘Greetings from all Three Points
of the Triangle.”

Raven points out that the most

ommon Pagan symbol is not a
triangle at all, but a pentagram, a
five-pointed interwoven star
shape.

The only disturbances in
Calvary Cemetery that either the
city of Whitewater Police
Department or the UW-
Whitewater University Police
Department have on record
involve students drinking in the
cemetery and committing acts of
vandali

"Sp.eaking from my personal
experience, we've had no
disturbances up there
whatsoever, with the exception
of a student dressed like the
Grim Reaper soaming the

cemetery,” said officer Steve
Camplin of the Uaiversity
Police. “And what better place
for the Grim Reaper 10 appear on
Halloweca than in a cemetery?”

According 1o Raven, there are
several Pagan thcories on
hauating, too. Some believe
thev're by an unhappy dead

person.  Qthers, a psychic
residue of previous occupants or
an emotional symptom of the
person  experiencing  the
hauntings,

Since there is no significance
10 the triangle formed by the
three cemeteries, it is highly
unlikely that, even if 2 haunting
was verifiable, there would be a
link to the cemeteries,

“Many Pagans subscribe to
more metaphysical views,
linking such a phenomenon with
an emotional psychic energy
discharge that somehow auaches
itself to a particular site and
replays itself periodically like a
tape recorder,” says Five. “But
then too, this counld just be
another urban myth,”

Campus hauntings are
questionable, too. According to
Camplin, there are no rooms in
Goodhue Hall that are sealed up
as rumored by students, “We're
boused in Goodhue Hall now.
There's an old elevator that's no
longer used, but I don’t think that
counts.”

So what
performing
Halloween?

Practitioners of the Wiccan
religion usually call themselves
witches and the last day of
October is best described as the
Pagan New Year's Eve. But
according to the Pagan belief
system, the new year begins the
first day of November.

about witches
ritnals on
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“What are you, the elevator

police?”

—Saturday Night Live

"Spooks temple’ adds u iqueness to campus history

By Mary Bielke
Rayal Purple staff writer

Did you know Whitewater had
ils very own spooks house?

The legend says that a woman
came back to the Pratt Instimie to
let an artist paint her.

It was 1889 when Morris Prau
constructed the most expensive
home in the city of Whitewater,

The building had a three story
structure and contained two
auditorium halls It was valued at
$30,000 and was approximately
85 ft. long and 48 ft. wide. The
bui ding was not planned 1o be
used as an ordinary school it was

the first spiritualism educational
institute in the world.

Whitewater used to be referred
to as the “Mecca of Modern
Spiritualism” by people interested
in spiritualism.

The Pratt Institute was
officially founded in 1902, Prant
founded the school because of the
belief that people who had an
inborn ubilities to communicate
with the spiritual world should be
given the opportunity to improve
their ability. The institute was
meant to give students an
opportunity to improve their
psychic powers and stimulate
their mental and moral powers,

according to Pratt.

Pratt deeded the building and
land to seven reliable spiritualists,
who acted as trustees of the
property. The Great Depression
hurt the financial success of the
Pratt Institute and forced it to
close its doors in 1938,

The Whitewater community
had a negative reaction to Pratt's
strange spiritualist views, Because
of this reaction, Prait wound up
paying extremely high taxes on
his building during the first few
years it existed.

The community changed its
view of the Pratt Institute and
eventually the services at the

Q@_O]I

Happy Halloween!

photo by Laure Mersch

Carving pumpkins Is g grue Halloween tradition. Students Nora Moynihan cna Laurle
Mersch enjoyed the experience. However the best part is yet 1o come; eating the baked
pumpkin seeds is a true delicacy.

building were listed under
“church notices.”

Citizens visited the institute to
witness special seances and
lectures given by famous
spiritualists.

The institute had traditional
courses like history, math, and
composition  with  some
spiritualistic subjects, like
spiritualism of the Bible and
psychic research. Students paid
$50 per year for tuiton and reom
renlals There wasn’t a required
enirance exam, but the students
had to be at least 15 years old to
attend.

There weren't many students
enrolled at the Pratt Institute. For
example, in 1916 there were 26
students and only four students
graduated.

The institute didn't give
degrees because it was established
to give mediums, speakers and
others the chance to learn abow
progressive thought,

The building itself resembled
something straight out of an
Edgar Allen Poe short story,
according to David Willie, who
researched the institute in 1981
The building was apparenily set
back from the street in a grove of
elms.

The most impressive a d
unique room in the institute was
the seance chamber This is were
the legend begins. The entire
rocom was white, including the
carpet, furniture and decorations.
Inside the institute, a painting
hung on the wall of 2 woman said
to have come back from the dead
for the sole reason to sit for th
artist.

Pratt migrated to Whitewater
from Madison County, NY. Praut
converted to the unorthodox

religion of spiritualism after he
visited the Lake Mills spiritualist

enter in 1851. During church
services, Pratt frequently argued
with pas ors who criticized
spiritualism.

Through many wise
investments, Pratt made a fortune.
He vowed to dedicate the money
to spiritualism. Pratt followed
through with his promise by
founding the first school for

i1 ua ism 1n the world.

The school closed in
Whitewater 1in 1935, and 2 new
M ms Pratt Insutute was built in
Milwaukee.

In 1961 the building was razed
an th W sconsin Telephone
Company purchased the property.

There are no records of any
communication between the
students of the Pratt Institute and
the spiritual world. The institute
has been closed for many years,
but the legends of the “spooks
temple” will always remain a
unique chapter in the history of
the city of Whitewaler.
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Lesson 17 A Study of Phenomena Part 7
A, Levitation

B. Out-of-Body-Experierce (00BE)

C. Independent Voice

Lesson 18 The Practice & Application
of Phenomena Part 1

A. Awareness & Self-Realization

B. Introduction to Meditation

C. The Practice of Meditation

D. The Application of Meditation

Lesson 19 The Practice & Application
of Phenomena Part 2

A. The Practice of Mediumship

8. Types of Mediumship

C. The Application of Mediumship

D. The Unfoldment of Mediumship

E. The Psychology of Mediumship

Lesson 20 The Practice & Application
of Phenomena Part 3
A. Mediumship & the Medium
B. Mediumship & the Sitter
C. The Benefits of Mediumship
D. Unsatisfactory Results of Mediumship

UNIT 4 A STUDY OF HEALING

Lesson 21 A History of Healing
A, Healing & the Ancients

B. Healing & the Middle Ages
C. Modern Psychic Healing

Lesson 22 The Theory of Healing
A. Spiritual Healing & the Spiritualist
B. Spiritual Healing & the Scientist

Lesson 23 The Avenues of Healing

A, Spiritual Healing/Contact & Absent

B. The Spiritualist Healer

C. Paranormal Healing & Spirit Intervention

Lesson 24 The Practice of Healing
A. General Considerations
B. The Practice of Healing
C. The Healing Experience

UNIT 5 COMPARATIVE RELIGION

Lesson 25 Comparative Religion
A. An introduction to Religions
B. Early Religion - What & Why?

Lessan 26 Comparative Religion
A. Selected Countries-Their Religions

Lesson 27 Comparative Religion
A, Selected Countries-Their Religions

Lesson 28 Comparative Religion
A. Philosophers & Philosophies
8. Selected Scriptures of the Religions

of the World

C. Wisdom of Selected Intellects

UNIT 6 REPRESENTING THE RELIGION
OF MODERN SPIRITUALISM

Lesson 29 Platform Decorum

A. The Lecture and Demonstration

B. Appearance

C. Manner of Presantation

Lesson 30 Our Role In the Future of
Modern Spiritualism

A. importance of the fmage we Present

B. Our !mage - Our Future

C. Ways to Make the Future Brighter
for Modern Spiritualism

ANl Lsssons are Capyrighted by the Maorris
Pratt Institute. No portion may be
reporoduced, copled or soid without the
exprossad written permission of MPI.

Additional information in regards to this course
of study is available by contacting:

The Morris Pratt Institute
11811 Watertown Plank Road
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53226
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INTRODUCTION

or several years, the Morris Pratt Institute
has made available for the student of the
Religion, Philosophy and Science of
Spanitualism a General Course and an Advanced
Course.

As with all of life, time marches on. It has
hecome necessary for an updated course for the
students of today. Under contract with MPI,
SAM, In ha resear hed and prepared the new

urse

THE NEW COURSE

The new course 15 enhtled "Educational
Course of Study on Modern Spiritualism'. It
consists of thirty lesson which are divided into
six umts. Each umit consists of a number of
lessans as required by the specific subject.

Each lesson consists of the Study Material,
a Bibliography, Requied and Recommended
Reading, and Questions for submittal to the
Review Team.

PURPOSE OF THE COURSE

The purpose of the Morris Pratt Institute is
primarily Education. As such, it functions as
the Mational Spiritualist Association’s Bureau
of Education. Thus, the course provides the
student with the background required for
preparation for the ministry of Spiritualism as a
Spiritualist Teacher, Licentiate, or Ordained
Minister, Healer, and Medium.

UNIT 1 THE HISTORY OF
SPIRITUALISM

Lesson I - Psychic Events Prior to Modern
Spirituahism

A. Generalities of Spiritualism

B. Forerunners of Spirituahsm

C. Commencement of Spiritualism

D. Miscellany

Lesson 2 - The Advent of Modern Spiritualism
A. History of Hydeswille and the Fox Farmly
B. Pioneers, Early Publications and Camps

UNIT 2 AN INTRODUCTION TO THE
RELIGION OF SPIRITUALISM

Lesson 3 Spiritualism as a Religion
A. Defimtions

B. Declaration of Principles

C. Objects

0 Symbol of Spiritualism

E. Certifications & Requirements

Lesson 4 Spiritualism as a Phtlosophy
Part 1

A. Philaosaphy defined

B. Spiritual Natural Law

C. Man and Spiritualistic Philosophy

D. The God Idea

E. Creation/Spiritualistic Philosophy

Lesson 5 Spiritualism as a Philosophy
Part 2

A. Attitudes toward Death & Dying

B. Death-Dying/Spiritualist View

C. Reahty of Life, Death & Dying

Lesson 6 Spiritualism as a
Philosophy - Part 3

A, Info concerning Life after Death

8. After Death/Spiritualist View

C. Significance of the Lesson

Lesson 7 Spiritualism as a Science

A. Concise picture of science

B. Relationship of Science and Spuituahism

C. Study of Selected Scientists and Psych
Experiments

D. Twentieth Century Parapsychology

l.esson 8 A Beleving pir1 ualis

A. Positive aspects of Spiritualism

B. A Spiritualist views The Bible, Miracles,
Prayer, Reincarnation, Astroiogy, Palm 1
Crystal Gazing and the Ouwia Board

C Spuitualism & the Christian Ethics

Lesson 9 Essays on Spiritualism

A Spinitualism explains Tolerance
Compassion, Open minded ess and
Understanding

B Spintualism a  t relates to man, h  dut
self and hts duty to h s fellowman

C Spinitual sm, fe & It Purpose

UNIT 3 THE STUDY OF PHENOMENA

Le son 10 Classification of Phenomena

A& Debin hion nf Phenaomena

B Classif cation of Phenomena
Definttion of each Category

Lesson 11 A Study of Phenomena Part |
A, Telepathy

B Ciarrvoyance

C Clawaudience

Lesson 12 A Study of Phencomena Part 2
A. Retrocogrmtion

B. Precognition

C Prophecy

Lesson 13 A Study of Phenomena Part 3
A Inspiratignal Wniting/Speaking
B. Trance

Lesson 14 A Study of Phenomena Part 4
A, Clairsentience

B. Psychometry

C. Spirit Photography

Lesson 15 A Study of Phenomena Part 5
A, Material zation

B Demater ahzat on

C Teleportat on Apports

Lesson 16 A Study of Phenomena Part 6
A. History of the Human Aura

B Kiner and the Aura

C. Kirhan Photography & the Aura

D. The Aura & Sparituah m



o find bs in Whitewater The schoo closed
1or three years In 1935, t reopened but was
cosed a short time thereafter In 1946, the
temple was sold and a new Morris Pratt
nstitute building consiructed n Wauwatosa, a
s burb of Milwaukee. On Aprit 24, 1977, after
a complete face | fting both mside and out, the
Morr s Pratt Institute build ng was re dedicated
to the Cause of Educat on in Spir tualism

MORRIS PRATT

FOUNDER

There s httle wr tien con erni1 gthe feof
Morris Pratt H wever t s wel known that
after his visit {o the Lake Mils Spinitualist
Centar 1n 1851, he became very interested in
psych ¢ phen mena and the Realgion of
Spinituat m Be ng wel educated, he frequently
argued with m nisters wh c¢riticized
Spirtualism and o> several occasions wa
av cted from the r churches. At one time, he
was fined fo hs controvers al actions And in
being dedicated to the promotion of
Spiritual sm, he fully recognized the need for
educated workers to present the religion to ihe
mteltect of the times.

It is sa d that one day his Red Indian guide
tofd htm of certain mineral deposits unknown
to any wh te man. He made an investment in a
company which later became the profitable
Ashland M ne of Ironwood, Michigan. Pratt
always said that "If | am made rich, | will give
part of it to Sprritvalism.”

Within a few month’s time, he made over
$200,000 He did not hesitate in fulfilling his
promise by using part of the monies for the
benefit of the Cause of Spiritualism. In 1889,
The Temple was dedicated. When opened, it

onsisted of lecture rooms, an office, a chapel
nd dormitories

The land and original building al
Yhitewater, Wisconsin, was deeded to the
*orr s Pratt Institute

MOSES HULL

THE FIRST PRESIDENT

Moses Hull was born in Waldo, Ohio in
1836 At the age of sixteen, Hull joined the
United Brethren Church They were more than
pleased since they saw the potential of a great
m rister 1n him; not too long thereafter he
became acquainted with an Adventist. This
meeting led um into an investigation of the
new idea and remembering the Bible ""Try all
things ' lad him to becoming a Seventh Day
Adventist. But, the questioning of life after
death by an Adventist minister at the point of
h s transition, led Moses into other avenues.

He began attending seances and soon
commenced lecturing at Spmitualist sociaties
and churches Soon thereafter he commenced
teaching the Bible from a Spiritualist's view.
This was followed later with his publ sh ng two
volumes, entitled ""The Encyclopedia of Biblical
Sp r tuahsm."'

Recorded as h storica documents are the

a eson Hull debate wh ch convinced Hull of
the truth of Spiritual sm and the Hull Covert
De ate. For thelast ten years of his | fe he held
a commission from the N.S.A. making him the
official chapion debater in behalf of
Spiritualism in America.

Maoses Hull spent forty five years of his life
promoting the Cause of Spiritualism. Moses
Hull passed io the Spirit World January 1906

it is well noted that the Morris Pratt
Institute and the National Spiritualist
Association were closely affitiated. Therefore, it
was natural that the Morris Pratl Institute
became the Educational Bureau of the N.S.A.C.

drowrd ek ok

At the Eighty-Fifth Annual Convention of
the MN.S5.A.C., appecinted members of the Morris
Pratt Institute and the National Spiritualist
Association of Churches met with Rev Marilyn
J. Awtry, N.S.T. and Paula M Vogl to discuss
praeparation of an updated course The New
Educationat Course on Modern Spiritualism was
presented at the Eighty Ninth Annual
Convention of the NSAC in Denve,
Colorado in October 1981

For Information Write To:

Morris Pratt Institute
11811 Watertown Plank Rd.
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53226

(414) 774 2994
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HISTORY OF

MORRIS PRATT INSTITUTE

Just four years after the organizing of
modern Spiritualism, it became apparent that
the “grand and fearless lecturer's of the day
were passing on to thes world of spirit,” This
weighed heavily on the mind of Moses Hull, So,
he sought some parson who would commence
with the establishment of a training school.
While serving at Maple Dall Park, Mantua, Ohig,
he openly projected his feelings. The officers
there were very sympathetic to his idea, Thus,
plans were drawn up and an announcement
made that "The Training School was to be
organizad.” The instructors engaged were
Professor Andrew J. Weaver, Alfaretta Jahnke
{Moses" youngest daughter), D. M. King, Moses
and Mattie Hull, For several years, the school
was successful except in the area of finances.
Thus, it was forced to close. But, this humble
start was the beginning of what we know today
as the Morris Pratt Institute. For, in the
background was an elderly gentleman living in
Whitewater, Wisconsin, who had been observing
Moses Hull and his struggles. He was much
concerned.

In 1888, Morris Pratt bought property and
constructed the most expensive home in
Whitewater. The building was assessed at
$30,000 and was some 48' wide and 85" fong. It
contained two large auditorium halls, one of
which seated neariy 400 people. Pratt dasigned
the building as a temple and a schoo! for
Spiritualism,

Known during its years as the “spooks’ templas,”
the Pratt Institute soon sarnad ths rospact of local
citizens and eventually galned naticnal fame attar It
was constructed by Morrls Pratt In 1889, Fer those
Intarssted In spiritualism all ovar America, Whitewater
became known as the *‘Macca of Modern
Spiritualism.*

And, at the Ninth Annual Convention ot
the National Spiritualist Association held in
Washington, D. C., Morris and Zulerna Pratt
presented a letter to the N.S.A, offering them
the properties in Whitewater, Wisconsin to be
utilized *'for educational purposes along the
lines of the Moses Hull and A. J, Weaver
Traihing School with such atteration in systems
of teaching and curriculum as educator’s may
think it wise to make." However, the N.S.A.
was only eight years in being and felt the
financia! burden of school would be too much
for them at the time,

Morris Pratt's dream dia not end there, On
November 2, 1901, he filed a petition for
incorporation which resulted in the Morris Pratt
Institute bacoming a corporation on Dacember
11, 1901. The school was to be managed by
nine trustees, two of which waere to be membears
of the National Spirituaiist Assoclation and one
was to be the President of the Wisconsin State
Spiritualist Association. It was Morris Pratt's
desire that the trustworthy, dedicated Moses
Hull be the President.

The subjects to be taught at the school were
Science, Mathematics, and Language. Special
courses were Oratory, Voice and Physical
Culture, English and Rhetoric, 8 ble Exegetics,
Higher Criticism, Logic and Parl amentary Law,
Comparative Theology and Psy h ¢ Cu ture,
The principles of the school were

a. “Maintenance of the ind vidua ty of each
student,

b. perfect freedom of thought and expression
so ilong as unkind personal ties were
avoided,

c. reason and experience accepted as the
highest authority,

d. no discrimination because of ona's ideas,

e. all narrow and sectarian ruts carefully
avoided, and

f. the desired aim to make all students
thinkers."

However, Morris Pratt passed to spirit on
December 2, 1902 before his dream became an
operational reality, Thus, Moses Hull followed
Pratt's plans and opened the school on
September 29, 1903. Professor A J Weaaver
was the first Principal, Moses Hull was the
Prasident and teachar of Homelectics: Florence
Johnson (previous F. Jahnke), a teacher of
Oratory and Mattie Hull in charge of the
Psychic Department.

% v A kg e

Along with the Morris Pratt Institute's
interest in education, Thomas Grimshaw
proposed that a Bureau of Education be
established in the NSA. At the Thirtieth Annual
Convention such a Bureau was creatad. Thomas
Grimshaw was appointed as Superintendent
with the Honorable Mark A. Barwise as his
Assistant. Mr. Grimshaw immediately
appointed a committee to cooperate with this
naw Bureau and draft a correspondence course
on Spiritualism.

The resuit was “The General Course,’"
consisting of twenty-six lessons in the *History,

Philosophy and Relhigon of Moderr
Spiritualism'’ and later the ' Advanced Course’
consisting of thirty lessons dealing witr
‘*Spir tualism, Phrlosophy Mediumship anc
Comparative Religion'" prepared by Thoma:
Grimshaw (who became the P esident of Morris
Pratt Institute). The passing of Barwise in 1937,
ieft t e task of combining the two coursas intc
one “General Course” tc Rev. Grimshaw. A
new Advanced Course would now also be
needed. Shortly after completing the "General

ourse,” Grimshaw also passed to the spirit
world. Thus, the task was eft to the new
Superintendent of the Bureau of Education, Dr.
Victoria Barnes, She immediately took on the
task and shortly thereafter announced the
complet on of “Advanced Course 2."

deed g ek ok

Now, this is the way our home offics appsars
today. Qur houss is In order! it Is difficult to belleve
that thk Is the sams structure, Much tims and sffort
was devoted to this project. We as Spirituallsts can be
proud of our educationat facility in Milwaukes, Wisc,

During the years of the depression, the
school suffered from endowment losses. Vo by
of the students from the Instituta ware unaole
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In search of spirits: Whitewater has ‘other world’ stories to tell

By Kim McDarison
REGISTER EDITOR

veryone, at one lime or another,

is haunted by days spent in the
school yard. Whether it’s a happy
memory of frolic and friends, or
one mote solcmn of feeling socially
misunderstood, we all have our
imagery to embrace.

But the educational institutions
of which we are about to speak arc
haunted on a much higher level —
by disturbing rumors, and conjured
spirits.

Some students are too young
to understand and seem oblivious
to the folklore of the past, whiic
others indulge their morbid
curiosities. Take, for example,
the troubling stories that students
at the University of Wisconsin-
Whilewater lell and re-tell.

In October of 1972, Katie
Kuhn, then feature editor of the
Royal Purple, UW-Whitewater’s
newspapet, published an excerpt
from a letter which had been sent
to the newsroom by a student at
Miami University in Oxford, Ohio.

It read, “In doing research on my
project, [ have traced the origin of
Mary Worth back to Whilewater,
Wis, Any information you could
give me on this, and witchcraft in
general, would be quite helpful.”

The focus of the Miami student’s
research was left somewhat a
myslery, and so is Mary Worth.
Legend has it that a person by that
name roams the arca cemeleries
each Halloween with an ax, looking
to slay those indiscriminate enough
to be lurking in cemeteries on
Halloween. Her mortal remains
are rumored to rest in Oak Grove
Cemelery,
located
adjacent
to

Washington Elementary School.

Lacal historian Fred Kraege, a
resident of Whilewaler since 1954,
has been documenting the blocks
and plots in Whitewaler cemclcrics
for years and he shows no record of
such a person ever interred in any of
the community’s three cemelerics.

‘Today, Oak Grove Cemelery,
founded in 1884 and the oldest of
the three, is gated and locked to
keep the more destructive among
the curious out, and no marker
there dales later than the end of the
19th century, said Kraege. A sign
located behind the gale tells would-
be visilors that the cemetery is no
longer in use.

Perhaps this is linked, although
not apparently so, lo the bizarre
circumstance of an infant’s
casket which had been exhumed,
presumably by vandals, and left
for police to find on the UW-
Whilewaler campus mall (a
walkway which goes through a
central portion of the campus). This
occurred on Halloween in 1970,
and even though it happened in
broad daylight, police could find no
witnesscs to the crime.

Former Police Chief Bruce
Lyons has been retired for 10 years,
but he does remember the casket
which was discarded on the mall.
He was a juvenile officer then.

“I remember that it was real
small and it was white. I think it
was taken from a crypt in Hillside
Cemetery,” he said.

For witcheraft believers, this
served as evidence that a rumored
coven of wilches did, and maybe
does, exist in Whitewater, drawn
thers by the triangular pattern that
the community’s three cemecleries
~ Oak Grove, Hillside, and Calvary
—make around the site of the town’s
now defunct water tower, which
stands in Starin Park.

As further proof of the sinister
role played by the tower, students
point to the chain-link fence which
surrounds it, with it’s barbed-wire
top pointing in — as if to keep
something in — rather than out. Is
this evidence of witchcraft or just
an inexperienced fence-crafter?

Another story, although
seemingly based in fiction since

Whitewater police have never

verified the tale, is about a young

man who dared to visit one of the
cemeleries on Halloween. His
body, so the story poes, was later
found at a gas station. His wrists
had been slashed. (Those of us
more analytically minded arc

The old water tower (left) in
Whitewater's Starin Park Is
surrounded by a chain-link

fence, some say, to keep
witches In. Legend has

it that witches are drawn
o the tower because itis
centrally placed within a
triangular pattern formed
by the community’s three
cemeteries.

KIM MGDARISON Whitewatar History
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left to wonder why his hands were
not completely chopped off — after
all, Mary wheels an ax.)

Still, the story served to help
finely spin the web of speculation,
and as the years passed, the Royal
Purple continued 1o report of brazen
college students who dared lo brave
the night.

Is hope of communication with
the spirit world a manifestation
of dementia, or is it possible?
Contemporary college students
were not the first to ask. Back in
the days when Whilewater was
first forming, an carly pioneer and
spiritualist named Morris Prait
also wondered if the dead could
be brought to earth, or at the very
least, have communication with the
living.

The Morris Pratt Project

Born on Dec. 13, 1820, o
parents Joscph and Clarissa, Morris
Pratt was the sixth of eight children.
The family lived in Madison
County, New York, and made their
mainstay farming. Unfortunately
for Pratt, like many 19th-century
farm children, education was a
commodity that came after chores
and as Pratt reached adolescence,
his education ended.

In 1840, he moved to Whitewater
where he and a handful of pioneer
familics began to carve out a
communily in the wilderness. It
was there (hat he met a fellow
New Yorker and an already devout
spirilualist namecd Mary Hayes who
introduced him to the religion and
changed his life.

Pratt is best known for having
built the first permanent institution
of leamning under the auspices of
spiritualism, the belief that the
dead survive as spirits which can
communicate with the living,

Hec claimed to be guided by
“invisible intelligences,” which,
with the aid of Hayes, led him
to his fortune. Hayes, a self-
proclaimed faith healer and

COURTESY OF OLDE MAIN ANTIQUES Whitewster History
The gates of Hlllside Cemetery beacon eerlly In this circa 1900 postcard photograph.

prophet, told Pratt to purchase some
seemingly uscless land which was
later discovered to be rich in iron
and ultimately became the Ashland
Iron Mine in Ironwood Michigan.

Pralt promised the spirits that if
he ever became wealthy, he would
dedicate himsel{ and his fortune
to spiritualism. True to his word,
he built the 60-by-100-foot, three-
story brick building which was to
become the institute in 1888. At
the time, he was 69 and the home,
which stood at 300 Cenler Street,
was thought lo be the most lavish in
the city.

After erecting the home, Pratt
held seances and spiritualist
services for a few years and then
deeded the land and the building
1o a group of seven well-known
spiritualists, making them trustecs
of the property. Shortly afterward,
in 1902, the instituic was founded.

Spiritualist minister the
Rev. Moses Howell and Pratt
inaugurated the school which was
then incorporated under Wisconsin
slate law. Pratt died soon after in
December of that year. He was
buried in the Hillside Cemetery
next o his first wife, Mary Jane,
who had died just two years carlier
in January of 1900. Proud lo
the end of his unorthodox views,
chiseled into his simple gravestone
beneath his name are the words
“Scientific Spirilualist.”

Spiritualism was popular after
the Civil War and understandably
so —many had lost family members
during the conflict and hoped to
make a gratifying reconnection.

In Whitewater the strange

_goings-on scrved as a form of
fascination for townspcople who
first Jevicd exorbitant taxes on
Prait’s building and then came to
accept and even attend Sunday
evening services which were open
to the public.

Students at the institute were
enrolied in two “branches” of
study. The first branch consisted

of ordinary curnculum: grammar,
English Literature, general history,
and science. The sccond branch
digressed inlo more controversial
matlers such as psychic rescarch,
comparative religion, higher
criticism (the study of the Bible from
a scientific standpoint), evolulion,
and spiritualism of the Bible.

The school offered a two-year
course of study and did award
diplomas but not in the usual
sense. In an article published
in the March 1917 issue of the
Walworth County Trade Review,
the institute was described as an
academy that occupied a position
between the common school
and the college. The publication
went on to claim that the teachers
there were “honest, earnest and
cfficient,” and had prior experience
teaching in public and private
schools. The story also suggested
that “mediumship” was a popular
course of study.

As it did many things, the Great
Depression of the 1930s took its
toll on the institute which closed
its Whitewater location in 1946
and sought out new housing in
Milwaukee. During the pinnacle
of its success, the institute had 45
students and six teachers living in
it's dormitory.

After the institute closed, Pratt’s
former home was used first as a
rest home for aging spiritualists,
and then as a dormitory for
the Wisconsin State Teacher’s
College. In 1961, the building
was demolished and a new one
was erccted by the Wisconsin
Telephone Company. That building
stands today and is used by
Ameritech as a switching station.
(It appears that communication
with the living was the site’s
ultimate desliny.)

Those inlcrested in learning
more about spiritualism and
psychic phenomenon can contact
the Morris-Pratt Institute’s Web site
at www.morrispratt.org.
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“If | die, you have my
permmission to eat me.”

— Alive

Whitewater has history of supernatural occurrences

By Jenny Oechsner
Royal Purple staff writer

Witches, ghosts and other
stories of the supernatural things
many of you laugh at, but also
things many of you hold z very
strong belicf in.

Most, if not ail of you, have
heard the story about things that
are seen at midnight around the
tower behind Wells Hall. It is said
lo be a witches tower. Did you
ever notice that the top of the
fence slants inward rather than
oulward, which suggests that
someone or something is being
kept in, rather than keeping people
out?

For many years, there have
been stories of odd occurrences in
Whitewater, particularly in and
around Whitewater Lake.

One of these odd events took

place in 1992, when three friends
renied a small house on the lake.
It was late at night and they saw a
small group of people gathered on
the béach.

They started to go and see who
it was, when they realized that
somcthing wasn’t quite right about
the people who were down there.
They were dressed oddly and all in
black, and they were chanting and
swaying back and forth.

After a short period of time, a
thick cloud of fog rolled off the
lake. When the three friends heard
a loud gurgling sound and saw
something start to come out of the
lake, they took off running.

Early the next morning, a
person who witnessed this called
the police. When the officers went
to investigate, they found some
small bones and circles of stones
formed in odd patterns.

Because of this evidence, it was
belicved to be some sort of a cult

activity.
Another odd event that
occurred at Whitewater Lake was

in 1909, when large chunks of ice
were found floating on the lake in
June. They were discovered when
a boat kit one of them and was
damaged.

Another of these occurrences
was in 1923 when three fishermen
were on the lake and their boat
overtumed. The men reported that
they felt a number of long, scaly
tentacles slide past them in the
water and that they were bricfly
pulled under. When they reached
the shore and got out of the waler,
they found they had tiny bites all
over their bodies.

These are only a few of the
many odd and unexplainable
things that have happened at

mysterious Whitewater Lake.

swimming, watch for things that
So if you ever decide to visit seem a little bit odd and try to
the lake, be carcful when you are  leave before dark.
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—Marie Curie

City’s his ory conjurs scary tales
of early links to witchcraft, occult

By Beth Zelse
of the Royal Purple

Each year at Halloween, tales of White
waler's alleged dark and eerie past are
conjured up from the archives of creative
minds. Somechow as lime wears on the
stories manage w0 become a litle more
unusuzl and a linle less believeable
Although a great deal of the stories are
nothing more than local lore, there are
actually some truths to the “Haunted
History™ of Whitewater.

Historically on campus, the more ridi
culous the story, the more likely it will
persist. Two absurd legends involve local
Ehoslly apparitions. The ghost of Albent

alisbury is said to haunt Salisbury Hall,
and Oak Grove Cemetary is rumored 10 be
the final (?) resting place of axe-loting
murderess, Mary Worth. On Halloween
Eve, tales contend that Mary may be f und
lurking amid the wmbsiones.

Among the other myths:

1. THE TRIANGLE OF
CEMETARIES— The city of White
water is comprised of three cemetaries.
Calvary, locaied on the northern edge of
campus; Oazk Grove, perched upon a hill
next to Washington Elementary School on
the city's East side, and Hillside, a sprawl
ing piece of acreage adjacent 1o Cravath
e

Nothing is unusual about the fact that
there are cemetaries in Whitewater,
however, with the help of a strategically
placed ruler, they can be mapped as an
isosceles triangle. The myth maintains that
the ‘triangle’ has a diréct connection o
witcherafl or satanism, but no proof has
ever been established to support the claim
2 WELLSHALL FIELD— Due loils
proximity 1o the ‘wriangle,’ the ficld upon
which Wells Hall now stands is rumored to
have once been the local gathering place of
various cults and covens, “Believers” are
supposedly buried vertically in a circle

WHITEWATER

surrounding the secret altar. Conflicting
stories contend that the altar can be found
beneath Wells Hall or in one of the three
cemctaries. Responsibility for deaths in
Wells Hall have been said 10 stem from
luring power of the dark currents of the
triangle.
3. STARIN PARK WATERTOWER—
Virtually everything within or adjoining
the “triangle” can potentially become a
part of local folklore. The old, fenced-in
watertower atop Starin Hill is a Halloween
favorite. The barbed wire that tops the
fence is said to till towards the tower in an
aitempt to keep mortals out and to keep
evil spirits in.

4. THE PRATT INSTITUTE— Much
of Whitewater’s fabled history stems from
real  occult-based roots.  Although
documentation fails to support the rumor
that Whitewater is the “second Salem,

Massachusetts,” Whitewater was home to
the world's first school of spiritualism,

In 1889, Maomis Prait completed
construction of the Pratt Institute on the
comer of Fremont and Center Steets,
where the accounting offices of Gerald
Murray now stand. Pratt had hoped to
spread the practice and understanding of
communication with the spirit world. The
institute, ofien referred o as the "Witch
College,” auracted a sizeable number of
students and drew fair crowds to its
lectures and Sunday night seances. In
1961, however, the Pratt Institute closed its
doors in Whitewater and relocated (o
Milwaukee,

See BOO!,
page 7
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WHERE ARE YOU MARY?—Oak Grove Cemetary on Whitewater’s East side is said to be the home of axe-

toting murderess Mary Worth. Each year at Halloween Spooky stories are unearthed about the haunted (?) history
of Whitewater.




o, €74,
BOOS, /0-3]-90
from page 6

5. UNDERGROQUND TUNNEL
SYSTEM Muiy  of Whetewate, 3
older homes we >aid W be connccied by an
claborate system of passageways. The
purpose of the systuin 1s cuntroversial
Some behieve that the wnnei  were a pari
of the underground raslroad, while other
believe the tunnels were nuthing more than
root cellars.

Concem with purpose aside, the tunncls
do actually exist. In 1981, at the former
Alpha Sigmiu house (at 514 W Main SL)
members of the soronty weiw startlud by
noises coming from thew bas..nent, Upon
inspection, they tourd biiks stie n
across the floor, revesha, & provi iy
unknown tunnel enirance

Another tunnel exisi: openeath  the
ornate, vacant hume neit (o the Whilewa
ter Public Library on Main Sireet, known
as the Hamilion Houst Othui tuinicls aie
sald 10 Crsg oty as uch of vente, Whits
wali from the Geeot shuilers (uit Main
S5t.) io the Sable Hut « (on Fretaunt at),
6 THF KU KL UK A1 AN Fuu il
petiod of aboui oic yew dwing i
md 1920 5 e ki Rlua Aldn sarfaced in
While naier Tne locdl Klan disbanded in
Apeil 1925, howe.oo whoen high ainking
meiber AJ uttbuiw ¢ Aas Tound deed
on the lawn of the Mothudist Chuach. His

sudden death lcad to speculation,
murder, natural causes, or supema
causes.

7.SACRED INDIAN MOUNDS— -
eleborale display of Indian mounts
preserved in @ park on the west side of
city Tribal lore tells of the ch
between the living and the dead via
sacred bunal grounds. However, wh
or not th channel exists has yet lo}
pioven,

Halloween in Whitewalter guaran
many things. 7 rick-or-treaters, The Roc

Horror Piclure Show Road trips to Mi
son Vandalized pumpkins. Andaple |
ol rumc. about Whitewater's haun
history. Hopeully face is easily disce
rrom fiction. Although a lot of the his
1. undotumented or vague, the burd
uaths e Lt--,0u just have o ‘dig’
them Eacusc the pun :
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For years, juicy slories about witchcralt
nd many other creepy, evil happenings
ave circulated the Whilewater campus.

The “currenls” are said lo be right {or
Jitcheralt in Whitawater. it has even been
oled, only second to Salem, Mass., as a
antar for witchcrall and witch culls.

Axe murdeier Mary Worth is said to
ave been from Whitewater. A widely
old rumor says that she is still lurking
bout the nearby graveyards, a ghostly
gure, axe sbll in hand.

Several legends te!l of wilches’ covens
jeld in the fisld where Wells Hall is now

scated. One rumor says thal sludents
vho have goften too close 1o.linding out
he “truth® about Whitewater “witchcrati
1ave gone insane, committed suicide and
sven disappeared or died mysteriously.

For all of the rumors circulated about
he subject, there is no prool that any of
hese haunted talas are irus.

Neverthaless, myslerious incidents
have occurred in Whitewalter, just ke any
other lown.

Hallowean night, n 1970, a collin ol an
infant gir! was temoved from a nearby

cemelory. It was tound in the campus
mall the next day. No witness was avail-
able and the mystery went unsolved. The
Whitewater police aitributed the event {o
Halloween prankslers.

Other incidents include a Ku Klux Klan
laader being Jound dead on a church lawn
in 1925 and a numbar of suicides in the
town's early annals,

Yet these incidents could have bean in-
flicted by man rather than ghost, again
leaving no evidence of spooks and
witchcraft.

Dals Reich, author of A History of
Whitewater and director of News and
Publicalions at UW-W, said, “There hava
been rumars circulating among the stu-
dent bedy lor years, but there is no con-
crele avidence that these things exist
here. It might be kind of fun if they did, but
they don'l.*

The origins of these ghosily rumors
may be allribuled 1o tha fact that at one
time a spiritual coilege did exisl in
Whilawaler, the Morris Prait Institute.

Spiritvalism is, in essence, communica-
tion with the dead. t became popular in
the years immediately following the Civil
War becauss many people had losl loved
ones and wanted desperalely 1o com-
municale wills them.

unearthed

Morris Pratt was a New Yorker who sel-°
tled in Wisconsin shortly alter 1840, Very
interested in spinuahsm, rat claimed,
should he ever become wea"hy, he would

Witchcratt

1o zage 5
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dadicate the money »» ome way to the
3'udy cf spiritualism

In 1834, Matt Hayes, a faih leader, ad-
v ead Pratt to invast 1n some land in upper

Mecmgar The lar turned out to be nch
in wpa and thus Frait had a small lortune
v#12 which to build a sawituai collage.

“In 1238, he bu't the $30,000 house al
307 Cen‘ar Sireel. Al that time 1l was the
w23t erdensie buiding in lown. The
three-sinry building was 48-leet wide and
2S-ieet wong and ccntained a chapel, two
2-.¢ Jo-iums, olfices, classrooms, a dining
2o~ kitchen and sleeping rooms (o ac-
commodate 50 studants. The third floar is
said to have been used for seances and
evaryihing on the fincr was white.

"ine lownspeopie weren't haopy with
frats controversial ideas. They called
it 2 sasttute “Pratts Fady,” ond lorced the
s.hcol lo pay enormous amounis ol
“canay in property the

-~ b

The inslilute
idea thal people who possessed psychic '«
powers should be given the opportunily \a ¢
wmptove lhem. The college was popular R
as a medium cenler and was given the 3-:{

—'. : ¥ . '.‘ B
2 5 B PN e

was developed wilh the

mle of the “Mecca of Modermn
Spiriivalism.” The inslilule was the first of
its kind in the enlire world.

Besides spiritualism — grammar, litera- 4R
ture, psychology, speech and religion :’éa_t
wera laughl. At its height, 1810-1915, 45
students lrom all over the counlry alten-
ded tha school.

Dunng the Depression, the Morns Pratt = ¢
Institute closed down lor three years due 3
o a lack of funds. t was raopened in
1935 but closed again in 1946. A new
Morns Pralt Institute was budt in Mil-
waukee and still exisls today.

For a lime, tha building was used as 2
rast home for aged spuilualists. The first
English Lutheran Church even used tha
building in 1948 for church services while
their church was being remodeled

Finaly, it was used as a wiomen's der-
mitory lor the Wisconsin State Teachers
College.

In 1961 the building was razed and now
lhe telephone company slands 1 NS
place
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Among the ftrst tales heard
by new UW-Whitewater stu-
dents are of ghosts, witches
and a book so horrible 1t had
10 be locked up m the base-
ment of Andersen Library.

Karen Weston, the univer-
sity archwvist for 15 cars, has
had her fair hare of hearing
the haunted tales She remains
sheptical

“11°s onl_ here on campus
that this cem te be an issuc,”™
Weston ad * Nobody m town
talk about haunted Whitewa-
ter ™

One rumor Weston has
dealt with countless times 15
that v -thedocked!booloan o, _
d w Libron « {1 is said thn
thos s ho read its horrid con-
tents comimit suicide. while
others believe those who read
it get cursed.

Many studeats huve gone
10 the library to ask about the
boole, bul lack the stapdaed in-
forimation to find it There s
na lvrwn title, author or pub-
hlor The only locked-up
haok i the hibrary s alarge
Catholic hyr nbook with clo
SUres,

Weston said rumors about
the baok nught have started
belore the hibrary s renovation
m 19589, There was a large
room  coataining  archisves,
rovernment  docuinents  and
specil eollections, Since there
were valuable books in the
collections, the wer locked
m o cage for security.

A tale that scemingly sup-
ports the idea that witches

| AR WY D e

2 4.9

Warhawks host
invitational this weekend
after upsetting No. 1
UW-0Oshkosh

Sronts

They are
rumors. There is no
validity to any of
this stuff. Enjov it,
but don t take any of

it as truth.

Karcen Hestan,
unversify are fivisd

once inhabited Wihitew aler in-
volves the alignment of the
three cemctenies in town form-
g an cquilateral {riangle

PAGE 17
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While the ngtitute has been
gone for ycars, there have
been reports of unusual occur-
tences 1n the arca where the
bulding once stood.

Most of the stones linked

I, AR

with the spiritualist school

have been witch-related, piv-
ing Whitewater its nickname
of *the sceond Salem.™

Junior Brian thalobrzeskt

aid he believes the rumors

“T especially » i ve m the
three watches who didd <canee
around the water tower n
Starin Park,”  Hia obrzeski
saud  “We took pictures and
fcarncd that white orbs are
good and red orbs are had
When we took a prture of the

While Onrk Grove, Hilltide” Mower, there were tlirce R T .
orbs ncar thi tap for the. 7

and’ Calvary Cemcteries do
linc up that way. Weston dfoes-
n’t think the Catholic’ groups
behind them would ve gotten
together to make o heathen tri-
angle.

One undeniable incident
oceurreil Iallov «en in
1970, when o child’s coffin
was found on the mall of the
University Cemter, T wirs dug
up and Teft on the prounds
withont *vidence of who did
i, disturbing the commuinmiy

The Morns Pratt Institute,

stabl Iy T T88S as a school
for spirs ua 1sm. alyo spurks
annors of the strange.

Mottis Pratt was w carly

tler in the Whitewsiter mea
whe bhailt the school down-
town.

Chis.es we ¢ held ontil the
1908 The ilding was 1 er
uscd as 1 boarding howse. untit
it wais torn down g the 196405,

On

ok

witches.” .
‘Bislobrzesk” also partici-

>

»
.

pated ina ghos  nont his fresh- -

i year. The sroup went (o
the Center of the Arts and
spoke to the spirt of a little
rirh who was said to be buricd
somewhere on the grounds
The parl and her prrents were
kitled Tor  wcmg  wilches,
Bialobrzeski sand

A womn's spirit s said 1o
haunt the P1 kappa Alpha
chapter hou e A woman com-
mitted  suicide m 1 close
where she hung her erucifix.
When the crucilix is removed
from the closet, the lights are
caid to flicker and the televi
sion turns olt.

Junjor Gabrielle Williams
stid she also believes rumors
ahout how s haunted by spir-
s,

SEE RUMORS PAGE 5
Lo~ O T
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Jessica Tuttle pholo/Tulie)M20@nrw. ert
The waler tower in Starin Park near the Wells Hall towers is rumorad to have been the location for a yroup of three witches lo okl seances helnre UW-Whilownter was established in 1868.

HINI vaccinations being given to high-risk students, staff on campus

By Corey Hasler

UW-Wintewater recenved its first shipment of HHINT In-
fluenza vaccinations last week. The shipment included 300
dosces of the vaceine, authonized by the Centers for Discase
Control and Prevention to vaccinate health care employ ¢
and persons at high rish free of charge

The CDC planncd to have 40 mullion doses of the vaccr-
nation avallable by the end of October; however, they have
only produced about 16 mullion as of Fnday.

“It has been our hope that we will receive a sufficient
amount of vaccinations for campus,” Director of University
Health and Counseling Services Ruth Swisher said. “Current

fered.”

Symploms of ligh risk paier D
asthma, diabetes cardiac diss o 2 9
disorders o ‘g‘ =3

To schedule an appomntiien RS E
follow the HINT prompt. The lv =
day-Friday, 8 a.m noonand 1p & N

Py
Public Health reports mdicate that . g
We will advise campus as sounas v = =
=
Swisher satd that UHCS has sc cC

High-risk patients

“They are rumors,” Weston
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the apparently haunted puast of

Whitewater, others do not think

the evidence 15 credible or con-

vincing,.

said. “There is no validity to any

of this stuff. Enjey it, but don’t

take any of 1t as truth.”
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Legends of paranorm

appenings ha

By Joy Kowald

TECIAL AOTHE O 1 fF

By Nick Macaluso

SPEv oy A I e#

Web sites. news clippings and
student w hispers thread together a
background of occult intrigue that
surrounds the W hutew ater campus
and the town cach Hatlowceen.

Rumors include subterrancan
witch tunnels connecting 10 UW-
Whitewater soronty house base-
ments, ax-murderer Mary Worth
toting her weapon around the doe-
mitory halls, and [lallowecn
pranks mvolving exhumed infant
coffins.

Sometimes it’s hard figuring

#1 and who to believe.

*“I heard that fittle cabin on the
hill was haunted on a tour as a
freshman but was immudiatel  in-
formed it was not by the gude,”
Eric Godin said.

Not even the unis ersity hbrary
was spared blushies Purportedl | a
buok exists mna sublevel of the 1a
cilitv that causes everyone who
reads it to commit suicide. It ap-
parently has claimed the lives of
three students and sent one janutor
to the asylum

“Never mind that none of
these [book victims] have ever
been ginven names,” UW-White-
water Assistant Archivist Deron-
ica Goldsmith said. “The same
questions come up around this

Brad McAllister phota/McANisIBD25@uww.edy

Whitewater tegend says that the water tower in Starin Park was once a place for
sinister gatherings, and that a body was hung near or on the tower,
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time every year ™

Goldsmith has dealt
with  these  questions
since the begimning of
her tenure but insists that
ne such book cxists, at
beast that she™s aware of.

Another popular tale
bemg passed around s
that of the water tower
located in Stanm Park

David School heard
that a boy drowned i the
tower from lus girllniend
Lisa Zimmermann after
she read it 10 a book.

Others say that ot's a
meeting place for gather-
ings of a sinister naturc.
Shayla Kennedy was
told that during these
gatherngs  that some-
body was hung near or
on the tower.

According to Weird Wiscon-
s, the tower s the state’s second
oldest municipal tower stll in op-
cration. Until 2004, a wrought-
iron fence surrounded Starin Park
with spears on the top that instcad
of pointing outwards as to keep
trespassers out pointed inwards as
1f to keep something from getting
out,

Another reoccurring theme is
of certain things buried under the
Wells dormitory building and
nearby dorms. Kennedy heard
“that there are people buricd right-
side-up underncath onc of the
dorms.” Weird Wisconsin sup-
ports this and adds that there was
a sacnficial alter that was also
buried in the same location.

Britany Jenswold claims that
Kmians, a dorm next to Wells, 15
haunted

‘1 was in my boyfriend’s room
when [ was awakened by a huge
gust of wind,” Jenswold said.,
“Then yust a few minutes later,
this hittle kid’s meal toy bee that
requires somconc to manually
turn 1t on started buzzing, 1
freaked out and woke up everyone
i the room.”

Rumors allege W Whitewa-
ter was ongmnally the spot of the
first official school for witches
back when 1t first started. On
WeirdUS.com, a letter from a JefT
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Woosley said the universily was
originally built as a school for
mediums and rescarch in the para-
normal.

Prait built the Pratt Institute in
1888, located on 300 Center St in
Whitewater, where the Wisconsin
Tetephone Co. now operates.
Wooscly said large crowds would
gather on Sunday nights, when
wild public séances would be held
cutside of the Pratt Institute.

Although the school moved
out of Whitewater in 1946, the in-
stitute 15 sull has its headquarters
in Whitewater and 1s part of the
town’s folklore.

Another well-known and con-
flicting rumor is that the city’s
ccmeleries create a pentacie, or a
five-pointed star. Tlowever, there
are only three cemeteries in lown,
Sull, supporting this geographic
phenomenon is the fact that the n-
tersection of Center and Thrd
streets, where the Morns Pratt In-
stitute was located. falls practi-
cally right on the lines of the
triangle.

Weird Wisconsin states “all
buildgs and the land along the
tnangle's sides are said 1o be
haunted ™ The hauntin - at the
water tower, Wells [Hall and Kni
lans ar all located well outside
the ‘Witches Triangle ” A so lo-
cated outside the tnangle 15 the
Dclta Zeta Soronty house Both

Rose Woll graphie/WollRE23@1ww.edu

A rumor circulating in Whitewater says that iha cemetaries create a pentacle, or a five-
pointed star. However, there are only three cemetaries in town,

Jenswold and Kennedy are mem-
bers and have tales of ghostly ac-
tivity.

Whitewater alumnus  Justin
Lehman had to research the topic
of occult details within the town
for a business class,

“We had a janitor come visit
the class,” Lehman said. “He used
to clean the Tri Sig house, and we
asked him about the rumor of the
tunnel leading from their base-
ment. He said he couldn’t talk
about it and neither could any of
the sorority members.

The real purposc of the tunnels
is unclear, bul most people con-
ncct them to the Underground
Railroad. Yet some say it was for
a more sinister purpose relating to
other witch stories.

Public relations major Kirby
Johnson, jumior, has hved and
waorked in the area since her time
at the school began and adheres to
a more pragmatic tack

“There’s some crecpy stufT,
like the water tower in Starin
Park,” Johnson said. “But I've
lived in the dorms and have been
around. and nothing has ever re-
all  happened to me | think 1t's
Just a case of people beheving
what they want, It’s harmless, re-
ally ™
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Agree
with us?
We doubt it.

Write a letbor to
the editor,
Doadline: Gp.m. Pridays
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Occult activity surfaces
at Whitewater Lake

Whitewater Police unable
to reveal source of
bizzare occult rituals;
discover bones and stones

By Roland Phant
Special to the Royal Purple

Whitewater Lake lived up to ils
occult history over Spring Break when
three residents of the area reported
witnessing a strange gathering on the

" beach.

The three residents are Whitewater
students renting a small house near the
lake. For their own safety they wish to
remain nameless, so we will call the
spokesperson for the group “Sandy.”

Sandy and her friends had just said
goodbye 10 the last remaining guest from
a small party they were having and were
ready to go to bed. “It was about three at
night, and we were all really tired. We
were just about to go to crash when I saw

some people down the on beach” said
Sandy. “We thought it might be someone
from the party, so we all went out to get
them off the beach.” .

The three cut through some light
woods and were about 1o call out to the
group of four people sitting on the beach.
“But, then we saw that they were dressed
real weird,” Sandy continued, “in like
these all black clothes.” Sandy decided
that they were definitely not from their
party and started 1o leave. “But then they
started 10 chant or something. We thought
they were really trashed. They were
singing and swaying. We just stood their
staring, it was really weird.”

Sandy said they stood there for about
five minutes watching the people, when a
thick wall of fog rolled out from the lake.
It quickly moved up the shore and made
the people barely visible. “All we could
see were these dark shapes. It was geting
really spooky and “Kim"(one of the girls,
not her real name) wanted to go. But, I
wanted to see what they were

See Whitewater Lake *witches’
Page Two
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Whitewater Lake 'witchés'/ One in list of various related activities

doing, it looked real suspicious. “Kim”
didn’t want to walk back alone, and 1
didn't want to stay there alone, so all
three of us stayed.”

“All of a sudden this dim green light
appears. The four guys on the beach are
standing there with this weird green light
behind them. We heard the water start
splashing and this deep gurgling noise.
We all just looked at each other, but when
we heard this slurping sound and saw

something coming out of the water, we
ran like hell,

“We ran back to the housg, Jocked all
the doors and windows, got the baseball
bat, and sort of hid in the bedroom. We
just stayed up all night trying to explain
what we saw.”

The group of people were reported to
the police by another resident of the area
who witnessed the event from her kitchen
window.

-trawing courtesy of the Whitewater Police Department

The police, unable to resportd to the
call immediately, looked over the area
carly the next moming. Though reluctant

cemetery nearby and dug up all of th
coffins there. These coffins, which hat
been buried vertically into the ground, st

10 go into detal, they said that they found the occupant
some  peculial e e—————————  WOUld e standin;
Pble‘:';_ al the site,  nA)) of g siydden this dim green up, were taken
Including — SOMe  yiop¢ o nears, The four guyson  the lake, tie

small bones and an
odd circle of siones

the beach are standing there with

down with rock.
and hurled inu

that formed strange  this weird green light behind the water.
pauems. them. We heard the water start The strang
The police said  splashing and this deep gurgling occurrence
;2:,1{““'0;]‘111‘; l:: noise. We all just looked at each S:’PP‘?“ after that
event, bgm cid thay  Other; but when we heard this s e.ﬁ‘:g las
there really wasn’t  Slurping sound and saw bizzare happenin
much for them to  something coming out of the took place i
investigate. water, we ran like hell.” 1971. A numbe
Whitewater of houses near th

Lake has had a
history of odd
occurancies over the years.In 1909
strange chunks of ice were found floating
about the lake in June. A number of
people witnessed the phenomenon and
one small boat was damaged when it hit a
piece of the ice while out on the lake.
Stranger still, in 1923 three

'ﬁshermen were out on the lake when their

boat capsized. The fishermen reported
that they felt a number of long cold scaly
tentacles slither past them. The tentacles
grabbed hold of the men and pulled them
under several times before the men swam
ashore. When they got to the beach they
discovered small bites all gver their
bodies.

One resident living near the lake
related a story that occorred in 1944,
According to the tale, after a series of
strange events that summer, a number of
men from the area went out to a small

-"Sandy," occult witness
— —m asemeeemeemenn 12k were foun:

with a strange message etched on thei
windows. The message read, “Anothe
People Reside In Lakes Further Out
Occult Learnings Save!”
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